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A LIQUOR LICENSE CRUSADE. 


E wish to warn our readers in this State that a 
crusade against druggists for the illegal sale of 
liquor is about to be inaugurated by the State Commis- 
sioner of Excise. Recalling the unsavory and discredit- 
able methods resorted to a year ago to secure evidences 
of violations of the liquor tax law by druggists, we feel it 
our duty to caution our readers lest they be inveigled by 
humanitarian impulses into a technical violation of the 
law. 

Last year about this time—is it not singular that the 
activity of the Excise Commissioner appears to be coinci- 
dent with the annual session of the Legislature ?—a sim- 
ilar campaign was carried on and many druggists were 
said to have been detected in a violation of the law. In 
one particular case the druggist accused of such violation, 
who lived over his store, had, after much pleading on the 
part of the excise spy, given him four ounces of port 
wine out of his private household supply, and refused to 
take any pay for it. The spy threw a quarter of a dollar 
down on the counter and walked out with the port wine, 
which he had said, almost with tears in his eyes, was for 
his sick wife. 

Beware, therefore, of even the slightest deviation from 
the strict letter of the law, for experience has shown that 
no device or subterfuge, however base, is too mean to be 
enlisted by excise spies in their efforts to entrap phar- 
macists into a technical violation of the law, while no 
motives, however lofty, and no circumstances, however 
extraordinary, will serve as a justification in the eves of 
the authorities for such a violation. Verily just now the 
pharmacist’s lot is not a happy one. 





PHENACETIN AND THE DRUG TRADE. -: 


ECAUSE perhaps a few individuals have been found 
guilty of selling a phenacetin contaminated with a 
cheaper drug of like character, the Department of Health 
of this city and those interested with the department in 
its recent phenacetin crusade have drawn up a general in- 
dictment against the pharmacists of Greater New York, 
charging them with fraud and substitution on a whole- 
sale scale, and this indictment against a whole body of 
pharmacists has with equal recklessness been published 
throughout the length and breadth of the land. In view 
of the disclosures made in our news columns regarding 
the methods and results of the analyses conducted by the 
Department of Health we find it difficult to say which of 
the parties to this reckless crusade—the Department of 
Health of the city of New York or the firm, corporation 
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or individual which instigated the whole slanderous busi- 
ness—occupies the more unenviable position. The De- 
partment of Health has been found at fault in one well- 
authenticated case, where its chemist reported differently 
on two specimens of phenacetin taken from tle same 
package, branding the one as adulterated and the other 
as pure; while an independent analyst agreed with the 
Department’s last analysis of the package and declared 
the entire contents to be above suspicion. Furthermore, 
if the Department chemist has, as reported, employed 
the isonitril test for the identification of acetanilid in 
phenacetin this vitiates his entire findings, for the unre- 
liability of this test as applied to the recognition of ace- 
tanilid in phenacetin has been demonstrated over and 
over again, and none but a tyro in analytical work would 
think of depending upon it. When it is remembered that 
phenacetin is nothing more than ethoxyacetanilid and 
that on boiling with a caustic alkali it loses the acetyl 
groups and forms phenetidin containing the amido group- 
ing the rest is easy. Subsequent treatment, as directed 
for the isonitril test—viz., heating with a few drops of 
chloroform—will develop the disagreeable odor of phenyl- 
isonitril (isocyanide) and apparently prove the exist- 
ence of acetanilid as an adulterant in what may have 
been a perfectly pure specimen of phenacetin ; for the only 
difference between this and the reaction of acetanilid, 
per se, lies in the fact that the boiling with alkali must be 
prolonged in the case of phenacetin, the final result being 
the same. 





WHERE;THE MILITARY PHARMACIST STANDS. 





N our issue for January 12 we commented editorially 
on the position of the pharmacist in the service of the 
United States Army. Our remarks on this subject have 
brought inquiries for information regarding the organiza- 
tion, functions and duties of the medical corps of the 
army as dis.inguished from the fighting corps. We glad- 
ly comply with the following, which necessarily presents 
the matter in its concisest form: 

An army consists of a staff and a line. The line con- 
sists of those whose business it is to destroy the enemy. 
The staff, those who plan and care for the line. One is 
the hand, the other the brain. The pharmacist naturally 
comes within the domain of the staff. 

The staff is divided into various departments and 
corps. A department buys and issues supplies for the 
use of the army; a corps consists of a more or less au- 
tonomous personnel which acts in a specific capacity. 
The medical department is therefore more properly a 
corps, and exercises sanitary supervision, guards the ad- 
mission and discharge of soldiers, furnishes medical and 
surgical attention, transports the disabled, provides the 
supplies for its own use, and commands and instructs its 
own personnel. 

Supplies are purchased and issued by medical officers, 
assisted by civilian experts. These supplies consist only 
in part of medicines and surgical appliances. Medicines 
are compounded and dispensed by non-commissioned 
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officers of the Hospital Corps, who are appointed by com- 
petitive examination, in which two important subjects are 
materia medica and pharmacy. Privates receive four 
months’ practical instruction in these branches in con- 
panies of instruction. Many sanitary soldiers are gradu- 
ates in pharmacy and medicine, but the trained military 
pharmacist has not yet received recognition. That he 
exists and that he is necessary is almost axiomatic. That 
he should have a definite standing and position is no 
less so. 

The standing (and to a great extent the pay) of a 
man in the military service depends upon his rank. All 
commissioned officers, except chaplains, have certain 
rank. Combatant titles should be borne only by those 
who are habitually exposed to the fire of the enemy in 
action—viz., cavalry, field artillery, infantry and medical 
corps—and in our service, although combatant titles are 
given to all commissioned officers, there is a strong senti- 
ment against unduly extending the practice. Hence we 
have contract surgeons, contract dentists, veterinarians 
and so forth, who are civilians hired by the month, with- 
out commissions or rank. The position is an anomalous 
one and unsatisfactory in many respects. 

The non-commissioned officers are the steward and 
acting steward—which obsolete titles are soon to give 
way to first sergeant, sergeant and corporal. The hos- 
pital steward is one of the strongest units in the non- 
commissioned force which forms the backbone of every 
army. He commands his detachment, is superintendent 
of his hospital, is pharmacist and surgical assistant. His 
pay and allowances are greater than those of a second 
lieutenant on joining, but he lacks the latter’s social ad- 
vantages. There is no class in the army deserving of 
higher respect than these men, and the Surgeon-General 
in his last annual report pays a just tribute to their effi- 
ciency and devotion to duty. 

Midway between the commissioned and non-commis- 
sioned officers is the warrant officer. If one hundred of 
the hospital stewards, our military pharmacists, could be 
given the warrant rank of hospital quartermaster, with 
the allowance of a veterinarian and 4o per cent. increase 
over their present pay, the question would be a question 
no longer, and the increase in efficiency would prove the 
wisdom of the step. 





HE present status of the negotiations between the 
wholesale drug trade of New York and the officers 
of the N. A. R. D., with regard to the adoption of the 
direct contract plan, will be found clearly outlined in the 
correspondence which has passed between both parties, 
and which is printed in full elsewhere in this issue. The 
action taken by jobbers in other cities is also given in 
news reports from our regular correspondents. 





In publishing a note concerning the use of a solution of 
formaldehyde in the treatment of septiczemia in our last issue 
an error was made in stating the strength of the solution. Dr. 
Barrows used from 500 to 750 Ce. of a mixture of 1 part of 

«formalin (not of formaldehyde) to 5.000 parts of water. Since 


formalin is a 40 per cent. solution of formaldehyde, this would 
represent a 0.008 per cent. solution of formaldehyde gas itself. 
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WHAT OUR SUBSCRIBERS SAY. 
Features of the American Druggist that Impress Readers. 


ARLY in January the publishers of the AMERICAN 

Drvucaist sent reply postal cards to 1,000 subscribers 

of several years’ standing in various parts of the country 

asking for expressions of opinion for the possible im- 
provement of the journal. The card read: 

We are determined during the present year to increase the 
value of the AMERICAN Druaaist to the retail pharmacist to 
the highest possible limit, and to this end your active co- 
operation as a subscriber is especially invited. We should 
esteem it a great favor if you would indicate on the attached 
reply postal card your preference or non-preference for any 
of the departments as at present conducted; also express your 
preference for any feature or features the inclusion of which 
would in your opinion tend to the improvement of the paper. 
We shall welcome criticism or suggestions of any kind. 

Gratified as we are at the complimentary, nay, flatter- 
ing, nature of the bulk of the responses made by our sub- 
scribers, comment of a critical kind would have been still 
more welcome. What we desired above all were frank 
expressions of opinion by subscribers who had convic- 
tions founded on experience in the practical use of the 
several departments of the AMERICAN Drucaist. If the 
utility of these departments was susceptible of improve- 
ment or if the general utility of the journal could be in- 
creased, this might best be brought about, we thought, by 
the helpful suggestions and criticisms of our subscribers. 

Only a small number of the subscribers addressed 
have as yet been heard from, sufficient time for the receipt 
of replies not having elapsed. 


Wm. MitTersacn. Boonville, Mo.—The prize essay contest 
as conducted in your journal last year was the best depart- 
ment in my judgment and I hope you will continue it. It is 
about the only way you can lure or induce the most practical 
men in our. profession to divulge some of their knowledge. 


C. M. Forp, Denver, Col.—The most striking objection to 
your journal is its silly and persistent advocacy of the N. A. 
R. D., which every thinking pharmacist knows is in its origin 
and operation a fake concern. Its Jekyll aims and Hyde policy 
no longer fool us. Quit them. 





F. L. VAUGHAN, Springfield, Mass.—I am well satisfied with 
your paper. I would urge you to help the retail druggists to 
induce the manufacturers to adopt the serial numbering and 
full price plan of their preparations. Hammer away inces- 
santly at this if you would please the majority of us. 


FRANK P. Rosinson, Carrolton, Mo.—I have no complaint 
to make; all articles so far have pleased me. As I am inter- 
ested in analytical work, I should like to see some one write on 
blood examination, uranalysis and similar pathological work. 
I like the journal, but the Spanish edition doesn’t suit me very 
much. I do not like a journal that I cannot read, advertise- 
ments and all. 


A. B. Hoonan, Buffalo, N. Y.—In my opinion the English 
language is sufficient for an American journal. I don’t think 
the average American cares to search through a publication 
he subscribes to to find the portion he can read. 





_ ALBERT GREENBERG, Atlanta, Ga.—The AMERICAN DRUGGIST 
is conducted as well as it can be. While I have no preference 
for any of its departments, I am very much interested in the 
foreign department, especially the Spanish. Your market re- 
ports are better than any I have ever seen. I wish you much 
success. 


A. HOFFMANN & Co., Cincinnati.—Interest your readers in 
the necessity of preparing their galenicals with the full strength 
of active principles that it is intended the preparation should 
contain and not encourage the making of “ elegant” prepara- 
tions at the expense of medicinal virtue. As an example note 
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the many formulas which have been suggested for syrup 
hypophos. comp. 





H. M. Hitcucock, Redwood Falls, Minn.—We take as much 
or more interest in Manning’s advertising department than in 
others of the several interesting features of your journal. 


W. H. Hutt, New Haven, Conn.—I like Mr. Manning’s de- 
partment very much. I consider it superior to any similar 
department in any other paper. Mr. Dawson’s articles have 
been good. I do not like the tendency you have to favor the 
proprietary medicine manufacturers in your editorials, but on 
the whole I like your editorials better than those of any similar 
paper published. 


W. I. Benepict, Belding, Mich.—I like your advertising de- 
partment best and would like more samples of good drug store 
advertisements. 

G. E. Coox, Anderson, Ind.—I should like to see a discussion 
opened up in your journal on the best way to build up and 
hold a good paying prescription business, and with it sugges- 
tions on how pharmacists may command the best physicians’ 
trade in surgical dressings, private formulas, etc. I do not 
believe in side lines or the advertising of patent medicines. 
I am prepared to give my reasons for this and explain how 
my trade has grown from $2 and $10 a day to an average of 
$30 without a dollar’s expenditure in newspaper advertising. 

Louis EMANUEL, Pittsburg, Pa.—The AMERICAN DRUGGIST 
seems to cover every department of pharmacy, its market 
reports being especially satisfactory, better than any similar 
report intended for the retail trade. I can suggest only fea- 
tures that may be added with profit to the readers of your 
journal, but whose inclusion would perhaps lose you the 
patronage of some of your advertisers if radically carried out. 
I mean a department of advertising to physicians of U. S. P. 
and N. F. preparations, including therapeutic notes. 

“A. S. E.,” New York, N. Y.—For the improvement of your 
paper avoid giving information to the subscriber as to “‘ mak- 
ing his own.” This we consider detrimental to the interests 
of your advertisers (the real support of a paper). We have 
never advertised in your paper because we have noted your 
inclination in this direction. [The writer of this did not have 
the courage to append his name to the communication.—ED. ]. 


W. B. Bissett, Syracuse, N. Y.—I am especially pleased 
with your price-list department and await the result of your 
uranalysis contest. I have no unfavorable criticism to make. 


JEO. E. THORPE, Syracuse, N. Y.—I regard the AMERICAN 
DRUGGIST as one of the best helps to success in pharmacy, es- 
pecially from a commercial standpoint. Its market reports 
are always carefully scrutinized by me and I note that the 
means to make our business a more lucrative one are never 
overlooked by its editors. I wish the AMERICAN DRUGGIST 
a most successful year. 


J. P. Wituitams, Wilmington, Del.—‘ Prices Current” is, I 
think, one of the most important departments of your valuable 
paper. A complete and accurate list is greatly appreciated. 


S. F. Guernsey, Southington, Conn.—Your “ Original Pack- 
age Price-List” is one of the most useful features of your 
journal. Notes on New Remedies are valuable and should be 
as complete as possible. General pharmaceutical notes of 
progress and news are always pleasing and helpful. 

J. A. Harris, Greenville, Me.—Your paper is all right. 
Price-lists are valuable. 





C. A. POTTERFIELD, Charleston, W. Va.—I have but one ob- 
jection to the AMERICAN DrRuGaIsT, and that is the arrange- 
ment of its reading and advertising pages. When I tear out 
the ads. for binding the volume it all comes to pieces and is 
liable to get mixed at the binder’s. I have the AMERICAN 
DrucGeist bound from 1877 to 1902, and like it, as you see; but 
when I am getting ready for the binder I think of the man 
that arranged its pages. 

CHARLES F. Fisu, Saratoga Springs, N. Y.—The various de- 
partments of the AMERICAN DruGGIST are very satisfactory 
and I have no suggestions to offer. 


Sykes’ DruG STORE, Paterson, N. J.—We have no criticism 
to make and but one suggestion to offer—viz.: publish a few 
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selected formulas in each issue of seasonable articles such as 
the retail druggist can prepare and put on sale in his store. 


J. DEETKEN, Deadwood, S. D.—More news from the West, 
from Dakota and Wyoming, would interest me. 


W. H. Burke, Detroit, Mich.—If I could suggest any im- 
provement in the AMERICAN Druccist I would retire from the 
retail drug business to-morrow. 


W. M. Brypon, Amherst, Va.—I enjoy reading the whole of 
the AMERICAN Druccist. Hard to say which is the best de- 
partment. 





Gro. SIERT, Dixon, Neb.—We like the whole thing. 


J. H. Srevens, Knoxville, Tenn.—Don’t care to particu- 
larize. Think the journal as a whole is the best published and 
am well pleased with it in every way. If this is not enough, 
write what you want and sign my name. 


Gro. W. Voss, Cleveland, O.—I have no suggestions to 
make, for I see no way of improving your valuable journal. 
It is up-to-date. 

Joun H. Perrone, Sioux Falls, 8. D.—Practical articles 
is why I subscribe to your publication. 





H. F. Runt, Mannheim, Pa.—I have no suggestions to offer. 
The AMERICAN DruGaGiIstT just suits me. 

Fk. C. Wreser, Ambler, Pa.—I have always considered your 
journal one of the best published and like all its departments. 
I could hardly tell you how to improve it. Best wishes for 
your future success. 





J. C. Stmmons, Graham, N. C.—The AMERICAN DRUGGIST is 
all O. K. as it stands. I am always fully satisfied with its 
contents. 


JOHN LOHMANN, Edwardsville, Pa.—The AMERICAN DRuG- 
GIST is more interesting to me than ever before. I have no 
suggestions to make at this time. You cover about all that’s 
interesting. 


WALKER & Gipson, Albany, N. Y.—We read all your paper 
with great interest and do not wish to criticise or make sugges- 
tions of any kind. 


W. L. Ciirre, Philadelphia, Pa.—The AMERICAN DRUGGIST 
keeps me well in touch with the needs of the present day phar- 
macist, and my knowledge of the management assures me 
that this policy will continue. 

W. M. YreArsBy, Durham, N. C.—The AMERICAN DRUGGIST 
is a periodical of great merit and a great paper to the Ameri- 
can pharmacist. 


S. V. B. Swann, New York, N. Y.—The AMERICAN DRUGGIST 
is in my humble estimation beyond criticism. Extracts from 
current literature the best feature. 


C. N. Riecs, Buffalo, N. Y.—Allow me to congratulate you 
upon the present high standing of the AMERICAN DRUGGIST. 
It is of great value to every retail pharmacist. Full of the 
brightest and best information to be obtained and suggestions 
of immense value to the most learned of our profession. 


ALBERT H. BRUNDAGE, Brooklyn, N. Y.—Would it not be 
well to occasionally print some Board of Pharmacy questions 
of the past, with brief answers? A list of colleges of phar- 
macy, with accompanying data, might be very acceptable; 
also historical articles about once a month on the leading 
colleges. 


JOHN P. FRAWLEY, Bangor, Me.—Publish more about side 
lines for retail druggists and where in New York they can be 
bought “right” for cash. This is one of the branches that 
we have to resort to as a life saver. There is nothing to my 
mind that hurts us so much to-day as the giving by manufac- 
turers of full-sized packages to the physicians. This is the 
real start of the dispensing doctor. If the manufacturers 
would confine themselves to literature they would soon kill 
substitution by competition. 


H. J. Driamonp, Buffalo, N. Y.—We don’t think we are as 
capable of conducting the AMERICAN DrRuGGIST as those who 
It furnishes good, solid reading matter all 


are in office now. 
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the way through. For a juicy intellectual beefsteak it can’t 
be beat. 


J. W. Picott, Clarksburg, W. Va.—Store Management, Busi- 
ness Building, New Remedies and the Drug Market are the 
leading departments with us. 


O. B. Davis, Darlington, S. C.—I am especially interested in 
Current Prices and consider the AMERICAN DRUGGIST one of 
the best of its kind. 


Ep. E. WitutiAMs, Antigo, Wis.—Store Management in gen- 
eral, Window Dressing in particular, interest me most. Would 
appreciate articles from practical window dressers relating to 
arranging small windows. 





Citizens’ Drua Store, Brookville, Ind.—We appreciate 
your department on hints to advertisers. We feel it would be 
more profitable if fuller; also hints for the soda water dis- 
penser. A complete list of formulas would be very valuable. 


P. R. Srauz, Centralia, Wash.—The departments in the 
AMERICAN DrRuGGIST of most interest to us are Store Manage- 
ment and Business Building. 


W. A. TrAyYSER, New London, Wis.—I am well satisfied 
with the AMERICAN DRUGGIST as at present conducted. Of par- 
ticular interest to me are your departments Business Build- 
ing and Store Management. 


JAMES H. Jones, New York, N. Y.—I am much interested 
in Mr. Manning’s department, also in Queries and Answers. 

C. H. McConnetu, Chicago, Ill—Probably the AMERICAN 
DrvuGcistT could be improved, as nothing in this world is per- 
fect, but it is good enough as it is and I can suggest nothing 
that would better it. 


DRossEL’s PHARMACY, San Francisco, Cal.—In our opinion 
your excellent journal could be further improved by omitting 
the department of Store Management and substituting therefor 
a department “ From Our Foreign ard Other Contemporaries.” 
giving excerpts from articles appearing in both foreign and 
domestic pharmaceutical journals. 


Dr. J. A. SETTLE, Yukon, Okla.—We like and benefit from 
Store Management, advertising, practical store formulas and 
methods; also the uranalysis feature you are now running and 
all practical business features possible. 

ALEx. M. Roprnson, Bangor, Me.—I like the make up of the 
AMERICAN DRUGGIST and cannot suggest any improvement on 
same. 


ALBERT WETTERSTROEM, Cincinnati, O.—I have no criticism 
to make except that I think the AMERICAN DrucGIsrT is one of 
the best drug journals ‘published. 





Western Appreciation. 
[From the Western Drug Record for December. ] 


The AMERICAN Drueaist is publishing interesting and in- 
structive articles on ‘“‘ The New Physical Chemistry,” the same 
being reports of Prof. H. C. Jones’ lectures before the Brook- 
lyn Institute. The public is familiar with these new re- 
searches through the advertising Professor Loeb has had in 
connection with his “ Life Elixir of Salt.” The lectures are 
well worth careful reading. 





Prof. John Uri Lloyd’s famous satires, the first of which, 
“The Mother of Sam Hill’s Wife’s Sister,” was published in 
the Criterion for September, 1901, are resumed in the January 
number with the fourth paper of the series, ‘“‘ Sam Hill, Sheriff 
of Knowleton, Kaintuck,”’ and purports to be related by 
“Chinnie Bill Smith,” the famous story teller of “ Stringtown 
on the Pike.” These satires, written exclusively for the Cri- 
terion, will be illustrated by Martin Justice, whose character 
studies are second to none in the magazine field. Professor 
Lloyd’s inimitable style and daring, yet kindly, humor will be 
a rare treat to Criterion readers. A deeper meaning will be 
read between the lines of these unusual papers by thoughtful 
minds. The next paper, ‘‘ Why a Kentuckian Stands With 
His Back to the Stove, the Testing of Milinda,” by Sam Hill, 
will appear in the March Criterion and the remaining during 
the year 1903. 








(Written forthe American Druggist.) 


SPRING IN THE DRUG STORE. 
By C. G. BUCHANAN, 
Professcr of Commercial Pharmacy, Scio College of Pharmacy, Scio, O. 


HE coming of spring presents many opportunities to 
the retail pharmacist which, if improved, will greatly 
redound to his advantage, not alone by the money which 
will flow into his cash drawer, but by an added reputation 
as a pharmacist and by the number of new regular cus- 
tomers which he will gather to himself as a reward for 
his thoughtfulness. 

The season brings with it a deluge of blood purifiers, 
nerve tonics, invigorators and similar goods, but it is not 
alone in the remedial lines that the possibilities for in- 
creased gain lie; for spring weather also brings with it an 
onset of house cleaning, which, while not the most pleas- 
ant of things to contemplate, appears to be a necessity in 
all households, and during its progress there are many 
articles contained in the average drug store which either 
are used or are available for use, and it will be greatly to 
the pharmacist’s profit to have such goods prominently 
before the public during this time. 

There may be some few articles which the pharmacist 
will have to stock especially for the spring season, but 
they are not many—in fact, the most of them are among 
his standard goods and it requires but little extra work 
on his part to have them done up in neat packages handy 
for retailing ; they are almost, if not entirely, self adver- 
tising and vield a handsome profit. 

There should be ammonia, spirit of turpentine, ben- 
zin, etc., in 2 pint, pint and quart bottles. One or more 
good furniture polishes are a necessity, and while there 
may be some favorite brand or brands, which custom re- 
quires one to keep, the pharmacist should also ‘have a 
preparation of his own which he can recommend. 

A great many excellent formulas for furniture pol- 
ishes have been published and can be obtained by any 
one. The following is given only because it has been 
found satisfactory as to results, easy to prepare and of 
little cost : 


BS AUUMSEE TOL ATAU ANSA TAD cao iu, o0'4 ip c yor loos 9,4 4:5:0) ols 67a ee wleroseze 3ss 
SPITIC OF TUPPCNUNC. 6.6.5 6.0)5:00:5:05.0 0 06 bic vee sieucoe a ceWAly 
MBG OIMONN oe elmer eae nina ci ee ind aisle bas We 5viij 


On the label special stress should be laid on the fact 
that in order to get good results vigorous rubbing should 
accompany the application, and in selling furniture pol- 
ishes, no matter of what kind, it will be found advisable 
to impress this carefully upon the purchaser. 

Wall-paper cleaners and carpet cleaners should also 
be featured at this season. Silver polishes, while salable 
at all times, should, owing to the increased demand at this 
season, be brought to the front. The good, old-fashioned 
articles of whiting and prepared chalk and ammonia 
should be put up in five and ten cent packages, ready to 
hand over the counter. These goods can all be appro- 
priately advertised by means of window displays. 

_ The sides, back and possibly the top of the window 
might be lined with old, dirty wall-paper, odd bolts of 
which are obtainable at any paper store, and, if not dirty 
enough, they can soon be made to appear so by the use 
of a little soot and dirt. Half of this paper is to be cleaned 
so as to demonstrate the good results that can be obtained 
by the use of the cleaner. 

The bottom of the window is to be carpeted with some 
old carpet of a good cleaning material, so that the cleansed 
Portion will show up well in contrast with the uncleansed 
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part; a small stand or table, partly polished, might be 
placed in the window for the display of silver ware in the 
various stages of cleansing. The remaining space in the 
window might be used to display the different articles 
advertised and attention directed to their merits, prices, 
etc., by means of appropriate price tickets, show cards, etc. 

The insecticides should receive attention, including the 
different insect powders, liquid preparations of a like na- 
ture, rat and mouse exterminators, moth balls, coal tar 
camphor, etc., and be kept well displayed for a time. 
Many of these, such as corrosive sublimate bed bug 
poison, should be put up by the pharmacist himself. Most 
of the powders can be bought in bulk and put up by the 
pharmacist, thereby greatly increasing his profits. 

Some attention should be paid to the disinfectants, 
which class includes chloride of lime, copperas, carbolic 
acid, creolin, formaldehyde solution and formaldehyde 
fumigators, sulphur candles, Platt’s chlorides and numer- 
ous others. The pharmacist should put up a disinfecting 
solution of his own make in order to have something 
which he can push and from which he can reap a good 
big profit. This solution may contain one or more chem- 
icals and consist either of a mixture, the originating of 
which calls for a considerable knowledge of chemistry, or 
of one containing nothing more than a saturated solution 
of chorinated lime, iron sulphate, or even a 50 per cent. 
solution of carbolic acid. 

This solution will be found to sell best if it is put up 
in a pint bottle of some such shape as makes the container 
appear larger than it really is; say, either a round French 
square or Blake. A sprinkler top should be used and the 
labels should be carefully worded and neatly printed or 
lithographed. The label should call attention to the care 
epent in the originating and manufacture of the prepara- 
tion; to its many uses and merits in each case, and give 
full directions for use. Such a preparation will soon be 
one of the store’s best sellers at all seasons of the year. 

As the house cleaning season approaches its close the 
medicinal and minor surgical lines should receive atten- 
tion, for such things as court plaster, finger stalls, band- 
ages, cotton, porous plasters, liniments of all kinds, toilet 
preparations, cough syrups, blood purifiers and many 
others will certainly sell and sell well if a little attention 
be paid to pushing their sale. 





Color Photography on Paper.— The Pharma- 
ceutical Journal prints a note on a recent lecture delivered 
before the Camera Club, London, in which was described 
a new process for producing satisfactory photographs in 
natural colors on paper. Three negatives of the object, 
taken through red, green and blue color filters respective; 
ly, are printed upon a special celluloid film, coated with 
gelatin and a chromium salt, and developed in warm 
water, when all the gelatin unacted upon by light dis- 
solves away, leaving a low relief in clear gelatin upon the 
celluloid base. After being stained up in color baths— 
the print from the red filter negative in cyan-blue, that 
from the green in pink, and that from the blue in yellow 
—the three films, if superposed and viewed as a trans- 
parency, exactly reproduce the colors of the object photo- 
graphed. A special advantage of the process is that the 
celluloid film does not constitute a component part of the 
finished prints, since it has been found that if the gelatin 
relief, soaked in a suitable dye stuff, is laid while damp 
upon a thin film of soft gelatin upon paper, the whole of 
the coloring matter will leave the hard gelatin relief and 
be absorbed by the softer gelatin coating upon the paper. 
It is only necessary to apply the pink, yellow and green- 
ish-blue films successively to the damp gelatinous paper 
in order to produce a print in natural colors. 
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THE VALUE OF THE LLOYD REACTION 
FOR MORPHINE.’ 
By ALBERT WANGERIN, 

Of the ’harmaceutico-Chemical Laboratory of the University of Halle. 


HE characteristic violet-blue color which is yielded 
by strychnine when the latter is treated with po- 
tassium bichromate and sulphuric acid is also produced 
when these reagents are added to a mixture of morphine 
and hydrastine, a fact discovered by Prof. John Uri 
Lloyd,? and utilized by him in his novel, “ Stringtown on 
the Pike.” According to the investigations of Seward W. 
Williams, this color reaction of morphine is developed 
with a mixture of hydrastine and sulphuric acid alone 
without the presence of potassium bichromate, and Wil- 
liams proposed that this simple reaction for morphine 
should be known as the Lloyd reaction. For a detailed 
study of this reaction and a partial investigation of the 
action of these reagents with other alkaloids we are in- 


Weight of 
hydrastine 
employed. 


Gm. 0.001. Gm. 0.002. 


Gm. 0.001.. | After 5 or 10 minutes very 
pale dull pink. dirty pink. 

A fter 3 
pink; 


Gm. 0.002.. | After 5 minutes dull pink; 
| after 10 minutes dirty 


pink to dirty light violet. 


after 10 


tendency to blue. 


After 5 or 10 minutes pale 


minutes clearly 
minutes 
pink to light violet, with 
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one of hydrastine containing 0.05 Gm. to each 100 Ce. I 
also prepared a stronger solution containing 0.25 Gm. 
per 100 Cc. of the respective alkaloids, both aqueous and 
alcoholic solutions being made. The desired quantity of 
each of the alkaloids was then taken up from these sep- 
arate solutions by means of a graduated pipette, placed on 
a watch glass, and evaporated to dryness over a water 
bath. After cooling, five drops of pure, concentrated 
sulphuric acid were poured on the residue, and intimately 
mixed with it by stirring with a glass rod for ten minutes, 
the watch glass being held over a white surface. The ac- 
companying table shows the result of a series of experi- 
ments carried out in this way. 

It might be suggested that the same results would be 
obtained if the concentrated acid were triturated directly 
with accurately weighed quantities of both alkaloids; but, 
on the other hand, it is quite possible that a portion of 
the hydrastine might adhere to the glass rod, and thus not 
participate in the reaction at the right time to produce the 


Weight of morphine hydrochloride employed. 


Gm. 0.005. Gm. 0.01. 





After 5, and even more 
clearly after 10, minutes 
bluish pink. 


After 5 minutes pink; af- 
ter 10 minutes bluish 
pink to dull violet. 

After 4 or 5 minutes clear 
pink, somewhat shot 
with blue on the margin: 
after 10 minutes reddish 
violet center and bluish 
violet layers on the mar- 


what pink streaked with 
blue; after 10 minutes 
dull bluish pink. 





gin. 
Gm. 0.005.. | Through yellow and dirty Through yellow and) After 5 minutes bluish | After 5 minutes bluish 
| yellow, after 5 minutes| brownish yellow, after 5| pink; after 10 minutes| pink; after 10 minutes 
olive; after 10 minutes; minutes brownish vio-| clear reddish violet cen- bright reddish violet cen- 
dirty brownish violet let; after 10 minutes| ter, the thin marginal| ter with a bluish fluores- 
on standing. | brownish violet center! layers showing bluish | cent border. 
| with somewhat bluish | violet to amethyst in col- | 


violet margin. 


| After 5 minutes brownish | 
| olive; after 10 minutes | 
| dirty brownish violet | 
eenter with dirty bluish | 
| violet outer. 


let; after 10 


amethyst on 
| | margin. 


debted to Joseph L. Mayer,* in whose opinion “ Lloyd’s 
reaction, on account of its sharpness and its ease of ap- 
plication, is worthy of a place among the alkaloidal coior 
reactions.” 

In an effort to utilize the Lloyd reaction for the iden- 
tification of morphine or hydrastine in toxicological an- 
alyses I have observed that both in the shade of color 
produced and in the intensity of the color the results of 
the reaction vary materially, and that for the most part 
the results are indistinct, but little characteristic, and 
often entirely lacking, even in cases where the alkaloid 
can be readily recognized with other reagents. I have, 
therefore, subjected the Lloyd reaction to a series of con- 
trol tests with pure preparations made by Merck, in 
which the two alkaloids were used in varying quantities, 
but only in such small quantities as they would probably 
be found in the ordinary toxicological examinations. 
These tests were carried out in the following manner: I 
prepared a solution of morphine hydrochloride and also 


_? Translated for the AMERICAN DruGoist from the Pharmaceutische 
Zeitung, of Berlin, for January 21, 1903. 

2 Compare Jahresbericht der Pharmacie, 61 (1901), I, 337. 

3In a paper read at the annual meeting of the New York State 
Pharmaceutical Association for 1901, and published in the AMERICAN 
Druccist for July 22, 1901, p. 39. 


After 5 minutes dirty vio- | After 5 minutes pink shot 
minutes | 
turning toward a reddish | 
brown violet, almost | 
clear center, with a mar- 
gin of bluish violet to 
the outer | 


or. 

After 5 minutes beautiful 
bluish-red on the mar- 
gin; after 10 minutes 
bright reddish violet cen- 
ter, thin marginal layers 


streaked with blue. 


| 
with blue; after 10 min- | 
utes red-streaked center | 
with bluish violet 1 


| amethyst margin. 


| ome 


desired results, and so introduce a possible source of 
error. 

From the accompanying table it will be seen that the 
Lloyd reaction yields only a pale and indistinct pink to 
dark violet color with very small quantities of morphine 
and hydrastine. When the quantity of either or both 
alkaloids is increased the reaction becomes more distinct, 
though the particular shade of color produced varies as 
the proportions of the respective alkaloids vary to each 
other, being sometimes bluish-pink, then brownish-violet, 
or again bright reddish-violet, etc. From my own obser- 
vations I should say that the reaction is not really char- 
acteristic except with from 0.005 to 0.01 Gm. of mor- 
phine, and 0.002 to 0.05 Gm., or even 0.015 Gm. of hy- 
drastine. The correct color tone with these quantities is 
from pale reddish-violet to a bright violet-red with a more 
or less bluish-viclet tone in the outer layers. As has been 
already ascertained by J. L. Mayer, this coloration is 
somewhat more permanent than the similar reaction of 
strychnine, but after 15 or 20 minutes the color begins to 
fade out on the edges, and after the lapse of a few hours 
turns to a more or less greenish or olive hue. 

In toxicological analyses morphine is not obtained in 
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the degree of purity -in which it was used in the reac- 
tions above described, and the Lloyd reaction is therefore 
interfered with. Furthermore the quantity of alkaloid 
available for this particular test in toxicological research 
is often smaller than 0.005 Gm., and is therefore insuffi- 
cient to cause a sharp, clearly defined reaction. Finally, 
it is not often the case that both alkaloids are present in 
the requisite proportions to produce a proper color. On 
all of these grounds, therefore, I do not consider the 
Lloyd reaction as available in toxicological analyses for 
the identification of hydrastine or of morphine. If, how- 
ever, considerable quantities of these preparations are to 
be identified as morphine or as hydrastine, the use of the 
Lloyd reaction is to be highly recommended. It also 
seems to me to be well suited for a lecture demonstra- 
tion. 

It is worth while to record the fact that apomorphine 
hydrochloride produces almost exactly the same reaction 
with hydrastine and sulphuric acid as does morphine, 
while very small quantities, or a considerable excess of 
hydrastine produce a less characteristic color reaction 
with morphine, as little as 0.005 to 0.01 Gm. of apo- 
morphine hydrochloride, with 0.005 to 0.01 Gm. of hy- 
drastine, and five drops of concentrated sulphuric acid 
gives a very beautiful, intense, blue-violet color on the 
margin, shading to a bright reddish-violet to cherry-red 
color in the center. The Lloyd reaction when carried 
out with apomorphine begins to fade out after eight or 
ten minutes, a yellowish-green to green zone making its 
appearance first on the edge, and gradually occupying the 
whole of the field. 





GALENICAL QUERIES ANSWERED. 





In the January number of the Bulletin of Pharmacy, 
Professor Ruddiman, of Vanderbilt University, Nashville, 
puts a number of queries connected with the practical 
work of dispensing and manufacturing by the pharmacist 
and appends answers framed, like the queries, by himself. 
The subjoined are printed under the heading ~ 


DISPENSING WHYS. 


Why does zinc chloride frequently not give a clear so- 
lution with water? On account of a basic chloride which 
can best be gotten rid of by filtering through asbestos or 
glass wool. 

Why can iron spatulas sometimes be used without 
danger of darkening the ointment in making ointment of 
tannic acid? If the ointment base is fatty, and there is no 
solvent for tannic acid, there will be no darkening. 

Why should heat not be used in making ointment of 
tannic acid? If the mixture is heated only a little above 
the melting point of lard the acid becomes sticky and 
forms tough masses that cannot be distributed through 
the base. 

Why is rose water used in cold cream instead of 
enough oil of rose to perfume? Water makes the oint- 
ment more soft and creamy. 

Why should a horn spatula be used in making an oint- 
ment containing salicylic acid? If an iron one were used 
the iron might be attacked slightly, causing a pinkish color 
due to the formation of salicylate of iron. 

Why put decolorized tincture of iodine, N. F., into a 
cool place before filtering? To aid the precipitation of so- 
dium tetrathionate. 

_ Why, in making tincture of ipecac and opium, is the 
tincture of opium evaporated to 800 Cc. instead of goo 
Ce., which would give 1,000 Cc. with the fluid extract of 
ipecac? Filtration of the mixed liquids is necessary, and 
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evaporation is carried to 800 Cc. to allow washing of the 
filter. 

Why are the ingredients in compound tincture of ben- 
zoin digested at 65 degrees C. instead of macerating for 
seven days? To shorten the time of making. Indeed, 
many of the other tinctures made by long maceration 
might better be made by digestion. 

Why should santonin and preparations containing it 
be put into containers protecting it from the light? Light 
causes santonin to become yellow. 

Why is santonin better than the sodium santoninate 
which was formerly official? Because it is not so soluble, 
so irritating, or so readily absorbed. 

Why should the ingredients of an effervescing powder 
not be triturated in a mortar after being mixed? Tritura- 
tion is liable to cause reaction with liberation of some car- 
bon dioxide. 

Why is it better to mix sugar and sodium bicarbonate 
together before mixing with the acid? The tendency to 
reaction is lessened. 

Why is hydrochloric acid used in purifying talcum? 
[t forms soluble compounds with many of the impurities, 
leaving the magnesium silicate. 

Why is syrup of lime boiled in a copper or tinned-iron 
vessel instead of glass or porcelain? The hot alkaline so- 
lution would be liable to attack the glass or porcelain. 

Why, in hardening cacao butter suppositories, must 
care be used not to get too much of the hardening agent? 
Since the base does not dissolve in the alimentary canal, 
but melts, the melting point must not be above the tem- 
perature of the body. 

Why is musk first rubbed with water in making tinc- 
ture of musk? Water dissolves out more of the extract- 
ive matter than alcohol. 

Why is tincture of nux vomica made from the extract? 
It gives a more uniform product, the extract being as- 
sayed. 

Why, in making laudanum, is opium macerated 12 
hours with water before adding the alcohol? Water is a 
good solvent for the active principles and it disintegrates 
opium better than alcohol. 

Why must the aqueous opium extract and ether not be 
shaken vigorously in making deodorized tincture of 
opium? If shaken vigorously an emulsion will be pro- 
duced which requires a long time for separation. 

Why is potassium carbonate used in aqueous tincture 
of rhubarb? It is alkaline and prevents the precipitation 
of resinous matter. 

Why is white wine used in preference to red wine in 
making medicinal wines? It contains less tannin and con- 
sequently has fewer incompatibilities. 

Why is wine fortified with alcohol in making med- 
icinal wines? To make the preparations more permanent. 

Why is ferric hydrate objectionable as a detannating 
agent for wine? Wine contains some potassium acid-tar- 
trate, and this dissolves a little iron. 

Why is it necessary to treat zinc sulphate with alcoho! 
in order to determine the presence or absence of free acid? 
The salt itself is acid, but it is not soluble in alcohol, while 
the free acid is. 





MAILLARD’S COSMETIC VINEGAR. 
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FAVORITE FORMULAS. 





ANISETTE. 
RUSK s. kbanapawks Suaob saben eee e ee oar drops xviij 
PONDI 656 544deK ene deve pen Se entesed eae ees’e Gm. 500 
Se eee ye ee rere eee. es ey a Gm. 625 
(ae er ee ee ee ee ro Gm. 500 
ANTISEPTIC DENTIFRICE ELIXIR. 
DMM cca sasuke sens a tesaw Gene ae heute hee Gm. 0.15 
PPE Ck cbinscbucsuss'e siniee ds ose ee sbee kee Gm. 62.20 
POUND et as ac mines ia eho hee Gm, 77.75 
SOUR IID sco bcoe ass s uae Shee bews bee e Gm. 7.66 
RE ic ccbe naive sac eke esse peewee drops v 
PU EEUEL: .. Skee ison odes bkiaeae ees ee eaaae drops viij 
[POON os so ks dseeb es acn~sscna se benwee drops viij 
Ee eT ere ey ee eS drops iij 
[PRS Ey cob ad 6a kSe ks se SRE eM S SD eKbe SES drops v 
Pe PORE TE asin ca aes en bse ens Sbas ay einke drops xx 
EE RT TE Resa 50 onsen ees cosas s® ad. Gm. 500 
ANTISEPTIC VINEGAR. 
Parts. 
Ree RENE Sick ok pees cehe eee tbwesaee ae uss sx bss 300 
RIED RCN, si hie Vib hws ko Wicker Ws eines eos wim 300 
Rc NE NEG os 5 45 KS a5 04's 66 $54 Seb sss owe 1,000 
ee ee re er re ee eee 9,000 
ee eT eee TT ee Tr ee 1,000 
Ce NEL 55s 5 se WISKE GS SHRM pk es be be ben ees s 100 
BeOR IE boi a sine hh eS bREREREN ESSERE SSE SY > ORE 1,000 
Mix, macerate two to three days. and filter. 
ATHENIAN WATER 
Ne OIE. 524Gb dGb us easscsaoubaneeee eons Gm. 1.50 
Dissolved in: 
Oe ee ee er es Gm. 30 
SR MMO oo ke ak ge acs eke saben an eee Gm. 20 
IS Kin NED MORNE. ac sv as see eitie bores wives a's Gm. 50 
ESSENCE OF MOSS ROSE. 
Ce Be eee ae er ee eee errs | | 
PD At EINNNOE, costes sors aa ein een weer 5iiss 
ND On 5 SBS esd doce Meek Oho soak S EES 3i 
BUN. Chace bE ccbteGakhe sobk oben haw eecee cease ee ke 
SEOBE WRUCT, COMCCTUTBORT 0 u.. 5 o:so:0' sc ecsiseeiscsascas 5x 
CORNICIDE FOR CORNS, 
Parts. 
PRES INES SINTON 5 Sooo sive babe h phase see 1 
wi oe | COS arrears. 10 
Pe RS LULL chee cee haan s aioe ae eo oh aneam 5 
Dissolve and add: 

Oe Sr KEke see eee CRESS SASSO ERE 82 
PIP MM Cr cee SOR ehh SAL DALS os eSu 5S eGR en koemene es 2 
DENTAL VINEGAR. 

SO MOU: issn eke shies eS Wsbeee Sade biased we Gm. 20 
SO NS 5524 sa sbioas an ecksicobewekeusss Oe Gm. 20 
IP WIR Sj coe ncabussskdivedsSase be bios 7m. 2.50 
SNE Pee er oocd nie bigs bie ake etre oak mic RA 7m. 2.50 
Re en COCIPRIER Sook s oss sarc kauedsewna ee Gm. 100 
DEE EG Eso 5k Cos SS TAR SSAS ASE SESS SSeS RSS OE Gm. 350 

Digest and filter, then add: 

oP cork cl cis k sh asaw sy ees ssn anneae Gm. 100 

DENTENAMEL. 
PE eS nob pee eobane one Ks oss bec ceeenee Gm. 1.4 
SED SOO RTUMRTR os cbs cones eee wddnceu ow Gm. 1.50 
Calcium carbonate precip...................2% 7m. 350 
REMIND SAUONRED, 5 5 555. sisis in wsscess shasta Gm. 10 
Se ORD aa rbicck cise pkas cash ee sake cee eee Gm. 30 
PE ESE OLS SS Lau oe ibs SERRE LS oho SEE Gm. 30 
PMCS cx'tS6csica ane es Seach seen chunked Gm. 1.50 
REIN cis ces eh aSwcindSbwain eau drops xxx 
Pe RMEPEE ITI BNNs noe Ses Rein ebbe secs oer drops xxx 
[I Ss Aims cSieerchee Seka Ds SEes ous Eee q. 8 
DENTINE WASH. 

ESR as oe knG so eck ok cask Sune eee Gm. 50 
3 eT ere re a eee ere Gm. 120 
DEM USh EGS kbs tan ss ook uae SoavcGh cbean sober Gm. 180 
IE Hic cle bbGk web bo can kawceeeke Gm. 180 
ee or ret ree a Gm. 1.30 
ERM. cs SnGhchsecsabusceakiorakn cece Gm. 2 
PUMICE EC Re Gnis i a bGn eke culksosca Khoo Gm. 0.6 
ND ON WRUNINUNS ois 5 oe bs we vee mak onsccaese Gm. 15 
eens Wr WRPERINO IN, Bios suinscaascssccatsaccee s 
DOR RS ie echh ue SoS Nes ewkase eek Seek Ge Gm. 30 


STORE MANAGEMENT. 


Conducted by W. A. Dawson. 

In addition to publishing a series of articles covering the commer- 
cial side of pharmacy, the editor of this department will en- 
deavor to discuss, criticise, advise and give information on 
any question pertaining to the business management of the 
drug store propounded by readers of the AMERICAN DRUGGIST. 
This feature of the department is intended to constitute a bust- 
ness query column for the readers of the AMERICAN DRUGGIST, 
and all queries regarding business matters addressed to it will 
be freely answered. 


Employer and Employee; Their Duties and Relations. 
(Continued. ) 
THE DIVISION OF LABOR. 


S a basis for systematizing the labors of the working 
A force of the pharmacy the work might be divided 
into routine, general and special work. 

’ Under “ routine work” would be included all tasks 
and duties performed at stated intervals—each day, week, 
month or year; “ general work” all that intended to be 
done as occasion required in connection with the “ keep- 
ing up” and display of the stock; while “ special work ” 
would mean the performance of some duty that must 
needs be completed without interruption, and in which 
the operator ought not to be interfered with except under 
extraordinary circumstances. 

Special work, then, includes the higher and more im- 
portant duties of the working force or staff, as waiting 
upon a customer, making change, entering a charge, pre- 
paring a prescription, checking, analysis, etc.; also any 
special task ordered done by the manager, or which he 
has required to be done, the employee being, for the time, 
released from regular duty to give his entire attention to 
the special task. 

General work is meant to include all manufacturing— 
stock galenicals, dispensing solutions, special prepara- 
tions, bottling and packaging goods for retailing, putting 
up specialties, bringing stock forward, filling up shop con- 
tainers, checking off and putting away new goods, arrang- 
ing displays of goods in the showcases, wall cases, on 
counters and in the show windows, and the like. 

Routine work refers to those tasks concerned with the 
cleanliness of the store—sweeping, dusting, washing, pol- 
ishing and scrubbing, although in addition to these it in- 
cludes the accounting and other office work, and the care 
of the prescription files. 

Each employee should begin his day’s work by per- 
forming his routine tasks. These finished, he should 
turn to general work, dropping either for whatever spe- 
cial duties may present themselves and going back to the 
task engaged upon as soon as released from special duty. 
Employees should be expected to keep on their feet and 
actively at work during the day. In the evening, after 
returning from the last meal of the day, no other work 
save waiting upon customers should be undertaken, the 
employees being left free either to sit and read, or study, 
except for such interruptions as the exigencies of busi- 
ness require. Where there is more than one registered 
clerk, the clerks should take turns in serving customers, 
the juniors not being called upon unless all the registered 
men are busy; thus allowing the juniors more time for 
study and comparative freedom from interruption. 


THE IMPORTANCE OF THE CUSTOMER. 


One of the fundamentals that every employee should 
get firmly fixed in his mind is that “ the most important 
thing in the drug store is the customer.” The quicker 
and harder a clerk gets this truth fixed in his head, the 
more use he will be to his employer and to himself. It is 
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the customer for whom and by whom the whole estab- 
lishment exists, the central sun around which everything 
else connected with the business revolves. The fine fit- 
tings, the extensive stock, the comfort and cleanliness of 
the well-ordered store, are not merely the expression of 
the esthetic taste of the proprietor, nor are they intended 
solely for the comfort and convenience of the employees. 
All, from the door-mat to the prescription-file, is for the 
comfort, pleasure, convenience and safety of the cus- 
tomer. 

It is the customers’ money that pays the rent, keeps 
the lights burning, pays the clerks their wages and the 
employer his profits. Therefore the fact should always be 
kept in mind that the most important thing in the busi- 
ness is the customer just entering the door. At once 
leave the work in hand and step forward to welcome and 
cheerfully attend to the customers’ wants, serving them 
with a cheerful alacrity that will make them feel that they 
are welcome, and that you are glad of an opportunity to 
be of service to them. 

We lay particular stress upon this point because of 
the fact that the most prominent fault of the average 
clerk, as seen in a business experience of many years, is 
a careless indifference and dilatoriness about the serving 
of customers. Good salesmanship, which is mainly the 
art of pleasing a customer, seems to be almost a lost art, 
and it is a rare thing to find a clerk who is at once a well 
educated pharmacist and a good salesman; a condition of 
things with which the “ professional” idea, as taught in 
some of our colleges, has something to do. The young 
college graduate, unless a particularly level-headed chap, 
becomes rather too much puffed-up with his new-found 
dignity and is too liable to “ give himself airs’ with cus- 
tomers. Much of the natural aptitude that he formerly 
had for making an agreeable impression has been lost in 
his two years of laboratory training, and the study of 
good salesmanship now smacks too much of “ commer- 
cialism ” to receive much of his attention. 

Customers should be waited upon with all possible 
promptness and dispatch; as soon as a customer enters 
the door, if there is no clerk behind the counter ready 
to serve him, one should step forward at once, so that the 
customer may not be kept waiting a moment, or, if un- 
able to do this, call out, “ In a moment, please,” or some- 
thing similar, to assure the customer that he is not being 
neglected, and upon reaching the customer an apology 
should always be offered for the delay. 


DUTIES OF FIRST AND SECOND CLERKS. 


The first clerk should be on duty in the front store at 
all times—except when some special duty calls him into 
the laboratory—occupying his time with the routine and 
general work of the front of the establishment, except 
when engaged in serving customers. 

The second clerk should spend the greater part of his 
time in the laboratory, preparing prescriptions as they are 
handed in, and when not engaged with these attending to 
and overseeing the routine and general work of that part 
of the establishment ; at the same time he should keep an 
eye on the store and be ready to serve customers when- 
ever the store clerks have more than they can attend to, 
and, likewise, the first clerk should assist with prescrip- 
tion work when necessary, so far as he can without neg- 
lecting customers. In all cases he should check off the 
prescriptions prepared by the second clerk and vice versa. 


STOCK KEEPING. 


To the first clerk should be delegated the important 
duty of stock keeping. This is too important a matter 
in the drug store to be left to a minor clerk or allowed to 
take care of itself. Some one person connected with the 


business should know the stock thoroughly ; what articles 
are on hand, where they are kept, their cost and selling 
price, the quantity usually bought and the rate it is sell- 
ing at, so as to judge of the advisability of buying in 
greater or less quantities. 

There is none other so well fitted for this duty as the 
head clerk. He sells the greater amount of goods, and 
knows more about the salability of the various articles 
than any other one person in the establishment. The pro- 
prietor should always consult him as to the quantities to 
order and get his ideas on the salability of any new line of 
goods. 

To acquire a complete knowledge of the stock, it is 
necessary that the head clerk check off and put away all 
new goods as received; bring forward all stock from the 
reserves in store ; keep the price book and arrange the dis- 
plays of goods in the store and windows. Ina very large 
business he may simply oversee these things, with the ex- 
ception of checking off the bills and keeping the price 
book. 

To do this it will be necessary to adopt some such rou- 
tine as follows: In ordering goods a duplicate of the or- 
der should be made and kept on hand for reference, the 
copies being kept together on an “ order file,” so that a 
reference to this file may show just what goods were or- 
dered. One or more want books should be kept, separate 
books being provided for goods bought “ direct” from 
manufacturers. When goods arrive, they should be un- 
packed by the porter, while the head clerk checks them 
off from the copy of the order and puts them away; such 
stock as cannot be accommodated in the store and labora- 
tory being put with the reserve stock. Every morning 
the clerk should look over the store and laboratory stocks 
and bring forward from the reserve whatever may be 
necessary to fill up the vacancies caused by the sales of the 
day before and put on the “want” list whatever is 
needed, a routine duty that takes about one hour’s time 
in a hundred-dollar-a-day business. 

Handling the stock over in this way one grows fa- 
miliar with everything in it, becomes an authority on 
prices and a good judge of the salability of a new article. 
When a bill for goods arrives it is checked off from the 
copy, each article is entered up in the price book, date, 
quantity, who bought of, and price being noted, and such 
articles as were laid aside on account of the selling price 
being unknown are marked and put away. 

As an auxiliary to this price book, which should be 
kept in the store for instant reference, a small price book 
should be kept on the prescription counter containing 
particulars regarding the cost and selling prices of such 
articles as are used in prescription work, for the pur- 
pose of a guide in pricing prescriptions, and thus do 
away with the necessity of marking each container be- 
sides effecting economy in time. 

In formulating a routine of hours and duties, the man- 
ager of the business should be guided by the seniority of 
the different employees. The first or head clerk should 
have, after the manager, his choice of meal hours, days 
off and vacation period, the second clerk the next choice, 
and so on. A manager should be careful of granting fa- 
vors off-hand to employees. As a rule, it is best to take 
the matter under consideration when a clerk requests a 
change in his meal hour or day off, or extra time off, as it 
frequently happens that the granting of some seemingly 
simple favor without thought has done injustice to or in- 
terfered with some of the other employees; as, for in- 
stance, where an employer changed the day off of a clerk 
who had been with him but six months, and thereby of- 
fended his head clerk who had been in his employ for 
many years. The latter felt that his employer had been 
thoughtless and unjust to him. 
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Cream of Current Literature 


A summary of the leading articles in contemporary pharmaceutical periodicals, 





The Reaction of Quinine and Quinidine.—Hirschsohn 
(Pharmaceutische Centralhalle, July, 1902) gives the fol- 
lowing reaction for quinine and quinidine: lf a drop of a 
2 per cent. solution of hydrogen dioxide be added to about 
10 Ce. of a solution of quinine or quinidine sulphate, and 
if a drop of a 10 per cent. copper sulphate solution be 
stirred into the liquid, and the mixture boiled, a rasp- 
berry red color is produced which gradually passes into 
violet and blue and green. Aloes also gives a red color, 
which, however, does not change on boiling. The pres- 
ence of alcohol must be avoided in producing this reac- 
tion. 

The Identification of Pilocarpine-—Helch (Union 
Pharmaceutique, September, 1902) announces the discov- 
ery of a color reaction for pilocarpine, which previously 
had no known reaction of the character described. It is 
based upon the action of a mixture of chromic acid and 
hydrogen dioxide. It is well known that if a dilute solu- 
tion of chromic acid be mixed with hydrogen dioxide, 
perchromic acid is formed, which can be shown by shak- 
ing with ether, the latter assuming a beautiful blue color. 
If the ether be replaced with chloroform or benzin these 
fluids do not change color, but if the solution contained a 
trace of pilocarpine hydrochloride, they assume a violet 
or blue tint. In practice the reaction is executed as fol- 
lows: 

One or two centigrammes of pilocarpine hydrochloride 
are mixed with a little water and 1 or 2 Cc. of hydro- 
gen dioxide solution, which should be acid in reaction. 
Two Cc. of benzin and a few drops of very dilute solu- 
tion of potassium bichromate, 3:1000, should be added, 
and the whole shaken and allowed to stand. ‘lhe benzin 
assumes a violet color. No other alkaloid produces this 
reaction. Pyridine produces a violet color, quinoline 
salicylate gives a dirty violet, while antipyrine, salipyrine 
and migrainine produce a blue color. In order to avoid 
confusion resulting from this similarity, the following 
supplementary test may be performed. The colored benzin 
is decolorized by shaking with water acidulated with sul 
phuric acid, the aqueous layer is decanted, and is again 
shaken with benzin and potassium bichromate. If pilo- 
carpine is present the benzin will not longer be colored, 
but will be colored a second time if there be any antipy- 
rine, pyridine, or salipyrine in the solution tested. 


The Incompatibility of Aspirine and Sodium Bicar- 





bonate.—M. Rousseau (L’Union Pharmaceutique, No- 
vember 15) had occasion to prepare the following pre- 
scription : 
Se ee ee ee ee ee eT - 0.30 
DPD ccciuhcihess keh basbiiek esas au we sae ch aoe 0.10 
ce es ey ee ee Seen ee ee 0.20 


In one wafer. The powder contained in these wafers 
had become black at the end of a few days and had as- 
sumed a semifluid consistence. In order to find out the 
cause of these changes, Rousseau mixed separately 
aspirine and exalgine with sodium bicarbonate. He 
found that the mixture of exalgine and sodium bicarbon- 
ate did not show anything unusual, but that the mixture 
of aspirine with the same salt gave a thick syrupy mass 
which had become acid in reaction within a few hours. 
Aspirine is acetyl-salicylic ether, and in the presence of 
sodium bicarbonate there is in the first place liquefaction, 
which is a mere physical phenomenon, and besides an 
acetyl group is liberated, so that we have to deal with a 
saponification of acetyl-salicylic ether by sodium bicar- 
bonate. 


<l New Method of Detecting Turmeric.—Albert E. 
Bell, F.1.C., F.C.S., in a communication to the Pharma- 
ceutical Journal records the fact that in the course of the 
examination of a complex powder he observed that on 
adding to the latter a few drops of diphenylamine reagent 
a fine purple coloration of great intensity was produced. 
This coloration on further investigation proved to be due 
to the action of the diphenylamine on the turmeric con- 
tained in the powder under examination. 

He has treated a large number of vegetable powders 
with this reagent, and, as in no instance was any similar 
color reaction observed, it occurred to him that it might 
be turned to practical account in the detection of small 
quantities of turmeric when used as an adulterant. Ex- 
periments were accordingly made when it was found that 


1 part of turmeric in 200 parts of Rhubarb 
1 part of turmeric in 1,000 parts of Mustard 


could readily be detected. 

The test is applied as follows: A drop of the reagent 
is placed on a clean microscopic slide by means of a glass 
rod, a small quantity of the powder under examination is 
spread evenly over the entire surface of a cover glass, and 
carefully dropped into the reagent on the slide. 

The slide is then examined microscopically with an 
inch objective, when, if turmeric be present, spots of a fine 
purple color will be observed scattered throughout the 
field of vision. The number of these purple spots can be 
employed in estimating approximately the amount of the 
drug present by comparison with standard specimen slides 
containing a known percentage of turmeric. 

The reagent consists of pure diphenylamine, alcohol go 
per cent., and pure sulphuric acid: 


SPI MUNERAIINE boss ss cing ious se usiniasS ouaaee an wes Gr. 4 
PATE OC fee US Cle CO U1 a a aa a eee es Ce. 20 
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The diphenylamine is dissolved in the go per cent. al- 
cohol, and the sulphuric acid is then carefully added. On 
cooling the reagent is ready for use. 

In comparing the relative merits of this, with those of 
the boric acid test for turmeric, Mr. Bell says that the 
diphenylamine test is: (1) Much more delicate, (2) more 
conveniently applied, (3) requires less time to perform. 


Apparatus for the Immediate Production of Hy- 


drogen Sulphide-—M. Eugene Prothiere, of Paris 
(L’Union Pharmaceutique, December) suggests a 


method of manufacturing hydrogen sulphide for labor- 
atory purposes by the action of sulphur upon petrolatum. 
Reinsch long ago pointed out that this gas could be manu- 
factured by the action of sulphur upon lard, and later 
Gallelty showed that the process could be improved by 
substituting paraffin for lard. It occurred to the author 
to try petrolatum, which is perfectly odorless and easily 
handled, instead of paraffin for the same purpose. Petro- 
latum is a mixture of saturated hydrocarbons, and at 
least theoretically it can so combine with sulphur that its 
hydrogen will form sulphuretted hydrogen and its carbon 
residual charcoal. The following reaction perhaps illus- 
trates this process: 
CnHon +2 + Sn+1= (H2S) n+imC. 


A mixture of 70 Gm. of sulphur and 30 Gm. of petro- 
latum must be used. A mixture thus proportioned, if 
heated in retort, immediately gives off hydrogen sulphide. 
Perfect combustion does not take place, however, and 
only one-half or even one-quarter of the theoretical 
amount of the gas was obtained by this method. The 
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residue, instead of being pure charcoal, was more or less 
tarry in consistence. About 25 litres of the gas per 100 
Gm. of the mixture may be obtained. The apparatus 
which the author devised for the purpose consists of a 
glass flask under which a burner furnishes heat, and 
which is connected by means of a glass and rubber cou- 
pling to a T-shaped hard rubber tube which plunges into 
a bottle and emerges to be continued into a descending 
arm that terminates in a gfass receptacle. Stop cocks are 
provided at all the bends of the tube, so that the flow 
of gas may be regulated. The mixture is placed in the 
flask and the gas is collected in the bottle. When needed 
the distal arm of the T-shaped tube is opened and the 
gas wanted is allowed to escape. A little ammonia is kept 
in the bottom of the bottle, and the gas is allowed to pass 
through it on its way outward. A simple closing of the 
step cock and a removal of the heat stops the operation, 
and the gas is kept in the flask without escaping into the 
air of the laboratory. 


Urotropine in the Urine.—According to Schering 
(quoted in L’Union Pharmaceutique for October) a char- 
acteristic reaction in the urine for urotropine may be ob- 
tained by means of a saturated solution of bromine in wa- 
ter, consisting of 10 parts of bromine and go parts of wa- 
ter. A few drops of this solution added to a urine that 
contains urotropine, but which is free from albumin will 
produce an orange-colored precipitate which dissolves on 
shaking the test tube, and is formed again on addition of 
an excess of the reagent. The urine must be cold, for 
warm urine gives the reaction only with an excess of 
bromine water. The urine may be filtered through char- 
coal previous to applying this test. The precipitate thus 
obtained resembles that obtained with urine containing al- 
bumin on addition of bromine water. The latter precipi- 
tate, however, coagulates on heating, while the former dis- 
solves on the application of heat. 


Researches on the Sterilization of Catgut. “By Dr. E. 
Rousseau. (L’Union Pharmaceutique, December) .— 
Repin suggested the use of the vapor of absolute alcohol 
or of amylic alcohol under pressure at 120 degrees, but 
it was found that the catgut thus sterilized very easily 
breaks when used. In order to obviate this difficulty the 
catgut was immersed in a solution of silver nitrate (25 
per cent.) which is said to restore to the threads their 
original elasticity. The author undertook the present re- 
search with a view of determining the best method of 
sterilizing catgut without heating it above 100 degrees C. 
He tested the effect of acetic and trichloracetic acids, 
creosote, oil of cloves, salicylic and carbolic acids, men- 
thol, camphor, thymol, beta naphthol, chromic acid and oil 
of turpentine upon catgut. At first these substances were 
vaporized, and the effects of their vapors on the gut were 
carefully observed. The vapors of chromic and acetic 
acids were found too destructive, and were therefore re- 
jected. Before sterilizing the catgut of commerce must 
be deprived of its fat, which is accomplished in the fol- 
lowing manner: The catgut is washed in a luke warm Io 
per cent. solution of sodium carbonate by soaking the 
threads therein for an hour. It is then washed in water, 
immersed for an hour in 95 per cent. alcohol and for six 
hours in chloroform, and finally dried in an incubator or 
thermostat at 30 degrees C. A series of glass tubes of 
proper sizes were then supplied, with a small amount of 
each of the antiseptics named, so that the bottom of the 
tube was covered and the threads of catgut were sus- 
pended in the tube in such a way as not to touch the anti- 
septic. The tubes were securely closed with rubber stop- 
pers, placed in a water bath and kept at a temperature of 
from 95 to 100 degrees C. for six hours. In order to test 


the efficiency of the antiseptic vapors, some of the threads 
were infected purposely with cultures of virulent septic 
germs (staphylococcus aureus and pyocyaneus) and kept 
on the water bath for six hours. The catgut was then 
removed aseptically from the tubes, was immersed in go 
per cent. alcohol, then in sterilized water and finally in 
tubes of sterilized culture bouillon with glycerin. This 
treatment removed the vapors with which the catgut was 
impregnated, so that the spores of the germs, if any were 
present, could develop in the bouillon. In spite of all the 
measures taken, when these last cultures were placed in 
an incubator to grow for 48 hours, it was found that the 
tube with carbolic acid showed turbidity (growth of 
germs) in 12 hours; that of camphor in six hours, ete. 
Further researches are needed, but the difficulty of com- 
pletely sterilizing catgut is certainly great. 


A Practical Method of Testing Mercurial Ointment. 
By Dr. Gaston Pegurier. (L’Union Pharmaceutique, 
November 15).—Gay, of Montpelier, proposed a very 
simple method of testing the quality of mercurial oint- 
ment. He filled a jar with a standard mercurial oint- 
ment, weighed it and noted on the label the weight of the 
ointment which it contained. The same jar filled with the 
ointment to be tested must weigh the same if the oint- 
ment has been properly prepared. This method is sim- 
ple enough, but it is by no means accurate, for the amount 
of ointment that goes into a jar is, as every one knows, 
subject to great variations, due to the consistency of the 
ointment, the effect of temperature, etc. The author pro- 
poses the following method instead of that devised by 
Gay: He first determines that the ointment does not con- 
tain any foreign substance, such as charcoal, manganese 
dioxide, and compounds of heavy metals added to add 
weight to it, and for this purpose he heats the ointment 
to a red heat in a capsule, when there must be no residue 
left. If this preliminary test does not show any foreign 
substance, about 50 Gm. of the ointment are heated in 
a capsule to a moderate heat, and after it has melted, ex- 
actly 30 Cc. are measured in a graduate, which has been 

carefully tarred. After cooling the graduate and its con- 

tents are placed on a scale and weighed. After deduct- 
ing the weight of the container we have the weight of 30 
Ce. of the ointment. If it is known that 30 Cc. of oint- 
ment prepared according to the Codex weighs 45 Gm., 
then it is easy to compare the weight of the ointment 
tested and to see whether it weighs the same. 


Tribasic Sodium Phosphate.-—H. B. Eigelberner de- 
scribes (Am. Jour. Phar., Dec.) the chemistry of this 
substance, which is being extensively used in this country 
at the present time as the active agent in a number of 
so-called boiler compounds, designed to prevent the hak- 
ing into crusts of the alkaline earth carbonates and sul- 
phates; it is also used to some extent as an addition to 
the water used in laundries, especially where hard water 
is used. According to the writer the consumption varies 
between 3,000,000 and 5,000,000 pounds annually. The 
ingredients used in its production are phosphate rock, 
sulphuric acid, soda ash and caustic soda, the chemical 
formula being Na,PO,12H,0. 





LUBIN’S COSMETIC WATER 
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Queries and Answers 


We shall be glad, in this department, to respond to calls for information on all pharmaceutic matters. 





Chloral in Hydro-Alcoholic Mixtures.—l. H. B. 
writes: “ The subjoined prescription was prescribed, dis- 
pensed and administered. After taking the first dose, and 
with every subsequent dose, the patient complained of a 
severe burning pain in the pit of his stomach, which 
caused great prostration lasting about an hour. The mix- 
ture was returned and was found to be filled correctly as 
written. This is the prescription: 


SO Se eee ee ey Siij 
ee ee ee oe eo 5ij 
DICT SIME ins .wcs 60s oo ewe een SS we 3 ten see See 3i 
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“M. et Sig.: One teaspoonful four times a day, or 
every hour, if necessary. 

“ Please be good enough to inform me of the reaction 
which takes place in this mixture and causes the untoward 
effects complained of. The medical attendant was afraid 
that the patient would die from the effects of the sixth 
dose, which was given several hours after the fifth, and 
he suspected that a mistake had been made in filling the 
prescription. Three different persons who tasted the mix- 
ture complained of the burning sensation on their 
tongues.” 

With alcohol in the presence of sugar and certain 
salts in solution chloral hydrate is converted into chloral 
alcoholate, which separates as an oily liquid, which will 
either sink to the bottom or'rise to the surface of the 
mixture, its place depending upon the density of the liquid 
of which it forms a part. The harsh and irritating action 
of the mixture in question can be ascribed to but one 
cause, and that is the formation of chloral alcoholate in 
the manner stated. Ruddiman says that a further addi- 
tion of alcohol may cause the liquids to mix, but this, in 
our opinion, would be unlikely to mitigate the harsh and 
disagreeable action of the chloral alcoholate. 

The prescription as it stands furnishes fresh evidence 
of the prevailing ignorance among physicians with re- 
gard to drug incompatibilities, a subject which has been 
recently ably discussed by a physician himself in a paper 
read before the New York State Medical Association and 
published in the AMERICAN Druccist for January 12. 
The physician who wrote the prescription in question 
should be gently advised to separate his sedatives from 
his tonics and prescribe them apart. 


‘Hoff’s Consumption Cure.—E. W. L. makes in- 
quiry as to the ethical character of the preparation which 
is sold under this name. He is under the impression that 
some quackery attaches to the exploitation of it and asks 
to be informed as to its character. 

The original prescription of Professor Hoff, of 
Vienna, has been preémpted by more than one proprietary 
medicine concern, who exploit the remedy for the money 
there is in it. Any quackery attached to it belongs, there- 
fore, to these concerns, and to the newspaper which con- 
verted Professor Hoff’s original publication of his dis- 
covery into an advertisement for itself, rather than to 
Professor Hofft’s prescription. The ingredients of the 
prescription and the proportions in which they are used 
have been previously given in the AMERICAN DruccIsT, 
but it will do no harm to repeat the formula, which is: 


ok ee nee Gm. 0.1 
Potassium carbonate......................... Gm. 0.2 
US eee Gm. 0.3 


Dissolve in a flask with the aid of heat and add 


PMMEW cist tk Gin sass kis eto eee eee Gm. 2.5, and add 
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After making a solution of the whole, filter. The 


directions are: 

‘* At first take 6 drops after dinner and supper, gradu- 
ally increasing to 22 drops.” 

This formula has received a good deal of newspaper 
notoriety, but it contains nothing startlingly new. Ar- 
senic has frequently been employed to meet certain condi- 
tions in tuberculosis, while cinnamic acid has had quite 
a vogue during the past ten years, its use in the treatment 
of tuberculosis having been first proposed by Professor 
Landerer. In publishing the formula some of the news- 
papers have blundered in the use of the decimal, using 
one-tenth the quantity of water originally prescribed, and 
this fact has been taken advantage of by certain enter- 
prising individuals, who have attempted to convey the 
impression that its manufacture required certain mys- 
terious knowledge not in the possession of the average 
pharmacist. 


Board Questions Criticised.— B. E. Pritchard, of 
McKeesport, publishes in the organ of the Western Penn- 
sylvania Retail Druggists’ Association some interesting 
correspondence regarding two prescriptions which ap- 
plicants for registration before the Pharmaceutical Exam- 
ining Board of Pennsylvania were asked to criticise at a 
recent examination. The prescriptions follow: 


MOONS Coa Son ou caceaGU sine aanacensngakeuee ee Sij 
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Sig. A teaspoonful after each movement of the 
bowels. 


il. 
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Sig. A teaspoonful every three hours. 

The apparent simplicity of these examples puzzled 
many of the applicants, who were in a quandary as to 
what possible criticism could be made. Mr. Pritchard 
referred the prescriptions to several prominent pharma- 
ceutical authorities, and the opinions expressed by his 


, correspondents make interesting reading. Thus Professor 


Remington said with regard to prescription No. 1 that he 
saw nothing remarkable in the prescription to criticise, 
and added: “ Two ounces of chalk mixture would mean 
16 teaspoonful doses; 120 minims of tincture of opium, 
divided by 16, would be 714 minims for each dose. Now 
nothing is said about the age of the person or child. Eight 
minims would be a pretty full dose for a two-months-old 
baby, but very little for a man; however, it is quite com- 
mon to give a prescription of this sort in order to see 
whether a student knows anything, and he is expected to 
say that there is very little to criticise about such a pre- 
scription, or, in other words, tell just what he thinks.” 
As to prescription No. 2, Professor Remington says 
it would undoubtedly precipitate, with the formation of 
quinine salicylate, but even if it did this would make a 
very desirable mixture, if it were smooth, because the 
salicylate would be less soluble than the sulphate, hence 
the mixture would be less bitter. He says that he would 
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dispense it as a smooth mixture and attach a shake label 
to the bottle. 

Henry P. Hynson, of Baltimore, ventures the opinion 
that there is nothing to criticise about prescription No. 1, 
excepting the dose of tincture of opium, which would be 
too large for a child, for whom the remedy was no doubt 
intended. He then says: “ A dose of chalk mixture for 
an adult would be a tablespoonful, which would about 
correspond with the dose of tincture of opium, so often 
repeated. It is possible the board would expect the ap- 
plicant to say that camphorated tincture of opium was in- 
tended, but I think that is rather a far-fetched conclusion. 

“Three points in regard to the second prescription 
might be discussed. First: the kind of syrup of orange 
intended. I think it would be perfectly permissible to 
dispense the syrup of orange peel, since it is the official 
Syrupus Aurantii. Secondly: the reaction between the 
sodium salicylate and the quinine sulphate, which would 
not be objectionable. Thirdly: the possibility of the board 
thinking an applicant might suggest the solution of the 
quinine by the aid of acid. This would not be allowable 
since it would decompose the sodium salicylate and lib- 
erate the salicylic acid.” 

Louis Emanuel, of Pittsburgh, who was for some time 
president of the Pharmaceutical Examining Board of 
Pennsylvania and who, we are pleased to note, was last 
week reappointed to the board by Governor Pennypacker, 
comments on the prescriptions as follows: “ It is an easy 
matter to ask questions, but it is not so easy to ask ques- 
tions with which no fault can be found. I do not think I 
am guilty of any breach of confidence in saying that the 
board expected the applicant to reply in regard to the 
first prescription that the dose of tincture of opium was 
too small for an adult and too large for an infant, and 
that perhaps the physician wanted camphorated tincture 
of opium. On the second prescription the board expected 
the applicant to say that it would form a glutinous mass, 
impossib'e to dispense even from a wide mouthed bottle. 

“T am of the opinion that the board did not make the 
question plain enough on the first prescription. It should 
have given the age of the patient for whom the medicine 
was intended. This would give the applicant a clue to 
display his knowledge of the dose of tincture of opium, 
or lead him to think that perhaps the prescriber intended 
to write Tr. opii camph. 

“In my opinion there is nothing to criticise in the 
second prescription, if dispensed as written, the only pre- 
caution that the dispenser should observe being to attach 
a shake label to the container.” 

Charles T. George, of Harrisburg, who is the secre- 
tary of the Pharmaceutical Examining Board of Penn- 
sylvania, supplies the following information regarding 
the prescriptions in question: 

As to No. 1, “ A simple chalk mixture is rarely pre- 
scribed for an adult, and always in tablespoonful doses, 
whether containing an opiate or not. In this particular 
case it was intended for an infant, which, however, I did 
not know. I was simply aroused at the smallness of the 
dose of chalk mixture for an adult, and the possible dan- 
ger of an overdose of opium in the event of its being in- 
tended for an infant, and consequently made inquiry of 
the physician, who added the word camphorated after 
opii. You can readily see the danger which was averted 


in this case. 

“In the second prescription we expected the applicant 
to recognize the chemical change which takes place be- 
tween the quinine sulphate and the sodium salicylate— 
namely, a bulky gelatinous precipitate of quinine salicy- 
late, which on standing quickly rises to the surface, and 
can with difficulty he poured out of an ordinary 2-ounce 
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prescription vial. It is therefore advisable to put the 
same into a wide mouthed vial and attach a shake well. 

“T am gratified to know that about 4o per cent. of the 
applicants recognized the danger in the first prescription 
in the event of its being intended for a young child, and 
about 50 per cent. recognized the chemical change in the 
second prescription.” 

White Ink.—C. W. C. writes: “ Some time ago I 
noticed and made use of a formula for white ink which 
was copied from the AMERICAN Druccaist, which read as 
follows: 


EATER EE CM adc dcSiooiroas ese, scacausugce ai aibitn, Sie eR Dac ed we eiceiee UES aij 
WV GO RTO CO URAC oy 0:5 oso. 9i:0:0:0:4, 0:0) -9-4:00 0 918, ere ers erg ess wide gr. V: 
WEMCH A MACOF AORCID: 6 éisieice:ecaneaie ne oe Gan GO0 Re od a-OR EO wRr 3i 
VCE arash io hs Sw Ais we aesihn Waa KO Se SE BAKO ree 3vi 


“IT wish to ask if the ‘ white precipitate ’ called for in 
this formula is an insoluble substance and what it is listed 
at. I have been unable to obtain the article in local 
stores, where it was insisted that common whiting was 
the article called for.” 

White precipitate is the common name of ammoniated 
mercury, mercuric ammonium chloride. It is almost in- 
soluble in water. The price which retail druggists pay 
for it in ordinary quantities is $1.10 a pound. 





REVIEWS OF BOOKS. 


POWDERED VEGETABLE Drucs. By Albert Schneider, M.D., 
Ph.D., Professor of Botany and Pharmacognosy, North- 
western University School of Pharmacy, Chicago, Ill. 8vo, 
325 pages; illustrated. $2.50. The Calumet Publishing 
Company, Pittsburg, Pa. 





The study of powdered vegetable drugs continues to 
receive increasing attention at the hands of specialists in 
the use of the microscope. In the work before us gen- 
eral directions are given for the examination of vegeta- 
ble powders, including some interesting and instructive 
remarks upon color and odor both as means of identifica- 
tion and determination of purity. While the chapter deal- 
ing with the powdering of vegetable drugs contains lit- 
tle that is new, that upon the “ Adulteration and Sophis- 
tication of Drugs” will be found of special value and 
deserving of the widest publicity, even among the laity. 
The author pertinently observes that “ Naturally those 
who market adulterated drugs take great care to conceal 
the fraud, the uneducated and inadequately 
qualified pharmacist is wholly defenseless against the 
criminal practices of the unprincipled.” 

The plan of having two keys, wholly independent of 
each other, is not one that impresses us favorably. It 
would seem that the one based on gross characteristics 
should be made to help out and supplement the histolog- 
ical one, if indeed the skilled pharmacognocist would be 
willing to admit the utility of any attempt to identify 
vegetable unknowns in this way. In this key rhubarb and 
ipecac are distinguished, for example, only by the differ- 
ent forms of their calcium oxalate crystals, whereas this 
is but one of several aids to identification. In the same 
manner anise and Chinese galls are distinguished only by 
the relative thickness of their parenchymal walls—rather 
a slender difference. 

The histological descriptions are generally accurate, 
and will certainly prove of much greater assistance to the 
trained pharmacist than the drawings, of which latter we 
find ourselves unable to speak in terms of praise. Saffron, 
one of the most expensive of vegetable drugs, and‘ one 
which is especially subject to adulteration and substitu- 
tion, does not find a place in the histological key, while the 
description and drawings are incomplete. 

The quality of paper and printing in Dr. Schneider’s 








74 


book does not impress one at all favorably. Evidences of 
carelessness in proof-reading are numerous. The list of 
seven errata includes but a small part of the whole num- 
ber. The word Mezereon is incorrectly spelled no less 
than six times in two different ways. Noticeable among 
other inconsistencies are “ Prunes” and “ Cetraria” as 
titles. A practice all too frequently followed, but none 
the less to be avoided, is that of using Latin and English 
names indiscriminately in lists of drugs where the Eng- 
lish name is distinctive. This objectionable practice is 
seen in the work under review, the references in question 
being to Dextrinum, Ginger and Chinese Galla. 

An up to date feature of the work is the means em- 
ployed to distinguish drugs of the forthcoming Pharma- 
copeeia from those of the 1890 revision which are to be 
dropped; the former being marked U. S. and the latter 
(U. S., 1890). 

It may not be out of place to emphasize the fact that 
the microscope is most useful to the trained pharmacist in 
determining the genuineness of a given drug, and in pur- 
suing this work sections of an undoubtedly genuine 
specimen as well as powdered standard samples should 
invariably be used for comparison. 


FORMULAIRE DES MEDICAMENTS NOUVEAUX POUR 1903, par H 
Bocquillon-Limousin, docteur en pharmacie de I’Univer- 
sité de Paris. Introduction par le Dr. Huchard, médecin 
des hdpitaux. 15e édition. 1 vol. in-18 de 322 pages, cart.: 
8 fr. (Librairie J.-B. Bailliére et Fils, 19, rue Hautefeuille, 


Paris). 

The purpose of Bocquillon-Limousin’s Formulary of 
New Remedies is to give each year a complete record of 
the principal new remedies introduced during the preced- 
ing twelve months as well as a compilation of data con- 
cerning the year’s experience with “new remedies ” of 
other years. In its general scope it corresponds to the 
manuals of Peters (Die Neuester Arzneimittel und thre 
Dosirung. Dritte Auflage, Leipzig, Franz Deuticke, 
1902) ; and Coblentz (The Newer Remedies, Third Edi- 
tion. P. Blakiston’s Son & Co., Philadelphia, $1.00). 
Of these three books, the representatives of their class 
in French, German and English, respectively, Coblentz’s 
book gives the greatest number of titles and the most con- 
densed information, but it is necessarily behind the times 
since it is not revised annually. Peters’ book gives a 
large selection of new remedies, but is by no means com- 
plete as a reference manual. It is written more in the 
form of a review of:the year’s progress in the newer 
therapy than as a dictionary of newer remedies, and 
hence devotes considerable space to the discussion of 
some drugs, while others are dismissed with brief notes. 

The present volume is fresh from the printer, and is 
more up to date than the other two mentioned. It in- 
cludes nearly all the important remedies of 1902, with 
the exception of the more recent substances that are not 
yet used in France. Thus, for example, the American 
product argyrol (silver vitelline) is not mentioned, 
though it has been in use since May, 1902, or even longer. 
Among the newer remedies introduced for the first time 
into this edition are adrenalin (!), anesthesin, arrhenal, 
aspidosperma quebracho (!), chieline, cryogenin, cuprol, 
cymol, dermogen, dermosapol, calcium eosolate, epiosin, 
euguform, gasu-basu, calcium glyceroarseniate, glycosal. 
histogenol, hopogan, hypnopyrine, iodophen, lactan- 
nin (!) mercury lactate, quinine lysoginate, naphthalan, 
bismuth beta-naphthol-beta, purgalin, pyromidon, retinol, 
rheumatin, saloquinine, sanatol, sapolan, schistinol, ul- 
maren, valyl and vioform (!). 

It will be seen that a number of the remedies added 
to last year’s list are of more ancient introduction than 
1902, though they may not have found popular use in 
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France. Among the remedies of 1901-1902 not men- 
tioned we find, looking at random, pulmoform (methylen- 
guaiacol) pneumin (methylen-creosote), mercurol (mer- 
cury nucleinate), and the numerous iron preparations 
beginning with the prefix “he,” as hematin albumin, 
hzmatol, haemoform, hemotrophin, etc., and of those be- 
ginning with “ fer,” as ferratose, ferrhemin, ferrichthol, 
ferrosal, fersan, etc. There is also an omission of the 
new nutrient preparations, those substances which the 

Germans aptly group as Fleisch-ersatzmittel—e. g.: Al- 

carnose, dynamogen, puro, galactogen, carno, plasmon, 

roborat, sanose, tropon, etc. Sanone and sanatogen are, 
however, mentioned. 

From these random notes it appears that Bocquillon- 
Limonsin’s book is by no means a complete manual of 
the newer remedies. It confines itself to those articles 
which are used more or less extensively in France, and 
therefore many names familiar in German and Ameri- 
can medical literature find no place in it. On the other 
hand, the book contains descriptions of a number of the 
newer medicinal plants and their products, a feature not 
to be found in the other manuals of its type. 

In its systematic arrangement, clear, concise style, and 
fullness of details presented Bocquillon’s book is all 
that could be desired, and each new edition should be 
welcomed by all who are interested in the subject of new- 
er remedies. 

REMINISCENCES OF EARLY CHICAGO AND VICINITY. By Edwin 
©. Gale. Illustrated by W. E. 8S. Trowbridge. Chicago 
and New York: Fleming H. Revell Company, 1902. 

All who are interested in local histories, and especially 
such as are interested in the early history of Chicago, will 
find this work full of a naive charm. Mr. Gale has put 
down simply and without any affectation or attempt to 
assume the place of the historian many interesting per- 
sonal reminiscences of Chicago and vicinity, reminis- 
cences which will prove of great value to the historian, 
since they are undoubtedly authentic in every detail. Mr. 
Gale, who has long occupied an important place in the 
pharmaceutical world in Chicago, shows in this work that 
he has a degree of literary skill rarely met with in men 
who have devoted their entire lives to commercial pur- 
suits. Throughout the pages of the volume are scattered 
occasional poems written by Mr. Gale, many of which 
have been recited on various public occasions. The book 
gives to the student a most interesting glimpse of the 
crude beginnings of a great city; in fact, it is difficult to 
realize—seeing what Chicago now is—that the memory 
of a man still living should cover its wonderful growth 
from what it was on May 25, 1835, when Mr. Gale first 
caught sight of the flat shores, small houses and numerous 
Indian wigwams, which then constituted the citv of Chi- 
cago. As the senior member of the firm of Gale & Blocki, 
the name of the author is well known to the drug trade all 
over the United States, many of whom will be interested 
to learn of his venture into authorship. We congratulate 
Mr. Gale upon the success of his efforts to place on record 
in an interesting though simple and unpretentious way 
reminiscences of men and affairs long since passed away 
but whose influence is still manifest in the life of the 
Windy City by the Inland Sea. 


The Essential Oils of Eucalyptus. 


An interesting work on this subject has recently been pub- 
lished by the Technological Museum of the Government of 
New South Wales. The work is a royal quarto, contains 300 
pages, 46 plates and many tables. Having been compiled un- 
der Government direction and where the best facilities are at 
hand for obtaining authoritative information on the subject 
treated of, the volume will undoubtedly prove of value to all 
interested in the eucalyptus oils. 
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BUSINESS BUILDING. 





Conducted by U. G. Manning. 


The Department Editor will be pleased to criticise advertisements, 
suggest improvements, and answer ail questions coming 


within the scope of this department. 


FREE DELIVERY. 


N the last two or three years there has been a rapid 
growth of the system of delivery of telephone orders 
among druggists. 

Whether or not this is an evil or a good depends 
very much on circumstances. If all the druggists in a 
community do it, and let it be known that they do it, no 
one benefits while all incur extra expense. But in the 
drug business it has often happened that the opposition 
has been slow to take it up, and slower to make the fact 
known, and has thereby enabled energetic individuals to 
make a success of the plan. The average druggist seldom 
advertises an innovation of this kind sufficiently, and he 
consequently deprives himself of benefit that might be 
his. If free delivery is gone into at all it should be 
pushed for all it is worth for these reasons: 

It takes some time to get people into the habit of tel- 
ephoning for goods; one or two announcements will not 
do it. The habit once formed will be a persistent one, so 
it pays to educate the people into it, and this must be 
done, if possible, before some one else gets after them. It 
is the other fellow’s customers you are after-chiefly, and 
you must get hold of them before the opposition realizes 
that he is losing patronage by not doing likewise. 

Free deliverv is apt to have other advantages for the 
man who pushes it. It will often prevent some of his own 
customers from going to a nearer store for something 
urgently needed. It is also apt to secure some trade that 
otherwise no one would get—goods which may not be 
bought at all if the customer must put off the purchase 
until he can come to the store. These things as well as 
the character of one’s opposition must always be consid- 
ered before the plan is adopted in communities where it 
has not heretofore been followed. 

If it is adopted keep dinning it into people for months. 
The most effort must be expended on those who have tele- 
phones, but it should have frequent mention in all adver- 
tising. 

I always recommend a series of circulars, letters, etc., 
to be sent out to telephone users at short intervals for 
two or three months, in the start at weekly intervals. An 
impression is thus certain to be made, and the profit will 
be greater than if an attempt were made to save money 
by less aggressive advertising. 

Here are the first two pages of a little folder on this 
subject issued by the Green & Jackson Drug Company, 
of Walla Walla, Wash. 





You "Phone. 








We 
send a messenger flying 
on a bicycle. 








Green @ Jackson Drug Co. 








Remember to ’Phone Main [8 


OUR QUICK DELIVERY SERVICE 


sin pursuance of our intention to be up-to-date in 
every respect, we recently established a bicycle delivery 
service. This service was established for you; we wish 
you to avail yourself of it.* It is a quick and satisfactory 
service; we have a bicycle for this exclusive purpose 
and a messenger who likes to ride—also a second wheel 
and rider if ever required. 





GREEN & JACKSON DRUG CO. 











APPRECIATIVE. 


EDITOR BusINEss BUILDING: 
Referring to Mr. Ruhl’s letter in the last issue: 
THAT IS RIGHT! 

I take, and read, tive drug journals, and you are the only 
advertising man who is a real help to us green ad. writers. 
I will not express my opinion as to the balance, except to say 
that their work is about on a par with the * Harper” sample 
inclosed. 

You put “gray matter” into your department, which is 
both locally adaptable and very helpful—and hintful, for which 
please accept my thanks and acknowledgment of real appre- 
ciation. Sincerely yours, 

EBIN R. SMITH. 

Ipswich, Mass. 

I in turn fully appreciate the kind impulse which 
prompted the writing of this letter, and wish to thank the 
writer for his good will and commendation. No one ever 
gets to a point where such expressions as these cease to 
be a help and inspiration. Mr. Smith’s letter also served 
to confirm some suspicions of my own as to the relative 
value of certain advertising suggestions offered to drug- 
gists. 


The ad referred to in the above letter is one sub- 
mitted by a syndicate concern which supplies ads and cuts 
to druggists. As an example of everything that is not ad- 
vertising it is entitled to the medal. It is worth repro- 
duction as curiosity; for it is hard to conceive how any 
one could summon the assurance to ask anybody to pub- 
lish an effort of the sort. I am inclined to believe that 
the market for such stuff is rapidly disappearing. Here 
is the ad, and you will observe that it is equally good— 
or rather, bad—for anv line of business from blacksmith- 
ing to diamonds: 








76 AMERICAN 


TO THE GODDESS OF LIGHT 


we always pay tribute. Darkness has no part in our busi- 
ness. It’s the brightness of day and the knowledge that comes 
of it on which we depend for our success. We want you to 
see, we want you to know, to investigate thoroughly. The 
better you are posted on our the surer we are of 
your custom eventually. Many reasons though for acting 
promptly. Those who decide quickly always have the ad- 
vantage—a better line to select from, more certainty of getting 
what they want. Before they are all gone you should see 
these , ete. 


CRITICISM AND COMMENT. 


AN AD FROM GUATEMALA. 








J. Melgar & Co., Guatelama City, one of the AMERI- 
cAN Druaoist’s Spanish-American readers, sends in an 
announcement of a change in personnel of the firm. 

While a translation of this circular reveals it to be a 
formal announcement of a rather conventional character, 
it is to be commended for neatness of arrangement and 
felicity of phrasing. It is arranged as a four-page folder ; 
an announcement from the retiring proprietors appear- 
ing on the first page, and one from the new firm on the 
third, the other pages being blank. 

The only marked departure from a Yankee circular of 
the same import is that a space is provided wherein each 
circular can be personally addressed to the intended re- 
cipient. It also has the autograph signature of the ad- 
vertiser. 

es eS 


HE GETS RESULTS. 


From E. C. Barker, Canisteo, N. Y., comes paper con- 
taining one of the full-page ads used at holiday time. 
This ad can be commended in every way. It is unusually 
well set. It presents the information in attractive form. 
Goods are grouped under suitable headings, and the 
prices are given. Some of this material may be repro- 
duced at a more seasonable time. As an example of how 
advertising may be made readable by proper use of the 
news elements of the goods advertised, a little extract on 
the subject of baskets is shown. 





Pretty Baskets. 


During the long winter months, in a section of Ger- 
many, peasant workers make these baskets—whole families 
make their living in this way—in some cases it has been so 
for generations—father to son, mother to daughter; the 
training of years finding expression in the nimble fingers 
that make such pretty baskets. 





Scrap Baskets, 75 cts. to $1.00. 
Work Baskets, unlined, 25 cts. to $1.00. 


Work Baskets lined and trimmed, daintly perfumed 
with sachet, 75 cts. to $1.00. 











The same issue of the paper in which the ad appears 
contains cut of Mr. Barker’s store with editorial com- 
ment, in which it is mentioned that this advertiser’s busi- 
ness has increased 40 per cent. since he has been in his 
present room. A continuation of advertising as good as 
the sample sent will in due season yield another 4o per 


cent. increase. 
es SF SF 


THE BRITISH WAY. 


The following is taken from the Chemist and Drug- 
gist. It is the introduction to a cough cure “ handbill ” or 
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circular issued by W. G. Blackham, of Holloway, Eng- 
lard 

It shows quite a bit of ingenuity on the part of the ad- 
vertiser, although I fear the effort is largely wasted so 
far as advertising value is concerned. At any rate, a live 
Anicrican advertiser could never stand it to dawdle on the 
brink of his subject like this. 

If Mr. Blackham were over here we would pat him on 
the back and commend his erudition, but, like enough, 
bvy cough cure of the man around the corner who can’t 
think cf a thing but cough syrup when he is writing 
about it. 


MARIE CORELLI 


in her latest impossibility, “‘ Temporal Power,” does not refer to Cough 
Mixtures, but goes through the gamut of all the human emotions— 
starting with Moses and the creation, and finishing up with the suicide 
of a 20th century king and the consuming love of a modern prince. 

To paraphrase the opening sentence of her novel, ‘‘ How childlike 
the simplicity of the soul which could venture to deal with the inex- 
plicable and tremendous problem of treating Coughs and Colds by mak- 
ing those home-made remedies which only upset the digestion and make 
the Cough or Cold worse.” 

Again, “ How self-centred and sure the faith which could so arrange 
the work of the chemist to suit the limited intelligence of those who 
have not studied the combination and actions of drugs.” 

To quote again, “From the first to the last the home-medicine 
maker torments himself with inventions to outwit or defeat the chemist. 
and in the end dies utterly defeated.” 

Honace ALSO ASKS. ‘* Why do we, whose period of life is so tran- 
sient, aim at so many things? ’’—and echo answers, Why? 

Why do we not at once enter on the practice of virtue, and instead 
of first trying this CouGH MIXTURE and that FamMILy RECIPE be CURED 
AT ONCE? 


The Critic and Guide. 


No. 1, Volume I, of Dr. Wm. J. Robinson’s new periodical. 
the Medico-Pharmaceutical Critic and Guide, made its appear- 
ance early last month. It contains “ Editorials and Editorial- 
ettes,” “Scientific Articles,’ ‘ Notes, Thoughts and Reflec- 
tions,” “ Letters to the Editor,” “ Formulas—Original and Se- 
lected,” “ Queries and Answers ” and “ The Literary Corner.” 
Its contents generally reflect the sturdy individuality of the 
editor, who is described in a foreword by the publishers as 
“A man of the highest ethical ideals, a trenchant writer, with 
a style of peculiar charm and lucidity, an incisive critic and 
fearless champion of the right, an implacable foe of every 
wrong, an accomplished linguist, a pharmacist with no su- 
periors and few equals in this country.” ete., ete. Dr. Robinson 
promises to expose and brand in the Critic and Guide every 
nostrum sailing under false colors, and “ every fake for which 
false and ridiculous claims are made.” He leads off in his 
crusade with an attack on the manufacturers of Antikamnia. 
and follows this up by freeing his mind about the local Board 
of Pharmacy and its secretary, whose “ insolence” and “ im- 
pudence ” are touched upon in no uncertain terms. The Critic 
and Guide will be issued once a month by the Critic-Guide 
Company, New York, at 20 rents a copy or $1 a year. 


Tricks in Advertising. 


There is a very likely medium for advertising in the letter 
writing contingent of the newspapers, if one can arouse it and 
set it to discussing his own goods or some fool question relat- 
ing to them. The advertising manager of the Standard Die- 
tionary has just succeeded in turning this trick and has a 
most promising discussion running in the New York Sun. A 
card now appearing on surface and elevated lines bears eight 
or ten sentences that are supposed to contain errors of gram- 
mar or construction or spelling, and the reader is asked to 
correct them. The Sun’s correspondents maintain that one 
of these sentences, “I have an alapaca coat,” is correct, and 
used merely as a trap for the unlettered. Some of them take 
this view. at least, while others hold that there is no such 
word as “alapaca.” Stormonth gives “alpaca,” a word com- 
ing from the ancient Peruvian, and doubtless that is the right 
one. The battle wages hot, however, and is conducted with 
vigor and the usual denseness of the newspaper letter writer. 
Doubtless it maketh glad the heart of the Standard Dictionary 
man. While such publicity is suited to certain lines of goods, 
it is not always possible to set a discussion a-going. Artemus 
Ward tried it once with a misquotation from Shakespeare, but 
though the line, “‘ Ay, that’s the rub,” has been printed millions 
of times, nobody has taken the trouble to rise and point out 
that Shakespeare wrote, * Ay. there’s the rub.”—Printer’s Ink. 
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Opportunities 


A BUENOS AIRES PHARMACY. 
(By our Special Traveling Correspondent.) 


is the establishment known as “* La Estrella” at the cor- 
ner of Defensa and Alsina streets, Buenos Aires. This 
establishment was founded in the early portion of the last 
eentury by a distinguished Italian botanist, Pablo Ferrari, 
who came to Argentine on the invitation of the great states- 
man, Rivadavia. 
Ferrari organized the Museum of Natural History in the 
Convent of San Domingo, a service to the State for which he 


A MONG the leading drug houses of the Argentine Republic 
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for Export Trade. 


and commercial products; a warehouse for inflammable arti- 
cles located on Azra street, and a photographie department. 
which is a first-class modern establishment In every respect. 

As will be seen by the accompanying illustrations of the 
Drogueria, or pharmacy, this establishment would compare 
favorably both as to size and fittings to similar establishments 
anywhere in the world, not even excepting that home of ele- 
gant phurmacies, the United States. 


THE CITY OF BUENOS AIRES 


Buenos Aires is probably the finest city in South America. 
In trade and population it stands first on the South American 
continent, although from its geographical situation and from 
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deserved and has received great credit. After having accom- 
plished this task, for which he had come to Argentina, he 
established the pharmacy of “La Estrella,” which in 1838 
was sold to Don Silvestre Demarchi, the first Italian Consul 
to the Argentine Republic. Under the able direction of Signor 
Demarchi the business increased rapidly and in 1855 took 
rank among the first commercial houses in South America. 
The sons of Signor Demarchi have carried on and extended 
the work and established successful branches of the house 
in Montevideo, Rosario, Cordoba and San Nicolas de los 
Arroyos. After various changes in the firm, Dr. Marcos De- 
Inmarebi, a son of Demtrio Demarchi and grandson of the 
ltalian Consul, Silvestre Demarchi, became the exclusive pro- 
prietor of the establishment. Actuated by a desire to benefit 
old and trusted employees Dr. Demarchi organized a stock 
company under the name of “ Drogueria de la Estrella,” unde 
ihe management of Sefiors Soldai, Craveri and Tagliabue. 
The principal branches of this house in Buenos Aires are the 
* Drogueria ” or pharmacy of “ Delindio,” which occupies a 
prominent location on the Plaza Lorea: the manufacturing 
iaboratory, in which 120 employees are engaged, is located at 
2061 Victoria street; the analytical laboratory, which is de- 
voted to the examination of all drugs received from foreign 
countries, as well as to the analysis of medicinal, industrial 


BUENOS AIRES. 


the numerous favorable conditions it possesses the city of 
Rio de Janeiro can well be said to share these honors. This is 
particularly so with regard to the Bay of Rio, which is con- 
sidered the finest harbor of the whole world. Buenos Aires 
is the center of communication between that part of South 
America and Europe. It is the capital of the Argentine Re- 
public; is situated on the right bank of the Rio de la Plata, and 
has an extensive port, although large vessels have difficulty 
in entering on account of the banks of sand which hinder 
navigation. The streets are wide and spacious, that of “ Buen 
Orden,” which separates the city in two parts, being especially 
worthy of note. The houses are well constructed, generally 
of two stories; there are some important edifices, such as the 
Cathedral, the gubernatorial and Episcopal palaces, the Na- 
tional College, Bank, Congress, Senate and the Custom House. 
It is the center of the administration of the State, and is the 
residence of the Executive, Legislative and Judicial Power 
and of the Archbishop. It has a University, a College of Medi- 
cine, a Normal School, Schools of Art, Commerce, Musie and 
Declamation; a Botanical Garden, a department of typography 
and various public libraries, as well as other public institu- 
tions. There are various places of amusement, including ly- 
ceums, casinos, and eight theaters. The city is well provided 
with asylums, hospitals, emigrant houses, ete. Various car 
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lines pass through the city and its suburbs, extending also to 
the immediately adjacent villages. It has various telegraph 
lines and cable lines, one connecting with Montevideo and an- 
other direct with Europe. Vessels sail from its port daily for 
Europe, Montevideo, Brazil and for all ports on the American 
Coast. It has considerable traffic, Buenos Aires being, after 
Rio de Janeiro, the most important commercial market of 
South America. Among the goods largely exported from the 
United States to the Argentine Republic are chemicals, drugs, 
standard and special pharmaceutical preparations, surgical 
and hospital supplies and instruments and many American 
kinds of novelties, for all of which there is a rapidly growing 
demand through the drug trade. In many ways this is the 
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gum benzoin and gum copal, while asafetida, myrrh and scam- 
mony can only be had at the drug stores. 

The price which the druggist has a right to charge is for all 
official articles fixed by the Government. Regularly at the be- 
ginning of each year a price-list, worked up on certain estab- 
lished principles, is published, and this list is obligatory on all 
druggists. Under extraordinary circuuistaices Changes in this 
list are made at any time of the year. lor non-official articles 
a similar list, elaborated on the same principles, is published 
by private enterprise. An exposition of these principles would 
be too lengthy. It is to be observed, however, that in prescrip- 
tion work every operation is charged for separately at a cer- 
tain rate. For making a solution of 10 ounces—e. y.: 20 ore— 
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most important country on the South American continent for 
American firms to cultivate business relations with. 


THE DRUG BUSINESS IN NORWAY. 


The drug store in Norway is, as a rule, a “* pharmacy ” 
proper. With very few exceptions a kind of professional pride 
seems to prevail which keeps out of the store almost every 
thing not strictly in the line of medicines. A scanty line of 
the most called for perfumery and some toilet articles form 
the only exception. Still the druggist, by his very license, is 
entitled to trade with grocers’ articles, stationery, crockery, 
ete. The fact that he does not, but devotes himself entirely 
to his chosen calling. surely ought to be reckoned to his credit 
professionally, although in a business way he hight be open 
Poisons and all purely medicinal articles the 
What mer- 


to criticism. 
druggist has the exclusive right to sell by retail. 


chants can and cannot sell of border articles is settled by 
specifications issued by the Government. To illustrate: Oil 
of lemon, oil of peppermint and fixed oil of almonds are free; 
oil of Wormwood, oil of sandalwood and castor oil can be re- 
tailed only by druggists. 


Any merchant can sell gum arabic, 
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for making an ointment of 1 ounce 15 ore and so on, these 
charges in addition to the prices of all the constituents of 
the preparation. A discussion is just now going on in our pro- 
fessional press about the ratio between the cost of goods and 
the gross sales of a drug store. From statements made it is 
safe to say that the account of goods purchased will, in a drug- 
t's expenses, run from 33 1-3 per cent. to 50 per cent. of his 
total sales. This percentage has been constantly on the in- 
crease in later years. <A significant cause of this is the large 
number of proprietary articles, both of home and foreign make, 
being introduced. Druggists generally hate them. and there 
is quite a movement on foot to get the Storting (Norwegian 
Parliament) to prohibit the sale of such articles altogether, 
with the possible exception of a few named ones. The ground 
taken is that their therapeutic value is problematical and 
most often difficult to determine. and that they invariably 
hecome more expensive to the public than the same or a better 
article put up by the druggist. On the whole medicines are 
cheap. Of all European countries only in Denmark the price 
rate is, on an average, a little lower than in Norway. 

The first pharmacy established in Norway exists to-day. 
Irom the very humble beginning three centuries ago “ The 
Swan,” of Bergen, is now reckoned the largest drug store in 
the country. It regularly employs seven qualified pharmacists 
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to take care of the prescription department, etc. Next in age 
comes “ The Swan,” of Kristiania, established 1628. I’or more 
than two centuries it occupied the same premises in the old 
part of the city. If those old walls could talk, they surely 
might tell many an interesting tale and many a druggist’s 
yarn. In 1896 the proprietor erected a new modern building 
on Karl Johan’s street, the most central street and main thor- 
oughfare of Kristiania. 

It is probably at present the most cosmopolitan, as well as 
the most modern and central drug store of the city. Besides 
the retail store, the business comprises laboratories for the 
wholesale manufacture of extracts, pills, tablets, etc. In gen- 
eral the rise in value of the older so-called * real”’ privileges 
has been large, and * The Swan” of Kristiania furnishes a 
good example. In 1708, at the first settlement of the estate on 
record, the old house and lot was appraised at 1,500 Rdl. 
(about £350) and the stock of drugs at 626 Rdl. In 1797 house, 
lot, stock and utensils were sold for 12,000 Rdl. (about £3,000). 
and by the last sale, in 1872, house, lot and privilege, exclusive 
of stock, was conveyed for 180,000 kroner (£10,000). The value 
of the present building, stock, machinery, etc., including the 
privilege, may be estimated at about 800,000 kroner (about 
£45,000). the house and lot alone being valued at 575,000 kroner. 
—-British and Colonial Druggist. 


APPRECIATION OF OUR CAMPAIGN FOR 
FOREIGN BUSINESS. 





Selections from One Day’s Mail. 


Gist is doing good work, both for the American manufac- 

turer and for the foreign purchaser of drugs and allied 
articles, is afforded by the page of special business announce- 
ments which appears in our advertsing columns of reliable 
agents and import merchants in various foreign trade cen- 
ters who announce through advertisements in the AMERICAN 
Drucaist their desire to get into closer commercial touch 
with the manufacturers and exporters of American products. 
This new feature of our advertising pages will be enlarged 
and perfected, so as to furnish to American exporters a re- 
liable and full index of the more enterprising of the foreign 
agents. In this manner the efforts of our manufacturers to 
increase their export trade will be facilitated. 

In addition to these published notices our foreign depart- 
ment is constantly in receipt of communications trom indi- 
viduals and firms of good standing located in nearly every im- 
portant commercial center where trade conditions are favor- 
able for the introduction of American goods, seeking for infor- 
mation as how best to secure supplies of American drugs, 
druggists’ sundries, hospital supplies, paints and all the vari- 
ous articles which are handled through the drug trade. These 
applications are filed and the information obtained from them 
is supplied to our advertisers, many of whom have already 
established desirable connections abroad through information 
furnished in this way by our foreign department. 

That the work of the AMERICAN Druaaist in the direction 
of expanding American trade interests is-appreciated both at 
home and abroad is shown by the following 


Selections From One Day’s Mail. 
HIGH STREET, SANDY Bay, 
HIOBART, TASMANIA, AUSTRALIA. 
THE AMERICAN DRUGGIST: 

Dear Sirs: Accept my thanks for sending a specimen 
of your journal. Please put me down for one year’s sub- 
scription and also please forward bill for same. 

Yours truly, 
GEORGE DAvis, Chemist and Druggist. 
LA Paz, Bottvia, December 17, 1902. 
AMERICAN DRUGGIST: 

Gentlemen: I have your favor of September 15 and 
thank you very much for having referred my wishes to the 
important houses in your country, and in due time I will 
take advantage of what they offer. I send you by postal 
money order $3.00 for a year’s subscription to your inter- 
esting periodical, which I ask you to send me regularly. 
Thanking you again for past favors, I am, 

Yours very truly, 
GUSTAVO GONZALEZ, Pharmacist. 


((ocrst is doin evidence of the fact that the AMERICAN DRUG- 


GAUTEMALA, January 9, 1903. 


AMERICAN DRUGGIST: 
Gentlemen: In due time I received your two letters. 
I did not reply to 


‘ated November 15 and December 19. 
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them earlier because the rate of exchange on gold was 
suddenly advanced greatly, and as I wanted to send an 
order for an advertisement in the AMERICAN DruaaisT I 
was waiting for it to go down. I do not want to lose any 
more time, however, and inclose herewith check No. 550 
for $35 on the Continental Trust Company of New York 
for the insertion, just as soon as possible, of the advertise- 
ment which is inclosed, for 1-16 page, six times. If you 
find any errors in it I will consider it a favor if you will 
make any necessary changes. I have been receiving the 
AMERICAN DruGaist regularly, having subscribed, as you 
will remember, on the 18th of April last, through Messrs. 
Lanman & Kemp, of your city. I wish to renew my sub- 
scription when that for which I have paid expires. With 
best wishes for a happy and prosperous New Year for the 
American Druggist Publishing Company and all their 
members, I remain, Yours, ete., 
J. MELGAR, 
Importing and Wholesale Drug Merchant. 
NEWARK, N. J., January 23, 1903. 

AMERICAN DRUGGIST: 

Gentlemen: We have this morning received your favor 
of the 21st inst. and we thank you heartily for the infor- 
mation relative to the firm of Lawson & Co., to whom we 
shall take pleasure in writing to-day. It may not be out 
of place for us in this connection to thank you for the 
good work you are doing in assisting in the introduction 
of American pharmaceuticals in foreign markets. We 
consider your medium most valuable in this connection. 
Wishing you every success in the original work in which 
you are engaged, we are, 

Yours very truly, 
DENTACURA COMPANY, 
Kipw. N. BENHAM, Secretary. 
NEw YorK, January 23, 1903. 
AMERICAN DruGaist, New York: 

Gentlemen: In reply to yours of the 21st, we thank you 
very much for giving us the names of any such firms as 
you mention therein and will do our best to get them to 
buy our goods. As to the value of what you are doing to 
develop foreign connections, we are sure that you have 
taken a very progressive and important step and hope that 
it will meet your expectations, but, of course, you will not 
be able to see the results of your labors for some time to 
come. If we had not been convinced of the importance of 
what you are doing we should not have taken the half-page 
advertisement. Yours truly, II. WEINHAGEN. 


A New Confidence Game. 

Henry Weinhagen, the thermometer manufacturer, tells of 
a very ingenious and elaborate scheme lately practised upon 
him which had for its object the gaining of Just 50 cents. He 
was visited a short time ago by a man of respectable appear- 
ance who asked him if he did not at one time have a customer 
on his books of the name of X. Mr. Weinhagen could not 
recall a former customer of the name given, but admitted 
that the fact might be as stated. 

“*Well,’ the man went on, ‘I have a friend in Chicago, a 
lawyer, who has a client who is a very wealthy man. This 
man says that in ’72 he was living in New York and bought 
from you a bill of goods. Svon after this transaction he had 
the misfortune to kill a man in a difficulty, and had to move 
West and change his name. He has prospered under this new 
name and made a fortune, but now his conscience is troubling 
him about the bill he owes you and has never paid. With the 
accumulated interest it amounts at this date to $157.18. He 
has requested my friend to find vou out and settle the matter, 
and my friend, anxious to satisfy his client, has written to 
ine for assistance. 

“*T have made inquiries and found you out. Now, if you 
will be good enough to write to this address (giving a number 
in Dearborn street, Chicago), my friend A. will take it as a 
great favor and will pay you the money.’ 

“The man’s story was straight enough, and he had the 
facts about my business and my residence as pat as could be. 
I told him I remembered nothing about the bill, which must 
have been a very small one before the interest began to com- 
pound; and if the money was really owing to me I should, of 
course, be glad to receive it. I agreed to write to the address 
he had given me and say as much to his lawyer friend with 
the wealthy and conscientious client, and I added something 
about the possibility of his expecting a commission for his 
services in the affair. No, the man said, he was not doing it 
for money: the lawyer in Chicago was his friend. However— 
it was hardly worth mentioning--but to obtain the addresses 
in old directories he had spent a matter of some 50 cents. | 
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might, he said, if I chose, reimburse him for his actual ex- 
penses.” 

Mr. Weinhagen declined, however, to foot even so slight 
an item of expense until he had had an opportunity of com- 
municating with the Chicago lawyer. He wrote to the ad- 
dress given and, as he expected, the letter was returned in a 
few days by the postal authorities. The address was fictitious. 





JOBBERS AND THE DIRECT CONTRACT PLAN 





Correspondence Between the New York Jobbers and the 
Executive Committee ‘of the N. A. R. D.—Jobbers 
Declare the Plan Impracticable While Retailers Assert 
Its Practicability—Signs of a Deadlock—N. A. R. D. 
Executive Express Willingness to Compromise—At- 
titude of the Jobbers. 


As reported in our last issue the jobbing druggists of New 
York met on January 23 and agreed to enter a protest against 
the adoption of the N. A. R. D. of the direct contract plan and 
the serial numbering system. In pursuance of this agreement 
the following letter was drafted and sent to Secretary Wooten: 


JOBBERS TO THE N. A. R. D. 
New York, January 23, 1903. 
National Association Retail Drugyists, 79 Dearborn street, Chicago, Ill. 


Gentlemen: We, the undersigned, wholesale druggists of New York 
City, duly received your circular letter of December 24, with the ac- 
companying printed matter explanatory of the direct contract plan and 
the serial numbering feature connected therewith, to be employed in 
the selling of tripartite proprietary articles. We have carefully studied 
the features presented, and while in theory tue proposed plan would 
seem to strengthen the tripartite agreement and contribute to the 
maintaining of established prices, it is open to many objections, and, 
in our opinion, would fail to accomplish its purpose. 

The labor and expense connected with serial number-control by the 
jobber is so great, and the unfeasible details are so apparent, that, in 
its present form, it appears to us impossible of execution. Further- 
more, a tripartite agreement should not arbitrarily be changed before 
all three interested parties have consented to such change; we there- 
fore urge an early conference between your Executive Committee and 
a committee of the N. W. D. A. to amend the propesed plan, and if pos- 
sible to eliminate the impracticable and objectionable features. 

Meanwhile it may be advisable to instruct those manufacturers 
who have refused to supply their preparations, in the absence of a 
signed direct contract, to make shipment as heretofore provided by 
the rebate plan 

We feel confident, in our continued desire to work in harmony with 
the N. A. R. D., a mutually satisfactory plan can be evolved, and await 
your further action. 

Very truly yours, 

(Signed) BRUEN, RITCHEY & Co. 
C. N. CRITTENTON COMPANY. 
EIMER & AMEND. 
O. H. JADWIN. 
HENRY KLEIN & Co. 
LEHN & FINK. 
McKesson & ROBBINS. 
R. W. Ropinson & Son. 
SCHIEFFELIN & Co. 

At the meeting of the Executive Committee of the N. A. 
r. D., held in Chicago on Monday, February 2, when the fore- 
going communication was taken up and discussed, Secretary 
Wooten was directed to send the following acknowledgment 
and reply: 

N. A. R. D TO THE JOBBERS. 


THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF RETAIL DRUGGISTS, 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY, 
79 DEARBORN STREET, CHICAGO, February 4, 1903. 
Messrs. Bruen, Ritchey & Co., the Chas. N. Crittenton Company and 
other jobbers, New York City. 

Dear Sirs: The Executive Committee of our association, after con- 
sidering carefully your letter of the 23d ult., delivery of which was 
much delayed, has directed me to say that it is remote from the pur- 
pose of the National Association of Retail Druggists to ask any other 
branch of the drug trade to do that which it cannot do or the doing 
of which would be a hardship. However, you must admit that the 


mere fact of your having pronounced the provisions of the direct con- 
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tract and serial numbering plan impracticable does not establish that 
they are so, and it is wholly improbable the members of our association 
will be convinced, by what you have said, that the service that is re- 
quired of you could not be performed in the interest of the drug trade 
as a whole, if a well directed effort were made by the jobbing trade to 
do its share of the necessary work. 

The announcement that in your opinion the plan “ would fail to ac- 
complish its purpose” puts the discussion on an entirely different 
basis. ‘The committee considers it remarkable that, with all the discus- 
sion of this plan which has taken place in the pharmaceutical journals 
and elsewhere, no intimation should have been received that the firms 
who signed the communication sent by you considered the plan futile 
until four weeks after it had been placed by the committee in their 
hands with the request for an expression as to its feasibility. The 


_ committee is also impressed with the fact that the great bulk of the 


retailers, being convinced of the practicability of the plan, enthusias- 
tically favor it and that a large number of proprietors look upon it as 
wholly feasible. Apparently the only persons who doubt its entire 
feasibility are representatives of the jobbing trade. 

If it is true, as you believe, that the plan under consideration will 
not accomplish its object, it is useless to undertake the correction of 
its obnoxious features: the proper course is to abandon it. If, on the 
other hand, the plan can be rendered less objectionable to a portion of 
the jobbing trade, this task should be taker up at once, and I am di- 
rected to say that the committee will do all in its power to bring 
about whatever changes the plan is susceptible of that will not lessen 
its usefulness in controlling the price-cutting evil. Nothing would 
give the committee greater satisfaction than to meet with such repre- 
sentatives of the wholesale trade as may be designated by the National 
Wholesale Druggists’ Association or otherwise for the purpose of reach- 
ing an adjustment satisfactory to all interests. 

It is believed there will be no difficulty in retaining the co-operation 
of the various proprietors in continuing the existing provision that 
sales at best prices shall be made only to the uniform list of wholesale 
distributers. The committee will gladly exert itself that this satisfac- 
tory arrangement shall be perpetuated. 

Very truly yours, 
THos. V. WOOTEN, Secretary. 
VIEWS OF LOCAL JOBBERS. , 

A member of one of the jobbing firms who signed the let- 
ter printed above, which was sent to Secretary Wooten of 
the N. A. R. D., said to a representative of the AMERICAN 
Druaaist: “ No plan aiming at price control can, in my opin- 
ion, ever succeed which is based on the principle of withhold- 
ing goods, or attempting to withhold supplies, from cutters. 
The man with money to pay for his goods will always be able 
to procure supplies from one source or another.’”’ When asked 
what plan would succeed, in his estimation, he replied: ‘“ Some 
proprietors now give rebates to those who maintain their 
prices, but not to cutters, although they don’t refuse goods to 
the latter. If this same plan were adopted by manufacturers 
of all the ‘ big sellers,’ I think it would go a long way toward 
checking the price cutting evil. Of course, it would have to 
be adopted by all leading proprietors to be of any value.” 

Jobbing interests reiterated their statements last week that 
they were not antagonistic to the N. A. R. D., but that as a 
business proposition simply they could not approve and adopt 
the proposed direct contract and serial numbering plan. 


PHILADELPHIA‘/JOBBERS ADOPT THE PLAN. 


Philadelphia, February 5.—The manner in which the Miles 
Medical Company intend to conduct their business does not 
appeal to the wholesale druggists throughout the country, and 
in some cities it has been decided not to handle these goods. 
However, the wholesale druggists in this city believe that the 
best way to have an obnoxious law repealed is to enforce it, 
and they have bound themselves together to do so. 

At a meeting of the Wholesale Drug Trade of Philadelphia, 
held at the rooms of the Drug Exchange, on January 28, 1903, 
the following preamble and resolutions were unanimously 
adopted: 

Whereas, The Miles Medical Company have issued to the 
trade a series of contracts showing their intention to give a 
fair and impartial trial to the serial numbering plan proposed 
by the N. A. R. D.; 

Resolved, That we hereby agree to individually sign the 
Miles Wholesale Contract, and from and after February 9, 
or sooner if notified by the secretary, refuse to supply any of 
Miles’ goods, whether numbered or unnumbered, except to 
those retailers indicated by the Miles Medical Company as 
their wholesale or retail agents, or to those retailers from 
whom signed contracts have been received. 

The Miles plan calls for all retail druggists to sign an agree- 
ment that they will not sell the goods manufactured by this 
company at less than the face value. The company will not 


sell to any wholesale druggist who will not abide by these 


agreements, and it is contended that within a few days it 
will be almost impossible to secure any of the Miles prepara- 
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tions in this city, as very few of the retail druggists will have 
signed the agreement. 

The resolution was signed by Shoemaker & Busch, Pfrom 
& Kindig, V. H. Smith & Co., W. R. Warner & Co., Robert 
Shoemaker & Company, Smith, Kline & French Company, C. 
S. Butterworth & Co., »ellman & Archer, Aschenbach & Miller 
and W. H. Pile & Sons. 


EX-PRESIDENT WALDING, OF TOLEDO, HAS SIGNED AND WILL 
ABIDE BY THE PLAN. 

William J. Walding, of Toledo, Ohio, who was elected presi- 
dent of the National Wholesale Druggists’ Association at the 
Old Point Comfort meeting, and who presided over the meet- 
ing held at Monterey last October, visited New York last week 
and was interviewed by the AMERICAN DruGGIsT concerning 
the individual contract plan. Mr. Walding was emphatic in 
his opinion that the jobber must not stand between the retailer 
and long prices. He said: ‘ This is not the time to raise objec- 
tions to the serial numbering plan. The plan has been under 
consideration for over a year, and was formally adopted at the 
Cleveland meeting of the National Association of Retail Drug- 
gist last fall. If the jobbers feel that the plan is not feasible 
they should have protested before the plan was actually put 
into operation. It is true that the plan does entail a great 
amount of clerical work upon the jobber, and that the present 
margin of profits is not sufficient to cover the additional ex- 
pense entailed. I believe, however, that this point will be 
taken into consideration by every proprietor who adopts the 
plan, now that it has been so forcibly pointed out in connec- 
tion with the adoption of the plan by the Miles Medical Com- 
pany. <As for myself, I signed the contract offered by this firm 
within 20 minutes—that is, as soon as I had time to read it 
through. While I did not think that the margin of profit was 
what it should be for the jobber, I felt so emphatically that 
the jobber must not stand between the retailer and long prices 
that I signed the contract at once. The plan, of course, offers 
some difficulties in execution, but these difficulties have, in my 
opinion, been somewhat exaggerated.” 





PHARMACY INSPECTOR INDICTED. 


Alleged Embezzlement of State Funds by Inspector of 
Iflinots Board—Sensational Countercharges. 


(From our Regular Correspondent.) 

Chicago, February 2.—Lewis L.. Chaffee, the chief inspector 
of the Illinois State Board of Pharmacy, who has been con- 
ducting prosecutions for the State Board, under the direction 
of Wilhelm Bodemann, has been indicted by the Grand Jury 
on the charge that he embezzled $1,150 of funds belonging to 
the State Board. 

Mr. Bodemann is out of the city, having gone to Spring- 
tield, so that it is impossible to present his views on the case. 
It appears that the indictment was brought in on the basis of 
evidence furnished by Mr. Bodemann. 

Chaffee is reported, in the Chicago newspapers, as saying: 
“The reason Bodemann had me indicted is that there was not 
enough money for all the members of the board, and I was 
selected as a scapegoat. 

“Each month when I handed in my expense account Bode- 
mann would say that it was so large the board would not 
allow it. On his advice I would scale it down and the board 
would then pass it. Bodemann would.pay me the difference 
between the amount allowed by the board and the amount on 
my bill as originally rendered. He took this money from the 
board’s treasury. He promised at the end of the year to 
allow me an expense account to balance the discrepancy and 
‘square the books that way, but he didn’t do it. 

“When the discrepancy was discovered I explained this 
to the board. Its members demanded that I return them the 
amount, and I refused to do so. They made me other proposi- 
tions looking to my giving them a note, paying them a small 
amount in cash and so forth, but I refused to agree. Then 
Bodemann withheld the check for my month’s salary. I could 
not force him to give it to me in any way, so I brought a 
replevin suit against him.” 

It must be borne in mind. of course, that the above inter- 
view is quoted from a sensational daily paper. 





Angostura a Valid Trade-Mark. 


The United States Circuit Court of Appeals has handed 
down a decision affirming the decree of the United States Cir- 
cuit Court for the Northern District of Illinois granting to 
Dr. J. G. B. Seigert & Sons the exclusive right to the use of 
the word Angostura in connection with bitters. 
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MANUFACTURING PERFUMERS. 


Ninth Annual Convention—A Full Delegation Present— 
The Use of Fictitious Foreign Names Condemned— 
American Perfumes Lead the World. 


The ninth annual convention of the Manufacturing Per- 
fumers’ Association of the United States was held in the 
rooms of the Downtown Club on Thursday and Friday of last 
week, about 60 members, active and associate, being present. 
President James E. Davis, of Detroit, presided. The first day’s 
session, which was preceded by a luncheon, was taken up 
with the address by the president, reports of standing com- 
mittees and the nomination of officers for the ensuing year. 
Many subjects of direct interest and importance to the per- 
fumery trade were discussed and acted upon. 

In his annual address, President Davis referred to the work 
of the association during the past 12 months, as carried on by 
the various committees, and he highly praised and thanked 
the latter for their faithful and efficient services. One of the 
most important parts of his address was that which dealt 
with trade abuses. He urged the association to give most 
careful consideration to these and to adopt measures which 
would tend to greatly reduce, if not entirely eliminate, the 
evils among which he enumerated the following: 

Prepayment of freight in less than $25 lots; the consign- 
ment of goods; dating bills ahead; free offers and gratuities 
or premiums; the practice of putting up American made per- 
fumes under fictitious foreign names, thereby giving the im- 
pression that they had been imported and thus increasing the 
demand for foreign made perfumes; encouraging the trade to 
have goods put up under their own name, thus causing a loss 
of trade to the manufacturer; the custom among essential oil 
men to secure orders by offering to supply formulas for mak- 
ing perfumes, and small quantities of essential oils for this 
purpose, to those who are not legitimate manufacturers; ex- 
cessive discounts; giving bonuses of advertisements in publi- 
cations and prizes of objects not related to the perfumery 
business, such as clocks, ete.; extra discount for cash; ex- 
change of goods that do not sell with the retailer, and claims 
for shortages. 

Henry Dalley, chairman of the Committee on Legislation, 
made a report on various measures now pending in Congress. 
The report opposed the French reciprocity treaty, but favored 
the enactment of the Joy bill reducing the internal revenue 
tax on alcohol, and the Lovering Drawback bill. 

The report of the Committee on Importations and Under- 
valuations of Foreign Goods told of the work done toward 
stopping undervaluation of these goods—an evil from which it 
was stated the perfumery trade had suffered a good deal. 
The Membership Committee reported an addition of 20 new 
members, active and associate, since the last annual meeting. 
The report of the Committee on Trade Interests treatd at some 
length the subject of trade abuses already mentioned. All of 
the reports were referred to the Committee on Resolutions, 
who reported on them at Friday’s session. 

Members of the association spent a part of Friday in in- 
specting the New York Clearing House and the new building 
of the Chamber of Commerce. In the evening the members 
and their wives, daughters and guests attended a performance 
at Daly’s Theatre, and later had supper at Delmonico’s. The 
committee who had charge of arrangements for the enter- 
tainment of members, their wives and guests, consisted of 
James M. Montgomery, chairman; George Lueders, Wm. M. 
Lowrey and F, M. Harrison, all of this city. The committee 
spared no pains to make the entertainment feature of the 
convention as pleasant and enjoyable as possible, and their 
efforts were highly successful. Mr. Montgomery, the chair- 
man of the committee, in particular, devoted his entire time 
to the work of the committee for a week prior to the meeting, 
and as a consequence the arrangements for the entertainment 
were perfect in every detail. 


OFFICERS FLECTED. 


At the second day’s session on Friday, February 6, the 
following officers were elected to serve during the ensuing 
year: President, George E. Lorenz, Toledo, Ohio; first vice- 
president, Richard A. Hudnut, New York; second vice-presi- 
dent, Adolph M. Spiehler, Rochester; secretary, James E. 
Davis, Detroit, Mich.; treasurer, Robert C. Eastman, Cin- 
cinnati. Executive Committee, Henry A. Dalley, Sturgis 
Coffin, Alfred Wright, Gilbert Colgate, Theodore Ricksecker. 
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-PHENACETIN AND THE NEW YORK HEALTH 


Independent Analyses Reveal Discrepancies—A Serious 
Charge Against the Department—A Friendly Sug- 
gestion by Professor Diekman—Department Decides 
Not to Prosecute Druggists—Dr. Deghuee’s Intimate 
Knowledge Regarding the Marketing and Sale of 
Phenacetin. 


Trouble seems to be brewing for the Department of Health 
of this city as the result of its recent investigation into the 
purity of phenacetin sold here. There is a growing conviction 
among well informed pharmacists in Greater New York that 
the department’s analyses of nearly 400 samples of this drug, 
which, according to official returns, showed such sensational 
results, was not properly conducted, so far as the chemical 
test is concerned. This conviction is not merely a surmise, 
but is based on known facts which, to say the least, cast much 
doubt upon the accuracy of the conclusions reached, and 
spread broadcast by the department. Aside from this serious 
phase of the situation, druggists are sharply criticising the 
department for the publicity given to this matter, which has 
tended to cast reflections upon the entire profession. 


DISCORDANT RESULTS. 


There was a most important development in this con- 
troversy last week. Some samples of phenacetin, which the 
authorities at the New York College of Pharmacy were in- 
formed and believed were precured from the same sources as 
were samples obtained by the Department of Health, were 
analyzed at the college. They were all found to be absolutely 
pure phenacetin, although the stores from which they were 
obtained are known to be on the list of the department as 
having sold adulterated phenacetin. The college also obtained 
some of the so-called * smuggled phenacetin,” analyzed it, and 
found no trace of acetanilid. 


A SERIOUS CHARGE AGAINST THE HEALTH DEPARTMENT. 


sut what seems more surprising still is the following little 
bit of news which may be accepted as absolutely authentic. 
The Health Department procured a sample of “ phenacetin ” 
from a Third avenue druggist, and this sample was declared 
in the official report to have been adulterated with acetanilid. 
Subsequently a sample was procured from this druggist from 
the identical package that the Health Department sample was 
taken from, was taken to the New York College of Pharmacy 
and there analyzed. The analysis showed it to be pure phe- 
nacetin! But what is stranger still, another sample from the 
same package and the same store was taken to the Health 
Department, and the latter declared that that sample was 
pure phenacetin; the first report made by the department on 
the same material was that it was adulterated with acetanilid. 

Naturally, druggists who know these things find it most 
difficult to reconcile all these conflicting results of analyses, 
and are more than inclined to doubt the accuracy of the Health 
Department’s conclusions, and to question their bona fides in 
conducting the crusade against druggists. 


WAS THE UNRELIABLE ISONITRIL TEST EMPLOYED 7” 


It is worthy of note in this connection that 267 out of the 
373 samples analyzed by the department were reported to have 
been mixtures of phenacetin and acetanilid. The official re- 
port does not state the exact percentages of acetanilid found 
in each sample; it is understood, however, on unquestionable 
authority. that a very large part, in fact, the great majority of 
these 267 cases, showed traces of not over 1 per cent. of ace- 
tanilid. This is another fact that strikes druggists as be- 
ing most singular. They declare that it would not be worth 
while for any one to substitute such a small percentage as 
that. The belief is entertained in many quarters that the 
chemist of the Department of Health may have employed a 
certain test. known as the isonitril reaction, to detect ace- 
tanilid. In that test, it is well known among chemists, if the 
reaction is allowed to go on too long, even absolutely pure 
phenacetin will develop the peculiar isonitril reaction deemed 
characteristic of acetanilid. It is pointed out that phenacetin 
is chemically nothing more than ethoxyacetanilid, and on boil- 
ing with a solution of potassium hydroxide and further treat- 
ment with chloroform, as is required in the isonitril test, the 
phenetidin, which is formed, undergoes the usual transforma- 
tion, resulting in the formation of phenyl-isonitril, which is 
recognized by its unpleasant and penetrating odor. 


PHARMACEUTICAL RECORD. 


A FRIENDLY SUGGESTION TO THE DEPARTMENT. 


Prof. George C. Diekman, of the New York College of Phar- 
macy, was interviewed on the subject by the AMERICAN DRuG- 
Gist, and said: “ The Health Department probably has some 
portion left of the samples it analyzed. In all friendliness to 
the department, and in fairness to the druggists, it seems to 
me the department should be asked to have another analysis 
made of these samples by a disinterested party. And, further- 
more, I think it would be well if it were known just what 
test the department’s chemist used in making his analysis.” 
Dr. Diekman expressed surprise at the department’s investiga- 
tion, or rather the results, especially since about a year ago 
the Board of Pharmacy analyzed some 60 samples of phenace- 
tin, procured from stores suspected of substituting, and only 
two samples were found to be adulterated. 


INTERVIEW WITH CHEMIST DEGHUEE 


Dr. Deghuee, the chemist of the Department of Health, was 
questioned by the AMERICAN DruGGIsT in regard to the phrase- 
ology employed by his inspectors in making purchases of 
phenacetin, the suspicion having arisen in some quarters that 
the article asked for in many cases was “ headache powder.” 
In reply to an inquiry as to what the inspectors really called 
for, and the exact form of their inquiry, he declared that they 
had asked for “‘ phenacetin,” and that the inspectors in many 
cases even asked the druggist, after receiving the package, if 
he was sure he had given them pure phenacetin. Dr. Deghuee 
thereupon showed the reporter several samples that had been 
collected, bearing the druggist’s label with the word phenace- 
tin written thereon. He said they were representative sam- 
ples. His attention was called to the fact that the Health 
Department had been criticised for taking up a proprietary 
article such as phenacetin, ana he was asked why that had 
been selected. He replied that the department had several 
drugs under a systematic investigation, although for obvious 
reasons he could not disclose just what drugs were under 
surveillance; but the investigation at the outset seemed to 
show adulteration and substitution in phenacetin was being 
practiced more largely than in other drugs, and that article 
was therefore given attention first. He said it was the inten- 
tion to continue the investigation begun in other directions. 
As to the department’s authority to investigate alleged adul- 
teration in phenacetin or any other proprietary preparation or 
drug, Dr. Deghuee cited the New York State Food law, which 
says, with regard to adulteration: 


No person shall, within the State, manufacture, produce, compound, 
brew, distill, have, sell or offer for sale any adulterated food or drug. 
An article shall be deemed to be adulterated within the meaning of 
this act, in the case of drugs 

1. If, when sold under or by a name recognized in the U. S. Phar- 
macopeia, it differs from the standard of strength, quality or purity 
laid down therein. 

2. If, when sold under or by a name not recognized by the U. S. 
Pharmacopeia, but which is found in some other pharmacopeia or 
other standard work on materia medica, it differs from the standard 
of strength, quality or purity laid down in such work. 

3. If its strength or purity fall below the professed standard under 
which it is sold. 


DRUGGISTS WILL NOT BE PROSECUTED. 

“Will any of the druggists whose samples were found by 
the Health Department to be adulterated be brought to 
trial? ’”’ was asked. 

“T do not think that is likely,’’ replied Dr. Deghuee. ‘* The 
department does not wish to work any hardship upon these 
druggists. Its sole object is to stop, if possible, the practice 
of substitution and adulteration, and to that end desired to 
secure as much publicity of the results of its recent investiga- 
tion as possible. By exposing this practice it is hoped to put 
an end to it, or at least reduce it to a minimum. Those drug- 
gists who are above such practices certainly need have no fear, 
and they should welcome an investigation and inspection or 
analysis of their goods at any and all times, as they no 
doubt do. 





NO ACETANILID IN CANADIAN PHENACETIN. 


“The point was brought up during the investigation,” he 
continued, ‘‘that possibly the manufacturers of phenacetin 
purposely put a small percentage of acetanilid in their product 
made for the Canadian market, in order to trace it in the event 
of its possible re-exportation to this country. Such, however, 
is not the case. A sealed package of the genuine Canadian 
phenacetin, or rather the phenacetin sold for Canadian con- 
sumption, was brought here and analyzed, but it contained no 
trace whatever of acetanilid. Furthermore, the phenacetin 
put up for Canadian use is in pound packages, whereas the 
genuine article, I am told by druggists, can be bought in the 
United States only in ounce packages. It brings about $5 a 
pound in Canada, as against $15 a pound, approximately here. 
It is possible that some of the druggists in this city have been 
a little careless as to the source of their supplies of phenacetin, 
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and have been buying from unscrupulous and irresponsible 
parties who have offered them ‘ phenacetin’ at a price much 
below the regular market price here. In other words, the 
sellers, in Some cases, may have done the adulterating or sub- 
stituting, and the druggist himself may have acted in good 
faith in buying, but was imposed upon. That, I say, is a pos- 
sible explanation of why so much phenacetin has been found 
to be impure; but even so, that does not relieve the druggist 
from responsibility. Every druggist must know that there is 
a fixed price for phenacetin in the United States, and one 
would think that his suspicions would be aroused as to the 
genuineness or purity of any phenacetin offered to him at a 
materially lower figure. If he bought such ‘ phenacetin’ he 
must have known he was taking more or less chance, and if 
the article was found to be impure, the responsibility and 
blame rest upon him alone, for the public holds him respon- 
sible for the standard of the drugs he sells.” 


TO ORGANIZE THE EASTERN STATES. 


The Executive Committee of the N. A. R. D. Have a 
Three Days’ Session in Chicago—Organizers to 
Come East—Action of the Miles Medical Co. In- 
dorsed—The Next Meeting Place Discussed. 


Chicago, February 4.—The Executive Committee of the N. 
A. R. D. held a meeting January 26, 27 and 28 at the Stratford 
Hotel on Michigan avenue. Organization work received a 
large part of the attention of the committeemen and formed 
the topic to which the entire time during the latter part of 
the three days’ sessions was devoted. It was decided to give 
particular attention to the work in Eastern cities, and in order 
to push the work there as rapidly as possible men will be 
withdrawn from the Southern and Western districts and will 
be sent East. The time and place of the next annual conven- 
tion was not decided upon, though both Pittsburg and Indian- 
apolis are being considered. The invitation of the New Or- 
leans Association was declined. 


THE MILES MEDICAL CO. COMMENDED. 


The following resolutions were passed: 

Resolved, That it is the sense of the committee that the 
plan adopted by the Dr. Miles Medical Company, while 
recognized as not being perfect, receives the indorsement 
of the committee and its hearty commendation. 

Resolved, That the committee urges individual members 
of affiliated associations to sign the contracts of the Dr. 
Miles Company, and to give their hearty support in mak- 
ing this plan a success. 

The secretary was instructed to notify the Proprietary 
Committee of the N. W. D. A. of the action taken in indorsing 
the Dr. Miles Medical Company’s contract, and urging job- 
bers to join in giving hearty support to the plan. 

The Milkine Company were given a hearing regarding their 
alleged grievance against the National Association. 

A resolution was adopted to change the constitution and by- 
laws, so as to broaden the scope of the National Association. 
This plan will be presented in full at the next convention, 
when it will be discussed in full. 

The secretary was instructed to secure data, to be pre- 
sented at the next convention, in regard to the advisability of 
issuing a national salesman’s card. 





The New Georgia Cocaine Law. 
Following is the text of the act prescribing the manner of 
selling cocaine in the State of Georgia, which was approved 
by the Governor on December 5: 


Section 1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of 
Georgia, and it is hereby enacted by the authority of the same, That 
from and after the passage of this act it shall be unlawful for any per- 
son to sell, dispense or deliver to any person cocaine in any form what- 
ever except upon the written prescription of a legally licensed and 
registered physician or dentist, in which prescription shall be written 
the name of the person who is to use the same, and such prescription 
shall not be refilled without the written consent, each time, of the per- 
son prescribing the same; provided, however, that this act shall not 
apply to manufacturers or wholesale druggists who shall sell to licensed 
druggists for wholesaling or retailing, or who shall sell to lawful 
practicing physicians. 

Sec. 2. Be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That any 
person violating the provisions of this act shall, upon conviction, be 
punished for a misdemeanor. 

Sec. 3. Be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That all 
laws and pzrts of laws in conflict with this act be and the same are 
hereby repealed. 


DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 


Opposition to Drug Clerks’ Bill—Disapproved by Local Health 
Board—Board of Pharmacy With the Health Board in the 
Matter—Clerks Want a Representative on the Board. 


(From our Regular Correspondent.) 

Washington, February 3.—The District Commissioners will 
report adversely on the proposed amendment to the pharmacy 
act in pending Senate and House bills fixing the hours of work 
for drug clerks and giving them representation on the Board 
of Examiners in pharmacy. Their decision is based on a re- 
port by Dr. William C. Woodward, Health Officer, approved by 
the Commissioners of Pharmacy. He holds that limitation of 
hours ot service of druggists must in principle be based upon 
danger to the community reasonably expected from the too 
prolonged continuous employment, and that the regulation pro- 
posed in this bill is not based on such principle. As to repre- 
sentation of drug clerks on the Board of Examiners, he says 
that is within the discretion of the Commissioners under the 
existing act. 

Commissioner Woodward's report on the bill to the Com- 
missioners of the District of Columbia follows: 


The Honorable Commissioners, District of Columbia, Washington, D. C. 

Gentiemen.—Referring to a bill to amend an act to regulate the 
practice of pharmacy in the District of Columbia, approved June 15, 
1878 (iI. R. 16,127), which has been referred to this office, I have the 
honor to submit the following report : 

The purpose of this bill is twofold. First, to limit and to a certain 
extent to fix the hours of duty of drug clerks, and, second, to enlarge 
and reorganize the pharmaceutical examining board. 

_ Limitation by law of the hours of service of druggists must in prin- 
ciple ve based upon danger to the community reasonably expected to 
result from their too prolonged continuous employment, and a law im- 
posing such limitation should be directed toward the prevention of such 
danger with reasonable directness. These postulates do not seem to be 
impressed upon the pending bill in a manner sufliciently clear and posi- 
tive to warrant a favorable report on it. 

If it is unsafe to allow a drug clerk to work more than ten hours 
daily it would seem to be at least equally unsafe to allow the proprie- 
tor of a drug store to do so: yet this bill limits the hours of pod only. 
If it is unsafe for a clerk to work more than ten hours in any one day, 
clerks should not be allowed to work longer than that period; the 
pending bill, however, does not limit the number of hours which a drug 
clerk may work but limits merely the number of hours which his em- 
ployer may lawfully require him to do so. And certainly there is no 
such definite relation between the safety of the public and service ren- 
dered by drug clerks after six o’clock p.m. as would justify a prohibi- 
tion on service rendered after that hour even for a certain limited 
number of days each week, which prohibition it is sought to establish 
through this bill 

I am unable to find any reason for increasing the size of the board 
of examiners in pharmacy by the appointment of additional pharma- 
cists, whether proprietors or clerks. ‘The business methods of the 
board and the records which it keeps are of the very simplest charac- 
ter. The average number of pharmacists registered annually during 
the past five years, without examination, has been but 31, and the 
number of candidates examined annually during that period has been 
but 43. No practical test of the ability of the candidate is required, 
and he is subjected to no oral examination. The examination is en- 
tirely written and is limited to three branches: chemistry, pharmacy 
and materia medica. Under such circumstances it seems that five 
examiners should be able to do the work of this board. 

Neither does it seem to me necessary to provide by law for the ap- 
pointment of drug clerks, as such, on the examining board. Drug 
clerks may have interests sufficiently distinct from those of their em- 
ployers as to render it desirable in the interest of the public that they 
should have a voice in the examination of applicants for registration 
as pharmacists. In my judgment such interests do in fact exist, and 
the appointment of one or more drug clerks on the examining board 
would tend to insure the efficiency of that organization. No law is 
necessary, however, to accomplish this result. ‘The Commissioners of 
the District have even now full authority to appoint clerks in prefer- 
ence to appointing pharmacists who are proprietors of drug stores and 
vice versa, or to create a mixed board, and the matter can safely be left 
to the discretion of the Commissioners, at least until it is found feasible 
to amend the law as a whole. 

In view of the foregoing statement I have to recommend that this 
bill be returned to the Committee on the District of Columbia of the 
House of Representatives, with a recommendation that it be adversely 
acted upon. Respectfully, 

(Signed) W. C. Woopwarp, M.D., Health Officer. 


CLERKS WANT A REPRESENTATIVE ON THE BOARD 

red. T. Hafelfinger, secretary to the Registered Drug 
Clerks’ Association, has asked the Commissioners if the asso- 
ciation cannot have a representative on the District Board of 
Pharmacy. He believes that it would be only justice, ‘as the 
majority of the members of the organization are graduates of 
the College of Pharmacy here, and are beginning to realize 
that alongside of them is « power that can flood the city with 
drug clerks if it should feel so disposed, lessen the chances of 
those already here, lessen our wages by inducing outsiders 
to come here, and we could not raise a voice in protest. We 
are the ones most vitally affected by the actions of the Board 
of Pharmacy.” 

The Board of Pharmacy examined at its first quarterly 
meeting 13 applicants for registration and found five compe- 
tent to practice pharmacy, who were given certificates. Their 
names are J. A. Eckloff. W. W. Green. J. B. Holland, H. F. 
Sprucebank and E. E. Mathews. 








To Arouse Interest in Association Work. 


The New York State Association of Retail Hardware Deal- 
ers are considering the adoption of what appears to be a high- 
ly feasible plan of developing the association by arousing the 
interest of non-members. It consists of sending blank invita- 
tions to the members, who invite hardware merchants of their 
acquaintance who are not already members to attend the 
meeting. The form of invitation as published in the Iron 
Age is shown herewith, except the references to the Hard- 
ware Association, for which the title and references to the New 
York State Pharmaceutical Association have been substituted. 
It is scarceiy necessary to say anything in explanation of the 
form, which speaks for itself and suggests the manner of its 
use. It would seem to be a method well adapted to its pur- 
pose and worthy of trial by other associations whose annual 
conventions are soon to take place. It has the obvious ad- 
vantage of giving the secretary a selected list of pharmacists 
whose identification with the association may be sought. 








NVITATION to Attend NEW YORK STATE 
1903 samuel Siouting PHARMACEUTICAL 
ASSOCIATION. 


N. Y.S.P. A. Extended to : 
_ THomas STopDART, E. S. Dawson. Jr., 
Secretary. 


President, s 
Buffalo, N. Y. Syracuse, N. Y. 





EY : The Officers of this Association 
: extend to you a cordial invitation to 
’ : attendthe TWENTY-FIFTH ANNUAL 
MEETING which will be held Fune 

1903, at the 


: Hotel, Utica. 
This stub is to be returned 
toE. 8. DAWSON, Jr., : 
Secretary, Sy racuse, N. Y. : (Signed) PPTUTETTTITITITI TTL TT 
= Member, N. Y.S. P. A. 




















Obituary. 


J. J. B. ARGENTI. 

Jerome J. B. Argenti, who was for many years professor of 
botany, microscopy and pharmacognosy in the California Col- 
lege of Pharmacy, died at his home in San Francisco on Janu- 
ary 25. About a week previous to his death, while working in 
his pharmacy at 1501 Waller street, he was burned about the 
hands and feet by the explosion of a can of gasoline. The 
burns were not severe and are not supposed to have had any 
part in causing his death, which was due to embolism of an 
artery. 

Professor Argenti was 41 years of age. He was born in 
Baltimore, Md., December 5, 1861. He was brought to Cali- 
fornia when he was not more than three years of age. He was 
graduated with honors from St. Mary’s College and subse- 
quently entered the University of California. During his col- 
lege days he gave evidence of ability as a scientist. He dis- 
tinguished himself in his course in the State University, and 
when he was graduated he was awarded a gold medal for his 
work in the department of pharmacy. 

Shortly after he received his diploma from the university. 
and while he was but 22 years of age, he was appointed a 
professor in the California College of Pharmacy. He was 
made professor of microscopy when that study was introduced 
in the colleges. He was exceedingly fond of botany, and for 
a considerable time previous to his death he was engaged in 
giving free instruction during his spare time in the care of 
plants and flowers to the gardeners in Golden Gate Park. 
Professor Argenti is survived by two children, a little boy and 
a girl. 

JULIAN A. BARBOT. 


Julian A. Barbot, a prominent druggist, of Charleston, 
S. C., died of pneumonia on January 28, in his thirty-ninth 
year. A widow and two children survive him. His death 
ends a promising career. Mr. Barbot was associated in the 
drug business with his father, A. O. Barbot, until the latter’s 
death, six years ago, when he assumed charge of the concern. 
He graduated from the pharmaceutical department of the 
Medical College of South Carolina in 1884. Mr. Barbot joined 
the South Carolina Pharmaceutical Association November 22, 
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1887, and from that date till his untimely death displayed 
much zeal in the interests of that organization. He was 
elected secretary and treasurer of the association, and for five 
years discharged the duties of that office with marked effi- 
ciency. He became a member of the State Examining Board 
November 23, 1898. On May 22, 1902, he was unanimously 
chosen president of the State Pharmaceutical Association, and 
proved himself a faithful and capable official. Popular with 
every member of the association, fair and unbiased as a repre- 
sentative of the Examining Board, competent and always ac- 
commodating, the South Carolina Pharmaceutical Association 
has lost one of its most valued members. 


W. L. CLAFLIN. 


William Lyman Claflin, 8 member of the firm of George L. 
Claflin & Co., wholesale druggists, of Providence, R. I., died 
January 24, at the residence of his brother, Arthur W. Claflin, 
190 Waterman street, after a short illness. The cause of death 
was pneumonia. Mr. Claflin was born in Providence June 18, 
1862, his parents being George and Louisa (Whitman) Claflin. 
His father was at that time a member of the firm of Snow, 
Claflin & Co., druggists. He received his education at the 
public schools of the city. At the age of 17 he entered the 
employ of his father, who had then founded the firm of 
George L. Claflin & Co. He continued in the drug business 
until his death. 

In the year 1886 George L. Claflin died, and soon afterward 
William became a member of the firm, of whom his brother, 
Arthur W., was then senior member. The firm name of 
George L. Claflin & Co. is still continued. The deceased was 
never married and for the past ten years had resided with his 
brother Arthur. He is survived by two brothers, Arthur W. 
and George E. Claflin, the latter at present superintendent of 
the Asheville (N. C.) Electric Company. 


IN MEMORY OF GEORGE W. KENNEDY. 


The following preamble and resolutions deploring the death 
of Mr. Kennedy have been adopted by the Council of the 
American Pharmaceutical Association: 

Whereas, The Council of the American Pharmaceutical 
Association has sustained a severe loss by the death of its 
efficient secretary, George Washington Kennedy, who passed 
away after a brief illness, on December 22, 1902; and 

Whereas, The Council desires to record its deep sense of 
sorrow by the removal of a beloved member and officer, who 
for more than a quarter of a century had labored earnestly 
and faithfully for the welfare of the association; who was, for 
years, chairman of the Executive Committee and since the 
formation of the Council, in 1880, has been its secretary and, 
also, secretary of the Committee on Membership. Be it there- 
fore 

Resolved, That in the death of George Washington Kennedy 
the American Pharmaceutical Association has lost a most 
valuable member, one whom we recognize as an exact and 
conscientious officer, a faithful member and a valued asso- 
ciate, who by his many sterling qualities and conscientious 
discharge of his duties had gained the respect and love of all 
with whom he was brought in contact and endeared himself 
to his official associates. ' 

Resolved, Furthermore, that a copy of these resolutions. 
with the assurance of our profound sympathy, be transmitted 
to the bereaved family of our late colleague, trusting that the 
memory of a loving and devoted husband may in a slight 
measure, at least, serve to soften the grief that has overcome 
them. 

H. M. WHELPLEY, St. Louis, Mo., 

CHAS. CASPARI, JR., Baltimore, Md., 

S. A. D. SHEPPARD, Boston, Mass., 
Committee of the Council. 





Other Deaths in the Drug Trade. 


ALLEN.—In Terre Haute, Ind., on Monday, January 26, 
Jason Hartley Allen, in the sixty-first year of his age. 

Burr.—In Northport, N. Y., on Saturday, January 24, Joseph 
Benjamin Burr, in the thirty-fourth year of his age. 

Hutcuines.—In New York City, on Friday, January 30, 
Charles S. Hutchings, in the eighty-third years of his age. 
The decendent for many years kept a drug store in Laight 
street, near Hudson. 

MILLIGAN.—In Spring Valley, Ill., on Wednesday, January 
28, Mrs. William Milligan, in the twenty-fifth year of her age. 

NEwWMAN.—In Rochester, N. Y., on Friday, January 23, Sid- 
ney E. Newman. 

RopDEMAN.—In Newark, N. J., on Tuesday, January 27, Dr. 
Frederick W. Rodeman, in the sixty-second year of his age. 

TAYLOR.—In New Bedford, Mass., on Wednesday, January 
21, James P. Taylor. in the forty-sixth year of his age. 
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Charles A. West, vice-president of the Eastern Drug Com- 
pany, returned last week from a trip to the West Indies. He 
was one of the party that enjoyed the Hamburg-American 
Line cruise on the steamship ‘ Moltke.” 


Twenty-seven applicants for licenses took the examination 
held by the Board of Pharmacy at the Brooklyn College on 
January 21. Out of this number only six passed—namely, 
John M. Lewis, Christopher Meade, Joseph A. Braudie, Per- 
cival D. Bailey, John C. Piedermann and Herman Crolley. 


Percy W. Hyers, a prescription clerk at Perry’s Pharmacy 
in the World Building, was run over by a street car at 
Eleventh and West streets on January 31. His leg was ampu- 
tated, and he died from the results of the wound on last Mon- 
day morning. Mr. Hyers came to this city from Dayton, Ohio, 
and clerked at Richard Hudnut’s store before going to 
Perry’s, about three years ago. He was a well informed 
pharmacist, an indefatigable worker, and had the respect 
and esteem of all who knew him. 


A. P. Hamilton, long identified with the drug interests of 
this city, and James S. Schneider, also previously associated 
with the drug business, have become members of the firm 
of Fitzsimmons & Gleeson, importers and exporters of drugs 
and chemicals, and the style of the firm is now Fitzsimmons, 
Gleeson & Co. In addition to a complete line of fresh stock, 
roots, herbs, seeds, etc., they will operate a gum department, 
comprising all grades of gum arabic, tragacanth and senegal, 
also vanilla and tonka beans. Mr. Hamilton is now in the 
European markets purchasing stock from primary sources, 
and the firm will soon be in position to place before buyers 
advantageous offers. 


COLLEGE COMMITTEES. 


President Chandler, of the College of Pharmacy of the City 
of New York, has made the following appointments to com- 
mittees for 1903: Commencement Committee: Arthur C. 
Searles, chairman; Reuben R. Smith, Clarence O. Bigelow, 
William H. Ebbitt and Oscar Goldman. Nominating Commit- 
tee: Ewen McIntyre, chairman; William H. Wbbitt, Albert 
Plaut, Gustavus Balser, Charles S. Erb, Samuel W. Fairchild 
and Oscar Goldmann. The latter committee is to prepare a 
list of officers and trustees as candidates to * voted for at 
the annual meeting on March 17. 





The New York Alumni Ball. 


The most important event of the social season in local phar- 
maceutical circles is the annual concert and ball of the Alumni 
Association of the College of Pharmacy of the City of New 
York. The eighth of these annual events, which took place on 
Wednesday evening, February 4, at the Grand Central Palace, 
was generally conceded to be the most successful in the his- 
tory of the association, both as regards the character of the 
entertainment and the number in attendance. The Grand 
Central Palace has, we believe, the largest dancing floor of 
any hall in the City of New York, and this floor was well 
filled with dancers throughout the evening. Prior to the danc- 
ing, however, the guests were entertained with a concert of 
vocal and instrumental music, including songs by the Valen- 
tine Quartette. 

An agreeable innovation was introduced in the omission of 
a set interval for the supper hour. The guests were invited 
to go in to supper at their own convenience, and no interrup- 
tion in the programme was made. The music was furnished 
by two orchestras, who played alternately dance and promen- 
ade music, the music being noticeably good. The officers and 
members of the various committees are to be congratulated 
on the marked success of the entertainment. Following the 
custom of some years’ standing, the Phi Chi and the Kappa 
Psi fraternities, the graduating and the junior classes and the 
tetail Druggists’ Bowling Association, each had separate 
boxes, which were handsomely decorated with the college 
colors, class flags, ete. George W. Morse, ’00, acted as fioor 
manager, assisted by Philip Fitz, ’91; J. S. Brewer, ’01, and a 
large floor committee. Thomas M. Davies, ’94, was chairman 
of the Reception Committee, being assisted by L. F. Gregorius 
and a numerous committee. Harry B. Ferguson, ’95, was 
chairman of the Press Committee; G. H. Hitchcock, chairman 
of the General Subcommittee, and Fred Borggreve of the 
Executive Committee. 
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The New Building Dedicated—Addresses by President 
Klein and Mr. Muir. 


The new building of the Brooklyn College of Pharmacy, at 
No. 265 Nostrand avenue, was formally opened with appro- 
priate exercises on Thursday evening, January 29. The build- 
ing was open to inspection during the afternoon and evening, 
and was visited by a large number of pharmacists and friends. 
The formal ceremonies attending the opening took place in the 
evening in the lecture room. The platform was decorated 
with festooned flags and the college colors. The exercises be- 
gan by the architect, William H. McElfatrick, turning the 
keys over to the contractor, J. M. Chatterton, who in turn 
presented them in a brief address to the Building Committee. 
which was composed of William Muir, chairman; Frederic P. 
Tuthill, Peter W. Ray, E. G. Rave, Adrian Paradis and T. 
J. I'rance. Oscar C. Kleine, president of the Kings County 
Pharmaceutical Society, presided and said in part: 

‘Previous to 1869 any one could open a drug store. It is 
not so now. The present condition shows the progress that 
has been made in pharmacy and the triumph of science over 
ignorance and error. This society was formed for the purpose 
of scientific research, and the society has never deviated from 
that purpose. We earnestly hope that the learning acquired 
within the walls of this college building will redound to the 
benefit of suffering humanity.” 

Chairman Muir, of the Building Committee, in presenting 
the keys to the president, said in part: “One year ago a com- 
mittee of six was appointed with full power to push forward 
the work of constructing this building. It was known as the 
‘Ways and Means Committee ’—the ways were many, but the 
means were limited. To what extent we have succeeded in 
fulfilling our duty you can see by the evidence before you. 
The committee feels proud of the work it has done.” 

Mr. Kleine then introduced A. Stewart Walsh as the 
speaker of the evening. In the course of his address he spoke 
of the great importance of pharmacy, the benefit to be derived 
from colleges of pharmacy and the need of more active sup- 
port to these institutions from the general public. Wm. C. 
Anderson, dean of the college, spoke, among other things, of 
the good the college was accomplishing. 

At the conclusion of the exercises a collation was served. 


Parke, Davis & Co. Girdle the Globe. 


Evidence of the world-wide extension of the business of 
Parke, Davis & Co., of Detroit, New York and London, was 
furnished to the editor of the AMERICAN DruceaistT last week 
by a visit from David A. Ruffmann, their representative in St. 
Petersburg, Russia. He was accompanied by IF. M. Fisk, the 
well-known head of Parke, Davis & Co.’s British branch in 
Queen Victoria street, London. Mr. Ruffmann left London in 
company with Mr. Fisk early in December, and has been 
busily occupied since hts arrival in the United States in famil- 
iarizing himself with the work conducted in the various de- 
partments at the home office and laboratories of Parke, Davis 
& Co. Mr. Ruffmann is a native of Russia and has been con- 
nected with the importing drug business both in France and 
Russia for several years past. 





Registered by the New Jersey Board. 


The following candidates were successful at the January 
examination of the New Jersey Board of Pharmacy. The next 
meeting of the board for examination will be held on Thurs- 
day and Friday, April 16 and 17. Candidates for examination 
should apply for blanks, etc., to the secretary, Henry A. Jor- 
dan, Bridgeton, N. J.: Registered Pharmacists: Frank Apple- 
baum, Paterson; Newton Rutz, Atlantic City; Wm. F. Bor- 
mann, Hoboken; Harry C. Hubbard, Red Bank; William F. 
Hart, Verona; Marshall C. Holmes, Trenton; Joseph A. Her- 
zenberg, New York City; Max Hemmendinger, Newark; Fred- 
erick J. Keller, Paterson; Raoul D. Keim, Newark; Thomas B. 
Lee, Camden; Robert E. Lutz, Boiling Springs, Pa.; William 
S. McDermott, Paterson; Bessie Russ, New York City; David 
C. Rose, Asbury Park; Louis H. Robinson, Brooklyn, N. Y.; 
Norris J. Schultzman, Newark; James L. Tuohy, Woodstown; 
Conrad E. Wick, Jersey City. 

Registered Assistants: Samuel Y. Althoff, Camden; Edwin 
A, Dilks, Perth Amboy; Edwin H. Jaques, South Amboy; Mil- 
ton E. Rohrbaugh, Moorestown; Joseph A. Stockler, Philadel- 
phia, Pa. 
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Cut-Rate Stores Seek a Location—Erie County Indorses N. A. R. D. 
Work—To Oppose the Cigar Trust—Licenses Issued. 


(From our Regular Correspondent.) 


Buffalo, February 3.—Business in the Buffalo retail drug 
stores is only fair, with prospect of continuation of the same 
moderate trade indefinitely. ‘There is no increase of ill health 
in the city and no cause for uneasiness, but the repetition of 
unfavorable reports of Niagara water by the health authori- 
ties. It is stated that the percentage of chlorine in the water 
has doubled since it was first regularly tested, but it is small 
yet. The filter plant asked for will hardly be built so long as 
the general health is as good as it is. An expert who has 
studied the filter plant of Hamburg, Germany, says that with 
the amount of water used in Buffalo such a plant would cost 
$100,000,000. 

A CUTTER COMING. 


The city druggist is just now much interested in the re- 
ports of cut-rate stores that are trying to find location here. It 
is said that an Eastern concern has an option on a store near 
the Genesee Hotel, and that there is prospect of a deal. The 
store, if opened, will be a genuine slasher that will have to be 
given the field or fought to the finish. There are certainly 
troubles enough in the city retail drug trade now to contend 
with. 

Another report has it that there is to be another store es- 
tablished that will make up all sorts of prescriptions fairly in 
the slot-machine style, and that it will take that trade so com- 
pletely that there will hardly be need of either druggist or 
doctor. 

The last meeting of 


THE ERIE COUNTY PHARMACEUTICAL ASSOCIATION 


recelved a lengthy report of President Smither, of the N. A. 
R. D., of the late meeting of that body in Chicago, and took 
up With great enthusiasm the plan of the Miles Medical Com- 
pany, of Elkhart, Ind., for protecting the trade from cut 
prices, so that all preparations shall command full prices in- 
stead of an agreed reduction. All present joined the move- 
ment, 


TO OPPOSE THE CIGAR TRUST. 


A meeting was also held on the 2d to organize a movement 
in opposition to the retail cigar trust. The druggists do not 
lead this movement, but on invitation quite a number of them 
have taken part in it. 


LICENSED BY THE BOARD. 


At the last examination held by the western branch of the 
State Board of Pharmacy, the following licenses were granted: 
Pharmacists, E. T. Bryant, with Adon Rice, Buffalo; W. C. 
House, of Central Square, N. Y.; G. W. Parkinson, of Go- 
wanda, N. Y.; Lucy Schorp, at Dr. Hill’s chemical labora- 
tory, University of Buffalo; A. W. Wagner, with Heegard, 
Genesee street, Buffalo; Druggists, E. B. Blight, with his 
brother, A. A. Blight, Buffalo; C. B. Cooper, with B. H. 
Thompson, Buffalo; B. C. Hayes, with drug department of 
Faxon’s grocery, Buffalo; J. H. Mason, of Alderman Mahoney’s 
pharmacy, Niagara Falls; R. R. Street, at Breckon & Braman’s 
pharmacy, Buffalo; F. E. White, College of Pharmacy from 
Rushford, N. Y. Exchange licenses were also issued to Clark 
W. Mills and G. E. Shapaker, of Buffalo, they having lost 
their original ones. One applicant was refused a license be- 
cause he was found using a “ pony,” though he was a bright 
fellow and would have gone through without it. Seventeen 
country store permits were issued. 


MINOR NEWS NOTES. 


Great preparations are under way for the annual ball of the 
Buffalo pharmacists, which takes place on February 26. The 
attendance is usually very large. 


The Buffalo Druggists’ Bowling Club has a match on with 
the Unions, a club of crack bank clerks, who have beaten 
them once or twice, which is something that is not easy to do. 


Alfred F. Kuhn, druggist at William and Watson streets, 
Buffalo, was married on January 20, the bride being Miss Cora 
Elizabeth Taylor, also of Buffalo. 


David M. Cowan, of the Buffalo wholesale house of Plimp- 
ton, Cowan & Co., has been obliged to give up business on ac- 
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count of nervous difficulties. Overwork is considered the 
cause of the attack. It may be some time before he can re- 
sume his many duties. 


C. M. Lyman, not long ago one of the best known drug- 
gists in Buffalo, but now a resident of the suburb of West 
Seneca, which includes the new steel plant, is prominent in 
the move to erect into a separate city what was only a tract 
of swamp iand three years ago. 


Horace P. Hayes, not content with owning four drug stores 
in Buffalo, is very much of a business man besides. Some time 
ago he bought a shop where automobiles are repaired, and the 
plan is to build new ones there before long. A short time ago 
he also bought out the establishment of the Buffalo Christian 
Uplook, a Methodist denominational weekly, which has been 
in prosperous existence a long time. 





MASSACHUSETTS. 


Boston Druggists Organized in Two Associations—Henry Canning 
and Geo. W. Cobb as Presidents—The Quincy Association 
Expands—Officers Elected by the Boston Druggists’ Association 
—Registered by the Board—Drug Legislation. 


(From our Regular Correspondent.) 


Boston, February 4.—At the call of C. P. Flynn, president 
of the Apothecaries’ Guild of Boston, and the executive of- 
ficers, a meeting of the owners of drug stores north of the 
Boston & Albany R. R. tracks and east of the Public Garden 
was held at Young’s Hotel Thursday, January 22. This dis- 
trict has since been extended to Dover and Berkeley streets 
down to the Charles River. Mr. Flynn was in the chair and 
Secretary Charles performed the duties of secretary during the 
opening proceedings. Dr. N. W. Hoffman, the organizer of the 
N. A. R. D., who is in charge of the organization here at pres- 
ent, outlined the plan upon which he was proceeding and ex- 
plained the workings of the organization. Representative 
Bullock, of New Bedford, told what had been done in his 
city. and urged the druggists of Boston to organize and co- 
operate with the N. A. R. D., in which, he said, he had great 
faith. Dr. Garst, of Worcester, said he was thoroughly in 
sympathy with the N. A. R. D., and wished to dispel any idea 
that might prevail that he was out of line because they had 
not done everything he wished them to do. He spoke of a bill 
which he is introducing in the Legislature to make it a crimi- 
nal offense to obliterate the markings on a package which are 
to be a feature of the contract and serial numbering plan. 
Mr. Charles, of Malden, told about what had been done in his 
section. The Boston druggists present asked some questions 
and it was then voted to organize. It was voted that the name 
of the association should be the Boston Apothecaries’ Associa- 
tion, Auxiliary No. 1. 

The constitution was then adopted article by article. Of 
the prominent officers it was decided to elect a president and 
secretary only at this meeting, leaving the other places to be 
filled at a later date. 


OFFICERS ELECTED. 


Henry Canning was elected president and W. E. Capper 
secretary. The constitution provides for a president, two vice- 
presidents, secretary and treasurer, which officers shall con- 
stitute the Executive Committee. It was announced that the 
Schedule Committee was at work preparing a minimum sched- 
ule for the down town druggists. This, it is expected, will be 
a material advance over the prices now in force. 

Dr. Hoffman announced that he would proceed to visit all 
the druggists in the locality and endeavor to secure their con- 
sent to become members, and their signatures to support and 
abide by the by-laws. Dr. Hoffman will be assisted by two 
organizers of the N. A. R. D. in this work, and the general feel- 
ing of the committee was that a good start had been made 
toward the desired end. 


EAST BOSTON TO BE ORGANIZED 


At a meeting of the druggists of East Boston on January 27 
it was voted to organize. Dr. Hoffman was present and made 
an address. Officers were chosen as follows: President, G. W. 
Cobb; vice-president, F. A. Woodbury; secretary and treasurer. 
C. A. Packard, Ph.G., and chairman of the Executive Com- 
mittee, Mr. Mahoney. It was voted to join the N. A. R. D.., 
also to call the organization Auxiliary No. 10. A schedule will 
be adopted as soon as one is put in operation in Boston proper. 
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Organizer Hoffman now has the services of F. E. Stamm as 
assistant. ; 

The association formed at Quincy a year ago has been so 
successful that its scope has been extended so as to include 
the members of the business in Weymouth, Braintree. Milton, 
Hingham and Cohasset. At a meeting recently a new associa- 
tion was formed and these officers were elected: President, FE. 
J. Murphy; vice-president, George M. Hoyt: secretary, H. H. 
Hill; treasurer, Stephen A. Pierce. 


THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE BOSTON DRUGGISTS’ ASSOCIATION 


was held at Young’s Hotel on the evening of January 27, and 
under the able guidance of President Hubbard it proved 2 
great success. After the transaction of routine business the 
following officers were elected: President, R. L. Richardson; 
treasurer, G. H. Ingraham; secretary, James O. Jordan; Execu- 
tive Committee, F. A. Hubbard, G. F. Kellogg, Dr. A. Nott, 
Joel S. Orne, E. W. Keyes, C. P. Flynn and W. D. Wheeler; 
Membership Committee, A. K. Tilden. Henry Canning, John 
G. Godding, Frank A. Davidson and William F. Sawyer. 

The annual dinner followed, at which there was much good 
cheer and music. President Hubbard introduced the follow- 
ing’ speakers: Postmaster George A. Hibbard, Rev. Edward A. 
Horton, D.D., Arthur W. Dolan, Charles k. Ensign and Amos 
Kx. Tilden. 


LEGISLATIVE MATTERS. 


The Board of Pharmacy does not believe that a druggist 
who may be convicted at any time of violating or abusing the 
privileges of his license should have his offense condoned by 
a mere suspension, but is of the opinion that the license should 
be revoked. The board’s idea was explained to a State House 
committee recently and later o finding will be made. 


REGISTERED BY THE BOARD. 


During January the following were successful at board 
examinations: Frederick H. Baldwin, Winthrop; Louis A. Le- 
bowich, Boston; Dennis A. Murphy, Monson; Daniel Seiniger, 
3oston; Frederick Hinchliffe. Waltham; Bertram A. Dex- 
heimer, Weymouth, and John J. Hammers, Braintree. Messrs. 
Lebowich, Murphy, Dexheimer and Hammers are M. C. P. 
men. 


PROVIDING FOR FOOD AND DRUG INSPECTION. 


A bill recently introduced provides for the creation of a 
department of the Board of Health to be known as the Depart- 
ment of Food and Drug Inspection. This department is to 
enforce laws relative to the manufacture and sale of adul- 
terated drugs and food. The board shall elect a chief at a 
salary of $2,000. Any person now in the Service of the State 
in the inspection of food and drugs may be appointed or em- 
ployed without civil service examination. 

James F. McKeaon, a druggist, wants a law to prohibit 
persons other than registered pharmacists from designating 
themselves druggists, pharmacists and the like. A bill has 
also been introduced prohibiting the sale of liquor in any 
building used in whole or part as a dwelling. Two other peti- 
tions have been presented, one to merge the State boards of 
pharmacy, medicine and dentistry with the State Board of 
Health; the other requests that the sale of opium be forbidden. 


A DRUGGIST AS A CHEMICAL EXPERT. 


George I’. Palmer, of Ocean avenue, Chelsea, was an im- 
portant witness in the recent poisoning trial in that city. 
Mr. Palmer testified to sales of drugs to the defendant, all of 
which were arsenic free. He also testified as an expert, hav- 
ing examined a sample of urine for arsenic. He appeared for 
the Government, as did Dr. B. F. Davenport, former professor 
of analytical chemistry in the M. C. P. Dr. Davenport found 
in one of the powders in evidence a mixture of 9 grains of 
potassium bromide and 6 grains of arsenious oxide. 


STATE NEWS. 
Seth A. Fowle is on a trip through the South. 
Charles A. Killiam has been having a taste of jury duty. 


The store of George F. Black, Watertown, was damaged 
$300 by a recent fire. 

Charles F. Cutler, of the Eastern Drug Company, has been 
elected a director of the Commercial National Bank. 

G. A. Kelly, Ph.G., recently purchased the George Ketchum 
store, 62 Humboldt avenue, Boston. 


The M. S. P. A. annual meeting will be held at Nov. 
Adams on June 9, 10 and 11. W. E. Orton is the local seere- 
tary. 


The Lowell Textile School, to which Frederick F. Ayer, of 
New York, was a large contributor, has just opened its new 
building. 


Mayor Charles L. Dean, of Malden, has been so ill that a 
portion of the recent city inaugural ceremonies had to be held 
at his house. 


The National Pharmacy of Holyoke was recently organized 
in this State. Capitai, $2,500. J. Ernest Levesque, president; 
Anthyme S. Menard, treasurer. 


The American Soda Fountain Company recently sold a new 
fountain to McLellan & Farmer, Rutland, Vt., and a car- 
bonator to IF. C. Goodale, of Lowell. 


Charles E. Marble, advertising expert of the American Soda 
Fountain Company, is turning out some excellent specimens 
of printers’ ink. He keeps the mails humming with literature. 


On the evening of January 30 the senior class of the 
M. C. P. dined at Young’s, A. E. Picken presiding. Toasts 
were responded to by George B. Gunn, Mr. McMurray, E. G. 
Goodale and Mr. -Picken. 


The following legislative druggists are members of the 
Public Health Committee: Messrs. Bullock, of New Bedford; 
Craig, of Lynn, and Nichols, of Boston. Mr. Bullock has been 
honored with the chairmanship. <A Dill has already been in- 
troduced to prevent deception in the sale of adulterated lin- 
seed oil. 

The Coleman Co-operative Company, to deal in drugs and 
chemicals, were recently organized at Augusta, Me. President, 
I’, L. Dutton; treasurer, F. W. Lee. Capital, $10,000. Directors, 
C. L. Ingalls, Lowell; J. H. Coleman and F, E. Coleman, both 
of Quincy: F. W. Lee, G. M. Webber, C. L. Andrews and F. L. 
Dutton, of Augusta, Me. 


NEW ENGLAND NOTES. 


A bill has been introduced into the New Hampshire Legis- 
lature to regulate the practice of pharmacy and the sale of 
spirituous and malt liquors. 

Proprietor and Manager John J. Carney of the Concord, 
N. H., club of the New England League is a druggist and has 
an establishment in Manchester, N. H., that occupies his time 
in the off season. 


The Schlotterbeck-Foss Company, Portland, Me., were re 
cently sued by a customer who alleged that he was given 
‘*blue butter” for internal use instead of ‘‘ blue mass,” thereby 
being salivated. After a trial lasting several days the defend- 
ants were acquitted. 

The Rogers Pharmacy Company have just been organized 
at Bar Harbor, Me. The company propose to conduct a gen- 
eral drug business. The capital stock is $5,000, of which 
£3,000 is paid in; par value $50. The promoters are William 
Rogers, Mark C. Morrison, Stephen L. Kingsley, all of Bar 
Harbor. William Rogers is president and Stephen L. Kingsley 
treasurer. 


A Handsome Fountain for a Rutland Druggist. 


W. B. Berry, the popular salesman of the American Soda 
Fountain Company, has just sold Messrs. McClallen & 
Farmer, Rutland, Vt., a 10-syrup Wiscasset soda fountain. 
The firm of McClallen & Farmer are one of the most enter- 
prising in the State, and we are pleased to see indications of 
their prosperity. The soda water business is on the boom for 
1903, and we think that without doubt the trade in that line 
will be better than ever before in the history of the United 
States. Soda water dispensers throughout the country are 
making plans for an exceptionally large trade. 


The Twenty-fifth Anniversary of the Kings County 
Society. 


The regular meeting of the Kings County Pharmaceutical 
Society will be held to-morrow in the new building of the 
Brooklyn College of Pharmacy on Nostrand avenue. ‘The 
twenty-fifth anniversary of the society will be celebrated at 
this meeting, which will be the first meeting in the new quar- 
ters. Prominent speakers will be present, and the Committee 
on Trade Matters will explain the plan adopted to bring be- 
fore the physicians the list of suggested formulas from the 
National Formulary. 
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Philadelphia Jobbers Will Try the Contract Plan —-Louis Emanuel 
Appointed to Membership on the State Board—Governor Stone’s 
Appointee Rejected. 


(From our Regular Correspondent.) 


Philadelphia, February 4.—The local jobbers have adopted 
formal resolutions pledging their support to the serial num- 
bering plan. The resolutions, which are printed elsewhere, 
were signed by Shoemaker & Busch, Pfrom & Kindig, V. H. 
Smith & Co., W. R. Warner & Co., Robert Shoemaker & Co., 
Smith, Kline & French Company, C. S. Butterworth & Co., 
Fellman & Archer, Aschenbach & Miller and W. H. Pile & 
Sons. 

LOUIS EMANUEL AGAIN A MEMBER OF THE BOARD. 


Three men have been appointed by ex-Governor Stone to 
membership on the Pharmaceutical Examining Board whose 
appointment has never been confirmed. On coming up for 
confirmation at this session of the Legislature a protest was 
made against their confirmation, but the day that the matter 
was brought up two of the Senators who had the matter in 
charge were away. and objection was made only to Mr. Min- 
nick. Subsequently Governor Pennypacker appointed Louis 
Emanuel a member of the board. Mr. Emanuel comes from 
Pittsburg, and it was through him that many druggists were 
arrested and fined for not displaying their registration certifi- 
cates. It is said he has confessed that he made a mistake, 
though at the time he believed the action taken was for the 
good of the retail druggists. 

On January 29 a committee from the State Pharmaceutical 
Association called upon Governor Pennypacker in behalf of 
Mr. Emanuel and to protest against the retention of Mr. Min- 
nick. This committee was composed of Major J. H. Red- 
secker, of Lebanon; Theodore Thrig, of Pittsburg: B. F. Prit- 
chard, of Pittsburg, secretary of the Western Pennsylvania 
Retail Druggists’ Association; J. C. Cunningham, of Beaver: 
H. C. Fraley, of Lancaster; W. C. MeIntyre, W. Leedom and H. 
C. Blair, of Philadelphia. 


NO POLITICS IN THE EXAMINING BOARD 


One of the committee who appeared before the Governor 
said: * Governor Stone made appointments for political reasons 
only. 

“ Fortunately we now have a Governor who, I believe, is a 
man, every inen of him, and who is afraid neither of politicians 
nor their threats, and who when the time arrives to make 
appointments on this or any other board will do so, using his 
own judgment as to the ability and qualifications of the appli- 
cant. Speaking for myself, I am satisfied to leave the matter 
entirely in the hands of former judge, and now his excellency, 
Governor Pennypacker. 

“In regard to the State Pharmaceutical Examining Board. 
If the people of this commonwealth understood something 
about pharmacy, of the substitution practice, of the impure 
drugs and chemicals sold, and of the many wrongs committed 
by uneducated men owning and running drug stores: of the 
men destitute of moral character who are intrusted with the 
compounding of medicines for the sick, I believe they would 
take enough interest in this matter to see that polities be kept 
entirely out of the board.” 


LOCAL NEWS NOTES. 


: H. Rynard, formerly of Seventeenth and Wharton streets. 
has purchased the store of C. H. Steinmetz, at Sixteenth and 
Moore streets. 


William R. Murray, who was formerly a clerk for R. J. 
Burton, is opening a new store at Thirty-eighth street and 
Woodland avenue. 


L. H. Hinkel. of Thirteenth and Dickinson streets, has suf- 
fered the loss of his daughter by death, and his many friends 
extend their sympathy to him. 


The business of Smith, Kline & French Company has grown 
to such magnitude that they are compelled to increase the 
size of their plant, and they are seriously contemplating add- 
ing another story to their building. 


The building occupied by D. E. Bransome, the local repre- 
sentative of the firm of Johnson & Johnson, is called the J. & 
J. Red Cross Building. Every room in this building is oc- 
cupied by a representative of a drug house. 


Dr. C. A. Weidemann, of Twenty-second and Green streets. 
has sold his store to his son, G. B. Weidemann. The doctor 
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will continue to maintain his office at the old stand, and will 
hcreafter devote his entire time and attention to his practice. 


The Union Drug Company are going quietly along and every 
now and then secure a new store to add to their circuit. This 
company have recently purchased the building at Thirty-third 
and Spring Garden streets. It is proposed to erect one of the 
finest drug stores in that section of the city. 


William B. Burk and wife sailed on February 4 for a four 
months’ trip through the Holy Land and other portions of the 
Old World. This is purely a trip for pleasure, but on the re- 
turn trip it is understood that Mr. Burk will visit his repre- 
sentatives in Germany, France and England. 


Elaborate preparations are being made for the retail drug- 
gists’ progressive euchre, to be held at Mercantile Hall on 
the 19th inst. ‘The prizes are said to be better than ever and 
everything promises to make the event a notable one. The 
number of tickets will be limited to 1200, as they were last 
year, and the committee who has charge of the affair say this 
will be strictly adhered to. 


The old blue law of this State, under which many druggists 
have been arrested and fined for selling candy, cigars, ete., 
on Sundays, is destined to go, as a bill has been introduced 
into the Legislature making it legal to sell on Sunday candy, 
soda water and all goods usually kept by druggists. The law 
us it now stands is over 100 years old, but it is occasionally 
trotted out, much to the annoyance of the public and the irrita- 
tion of the druggists. 

Robert GC. Brodie, the veteran druggist at Twentieth and 
Callowhill streets, was robbed on January 16. A man entered 
his store and engaged bim in conversation while a confederate 
crawled around the counter on his hands and knees and looted 
the safe, getting about $300 in cash and some valuable papers. 
Up to the present time the thieves have not been apprehended, 
Though several suspicious characters have been presented to 
Mr. Brodie, but he has failed to identify them. 


The annual banquet and election of the Drug Exchange 
veeurred at the Philadelphia Bourse on the night of January 
“0. The room was beautifully decorated and a general good 
time was had. Mayor Ashbridge was present, and he made 
un address that was mainly a defense of his administration, 
which is now nearing a close. His Honor was enthusiastically 
received and his address was listened to with much interest. 
Chere were no contests. Adam Pfromm was chosen president 
und the rest of the officers are about the same as last year. 


The North American, of this city, recently contained an ac- 
count of the meeting of the P. A. R. D., and the report was 
at such variance with the truth that to druggists it was more 
amusing than serious, but with those who are not conversant 
with the true conditions of the retail druggists of this city, it 
might be supposed from the aforesaid article that all druggists 
are brigands and robbers. The meeting was simply in regard 
to discussing the serial number contract system as advocated 
by the N. A. R. D., but the North American came out in big 
headlines notifying the people of Philadelphia that the drug- 
gists are preparing to advance prices of all medicines, and 
intimated that sickness waquld soon become a luxury for the 
rich only. 


The Aim of the Boss in Organization Work. 


His first and controlling purpose is to maintain and con- 
tinue his own ascendency; his second to control the selection 
of candidates and the distribution of patronage and favors. In 
order to be permanently successful he must see to it that no 
one stronger than himself gains power in the organization. 
If he perceives a vigorous personality rising in the ranks he 
must strike it down before it becomes dangerous. Weak or 
vicious men must be put in the places of necessary power. 
for they alone will be content to be tools and puppets. Natu- 
rally, the organization suffers from this process of elimination, 
but the boss profits by it. Surrounded by little men, his size 
and might appear the more prodigious.—Evening Post. 


Pharmacy in the Azores. 

According to the British and Colonial Druggist, any one 
wishing to open a drug store in the Azores must obtain the 
diploma of a pharmacist at a Portuguese university (Coimbra, 
Lisbon or Oporto) and then register it. Afterward it is neces- 
sary to take out a license in the local revenue office, and a day 
or two before opening to invite the inspector of health to in- 
spect the pharmacy to see if all is in order. But there is an 
easier way, which is to engage the services of a Portuguese 
pharmacist, who becomes responsible before the law for tie 
proprietor. 
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OHIO. 


State Board Requirements Made More Stringent—Efforts to Raise 
the Standard of Qualification—About Two-thirds of the Candi- 
dates Fail at Last Examination—Appointment of a Chief Drug 
Inspector. 








(From our Regular Correspondent.) 


Cincinnati, February 5.—Thé examination of applicants for 
Ohio State certificates to practice pharmacy held recently by 
the State Board of Pharmacy was unusually severe. It was 
stated in this correspondence some weeks ago that many of 
the most prominent pharmacists of the State were interested 
in a movement to raise the standard of applicants for certifi- 
cates by making the general form of examination questions 
more severe, and this statement was denied from several 
sources, but the result of the examination would seem to in- 
dicate that the first story was correct in every essential. Be- 
cause of the steadily increasing list of applicants from year to 
vear there has been a growing sentiment among the more 
conservative dealers that more stringent regulations were 
necessary, and the influence of this sentiment was manifested 
when the questions were prepared for the last examination. 
As evidence of the difficult examination only 34 out of 91 ap- 
plicants for first-grade certificates were successful. Eight of 
those who failed to reach the requirement of this certificate, 
however, will be permitted to take a second-grade certificate 
on examination if they wish it. There were 34 applicants for 
certificates as assistant pharmacists. Of these but 11 were 
successful. Henry Meschendorf, of Cincinnati, and Clyde 
Houston, of Oxford, were in the class of applicants for first- 
grade certificates who succeeded in getting second-grade cer- 
tificates. 

THE SUCCESSFUL ONES 

The following applicants for certificates were announced 
January 29 as having successfully passed: 

Walter Bolender, Canton; Ferdinand A. Demersits, Cleve- 
land; Ike L. Lebensberger, Sandusky; Karl I’. Webber, Ply- 
mouth; Arthur G. Hague, Cleveland; Arthur T. Hambly, Lo- 
rain; J. B. McElroy, Jewett; Jacob T. Haas, Cincinnati; Marion 
J. Lacer, West Unity; Ernest Owens, Warren; James A. Lucas, 
Mansfield; Thomas A. Williams, Delphos; Edward <A. King, 
Delphos; Charles B. Clapp, Akron; J. Herold Howson, Chilli- 
cothe; Joba H. Gertler, Wilsonburg, W. Va.; J. G. W. Schafer, 
Bridgeport; F. O. Groff, Somerset; Clyde E. Albrtght, Lisbon; 
Chas. H. Deterding, Sandusky; Walter G. Garber, Cincinnati; 
Charles Meyer, Cleveland; J. Baker Smith, Tiffin; Harold E. 
Hurd, Jackson; Albert Edelstein, Cleveland; Clyde H. Culbert- 
son, Bryan; Dion P. Argo, Cincinnati; George H. Schnittger, 
Cincinnati; Clarence T. Marsh, Cincinnati; Geo. Le Roy Gable, 
Cincinnati; James H. Sellwood, Cleveland; Will M. Eger, Cin- 
cinnati; Charles A. Gardner, Danville; Ray M. Beagle, Mari- 
etta. 

For the grade of assistant pharmacist there were 24 appli- 
cants, of which the following 11 passed: Robert Parks, Belle 
Center; Charles Schmidt, Galion; Thomas O. Moore, Morgan- 
town; Will N. Grammer, Zanesville; William J. McGuire, 
Portsmouth; Carl A. Schultz, Cleveland; Oscar H. Sebastian, 
Cincinnati; Chester E. Lane, Cleveland; Herold F. Bresler, 
Toledo; Frank W. Masek, Cleveland; W. O. Pontius, Columbus. 

The following may receive certificates as assistant phar- 
macists on examination for first-grade certificates at their 
option: E. L. McIntosh, Wellsville; Carl A. Seibel, Cleveland; 
Albert G. Beirsdorfer, Celina; L. M. Forry, De Graff; Clyde 
Houston, Oxford; Henry M. Meschendorf, Cincinnati; Schuyler 
E. Lawrence, Toledo; C. K. Cooke, Bellefontaine. 


APPOINTMENT OF A CHIEF DRUG INSPECTOR. 


State Food Commissioner-elect Horace F. Ankeney has just 
made the official announcement that Dr. I’. H. Frost, of Leba- 
non, would be appointed as chief drug inspector of the State. 
The office is one of the most vital importance to all druggists 
through the State and it is expected that the selection of Dr. 
Frost will be a popular one. 


CINCINNATI ITEMS. 
John G. Fratz has removed his retail store from Kenyon 
avenue and Baymiller street to Barr and Baymiller streets. 


A. V. Hennicke, representing McKesson & Robbins, of New 
York, has been doing special detail work in Cincinnati terri- 
tory. 


Nearly 500 members and ladies attended the big euchre 
and reception of the Ohio Valley Druggists’ Association at Odd 
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Feuows’ Temple January 31. One hundred tables were ar- 
ranged and magnificent prizes distributed. The distribution 
of prizes was followed by a formal reception and dance, with 
a buffet banquet. Will G. Garber, a popular young clerk in 
Dow’s Pharmacy, was presented with a gold watch and chain 
by his fellow clerks in recognition of his passing the rigid ex- 
amination before the State Board of Pharmacy. 





ILLINOIS. 


Indicted for Selling Cocaine—Grand Jury Takes Action—Propose 
Amendment to Pharmacy Law —New Home of the Northwest- 
ern University Dedicated with Appropriate Ceremonies——-Pro- 
prietary Professional Schools and Universities—Passing of the 
Former. 


(From our Regular Correspondent.) 

Chicago, February 2.—The cocaine agitation has come to a 
climax with the indictment of five druggists and the recom- 
mendation from the grand jury that the members of the Legis- 
lature from Cook County secure an amendment to the act reg- 
ulating the practice of pharmacy, providing for revoking the 
license of any pharmacist who sells cocaine without a proper 
physician’s certificate. Indictments were returned against the 
following: William Re, 488 Dearborn street; Allan V. Lane. 
1201 Wabash avenue; George S. Malone, 146 North Clark street; 
G. F. Wisshack, 186 West Madison street; John Hiland, 20: 
West Madison street. 

Action resulted from a request from the Illinois Pharmaceu- 
tical Association and the Chicago Retail Druggists’ Asso- 
ciation to the State Board to check the evil. The members 
of the board showed that prosecution should be of a criminal 
nature, and joined with the associations in a request to States 
Attorney Deneen to proceed under the criminal code. 

Wilhelm Bodemann then laid the facts before the grand 
jury and true bills were quickly voted. It was charged that 
in certain districts the monthly sales of cocaine run from 
$500 to $1,000. All manner of tricks were shown to have been 
resorted to by the “ fiends ”’ and those who supplied them. Mr. 
Bodemann’s statement that he believed many railroad wrecks 
to have been due to cocaine attracted wide attention. Those 
who have been active in the prosecution of the matter before 
the grand jury urge that similar action toward stamping out 
the evil be taken in other counties. 


DEDICATION CEREMONIES AT NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY. 


The new home of the College of Pharmacy and the other 
departments of Northwestern University has been dedicated 
with notable ceremonies. The building is at Dearborn and 
Lake streets and was formerly known as the Tremont House. 
It has been remodeled and is now splendidly fitted for the uses 
to which it has been put. The building’s central location in 
the downtown district is an important item in its favor. The 
ceremonies took place on “ Founders’ Day,” and marked the 
Fifty-second anniversary of the launching of the big education- 
al enterprise. The celebration began with a banquet January 
27 in the Auditorium Hotel. The banquet was preceded by a 
reception for President Edmund J. James and the guests of the 
university. There were more than 300 members of the faculty, 
trustees, alumni and students of Northwestern at the tables. 
In the course of a speech Prof. Albert Benjamin Prescott, dean 
of the School of Pharmacy of the University of Michigan, said: 
“The young physician, surgeon or pharmacist is no longer 
asked whom he studied with or what lectures he attended. 
That old system has gone out of vogue. The departments 
of a university are now nearer together than they used to be 
and more practical methods of instruction are being employed.” 

The next day, amid notable ceremonies, the keys of the 
building were handed to President James by Judge Horton. 
There were more than 100 members of Northwestern and 
other universities in the principal procession. Among those 
in attendance was President Arthur T. Hadley, of Yale. The 
degree of doctor of laws was conferred on three men, who were 
selected as the leading educators in the branches of law, phar- 
macy and surgery. These men were: 

James Barr Ames, dean of the law school of Harvard Uni- 
versity. 

Albert Benjamin Prescott, dean of the School of Pharmacy 
of the University of Michigan. 

William Williams Keen, professor of surgery in Jefferson 
Medical School. 

Awarded degree of Doctor of Science: 

Edward Cameron Kirk, dean of the dental school of the 
University of Pennsylvania. 
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Ghe Drug and Chemical Market 


The prices quoted in this report are those current in the wholesale market, and higher prices are paid for retail lots. 
The quality of goods frequently necessitates a wide range of prices. 





Condition of Trade. 
New York, February 7, 1903. 
HOUGH there have been few new developments dur- 
ing the past fortnight and speculative interest con- 
tinues somewhat suspended, the volume of business has 
continued good, orders having been received from both 
nearby and distant points in increased volume and cover- 
ing fairly liberal quantities of goods. The feeling among 
the trade is one of confidence and the outlook for results 
the coming spring is regarded as very favorable. The 
unsatisfactory condition of the opium market, in which, 
owing to the prevailing keen competition, more or less 
cutting exists, has led to some talk of a combination 
among the dealers to fix and maintain prices on a uniform 
basis, but the movement has not advanced beyond the 
stage of talk. Meanwhile values are maintained with 
more firmness and the tendency of prices is upward. A 
stronger tone has been imparted to the outside market for 
quinine by the reports of small bark shipments and higher 
prices in London, though quotations are nominally un- 
changed. Codliver oil has been in improved demand 
and sales are making at an advance over previous quota- 
tions in view of strong reports from abroad and depleted 
stocks here. The situation in potassium bromide is at- 
tracting much attention at present. With the collapse 
of the bromine trust, which was noted several issues ago, 
and the consequent general reduction in values, came 
competition from English manufacturers and sales of the 
foreign article have been made at 3c. under the quota- 
tions of domestic producers, though only limited quanti- 
ties are offering in this way. About the usual number 
of price changes have occurred during the interval and 
full reference to these will be found in the following table 
of advances and declines and succeeding paragraphs : 
HIGHER. LOWER. 
Codliver oil, Potassium bromide, 
Ammonium carbonate, Anise oil, 
Cubeb berries, Cassia oil, 
Golden seal root, Wormwood oil, 
Soap bark, Thymol, 
Gentian root, Canary seed, 
Beeswax, Sal soda, 
Myrbane oil, Balsam Peru, 
Lavender oil, Arrowroot, 
Biue vitriol, Citronella oil. 
Japan wax. 
DRUGS. 


Ammonium carbonate is held at an advance by outside 
holders in view of present scarcity of spot supplies and slow 
deliveries. While manufacturers’ quotations are unchanged 
outside holders decline to shade 7°4c to 8c, as to quality and 
quantity. 


Balsam copaiba, Central American, is in moderately active 
demand, and a steady feeling is manifested on the part of 
holders who name 3714c to 40¢ as acceptable; Para held at 45c 
to 50c. 


Balsam fir is dull, but there is seemingly no urgency to 
realize, and prices are unchanged at $3.15 to $3.60 for Can- 
ada, and 65c to 75e for Oregon. 


Balsam Peru is easier and lower, owing to competition 


among holders, the range for jobbing quantities being $1.05 to 
$1.10. The demand, however, is limited. 


Balsam tolu continues weak and unsettled, though without 
quotable change in price. The value ranges from 29c to 30c. 


Barks of the various descriptions sell only in a jobbing way 
with the bulk of the attention so far as can be determined 
given to cascara sagrada, elm and soap. Though the market 
does not seem to be so firm for the first named, holders are 
not offering with any freedom, and it is difficult to obtain any 
stock at the inside figure, the bulk of the transactions being 
of a jobbing order for which the range of 12¢ to 14¢c repre- 
sented the selling price. Elm continues scarce, and values 
have still an upward tendency; while sales have been made at 
30c the inside quotation at the close was 35c. Soap continues 
scarce, and holders generally have advanced their quotation 
to the range of 5\4c¢ to 6c for crushed, with 5c named as an in- 
side figure for whole. 


Buchu leaves, long, continue exceedingly scarce, and none 
now offer under $1.00; short are in moderate demand with 
best grades bringing 28¢ to 30c. 


Cacao butter offers more freely, though prices are not 
quotably lower, in consequence of the break in values at the 
auction sale in Amsterdam on the 3d inst. We quote the range 
in this market at 28\4c to 28!4c, as to quantity for prompt de- 
livery. 

Cantharides have not varied from 4214¢ to 62¢, respective- 
ly, for Chinese and Russian whole, though the trade require- 
ments are momentarily small. 


Chamomile flowers are inactive, but the tone of the market 
is firm, and values are sustained at 13c¢ to 23c for German, and 
15¢ to 18¢ for Roman. 


Cocaine is held and selling from manufacturers’ hands on 
the basis of $4.25 to $4.50 for hydrochloride, but supplies are 
offering in some quarters at a shade below this, or, say, $4.00 
for bulk. 

Codliver oil continues to occupy the place of interest. Un- 
der the stimulus of advancing prices the jobbing demand has 
increased in volume, and holders are decidedly firm in their 
views regarding values. Some holders have advanced their 
prices to $60.00 to $65.00, though sales were made at the close 
at $55.00, and some business has been done for export on pri- 
vate terms. Jobbing sales are now making at the range of 
$55.00 to $65.00 for Norwegian. 


Colocynth apples, Spanish, show an advancing tendency 
and recent sales were at 32c; Trieste continues to offer at 36c 
to 42c, but there is no action of any consequence observed. 


Cubeb berries have been more actively inquired for, and 
holders are firmer in thejr views, with XX now quoted at 
9e to 10c, and powdered 12c to 14e. 


Damiana leaves have been more freely inquired for, an@ 
the market is firmer at 914c to 1114¢ in view of reports of a loss 
or 20,000 Ibs. by fire in a wreck on the Southern Pacific Rail- 
road. 

Ergot, German, develops no action of any conseqence. 
Prices are fairly steady in sympathy with strong reports from 
primary sources, current sales being at 32¢ to 38¢c, as to qual- 
ity and quantity. 


Formaldehyde is meeting with slightly more attention, anda 
values are steadily maintained at the range of 14%c to 15¢ 
for 40 per cent. solution. 


Glycerin has developed increased firmness, in sympathy 
with continued strong foreign markets for crude, and while 
sales are making in a limited way at the previous range of 
15%4c to 16%c for C. P. in cans as to brand, higher prices are 
looked for. 


Lycopodium is quiet, but foreign markets are cabled firmer, 
and indications are favorable to an early improvement in the 
local situation; quoted 53¢ to 55ec. 

Matico leaves are scarce and wanted. and while some hold- 
ers have advanced their prices to 16¢ to 20c, others are quot- 
ing at the old range of 8c to 10c. 


Menthol is in active demand, and values are well sustained 
at the range of $7.25 to $8.00, as to quantity and seller. 
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Morphine is selling steadily in a jobbing way, with the 
usual distribution into channels of consumption, and manu- 
facturers’ prices are well sustained on the basis of $1.95 to 
$2.05 for ounce vials, as to quantity. 

Opium has sold more freely since our last, and the tone of 
the market is firmer, with some holders declining to shade 
$2.75 for single cases, though $2.72% is generally named and 
$2.75 to $2.77%4 for broken packages. Powdered is held and 
selling in jobbing lots at $3.35 to $3.40, as to test and quantity. 

Quinine is in slightly improved position, owing to the ap- 
preciation in bark at the recent sales in Amsterdam and 
Batavia. Sales of German have been made from second 
hands at 24¢ to 25c, and there are sellers of Java at 22¢, 
though some holders are still quoting 22144c. Meanwhile, man- 
ufacturers’ prices remain unchanged on the basis of 26c for 
bulk. 

Thymol has developed a weaker tendency, and is a trifle 
easier to buy, there being sellers at $2.00. 

Wax, Japan, is again higher, sales being reported of some 
50 cases at 1144¢c, and the quotation at the close was 11!.c to 
ize. Beeswax is in improved demand and values are gen- 
erally higher, 32c to 38c being named for ordinary pure. 


CHEMICALS. 


There is little new or interesting in the general chemical 
market. A moderately active movement is noted in nearly all 
lines, and prices are generally well maintained. Sal soda is 
lower, having been reduced to 65c, and oxalic acid is easier 
with sellers at 54¢ to 5\4c spot, but the market, as a whole, is 
firm, blue vitriol, cream of tartar and tartaric acid display- 
ing marked strength. 


ESSENTIAL OILS. 


Anise is dull and lower, with quotations reduced to $1.12% 
to $1.15, and the inside figure could probably be shaded on a 
firm offer. 

Cassia shows a lower range for all grades. We quote 75 to 
80 per cent. at 70c to 75c, and ordinary grades at 65c to 7T0c. 

Citronella is reported firmer and higher in primary mar- 
kets; and the views of local holders are firmer to the extent 
that it would be difficult to purchase large lots for prompt de- 
livery at the inside quotation of 22¢c. 

Clove reflects the position of the spice, and is firmer though 
prices are not quotably higher. 

zivenuer, flowers, is scarce, and higher prices are asked 
in the producing country, which fact has influenced local hold- 
ers to advance their range to $1.35 to $1.75, as to quality and 
quantity. 

, Myrbane is very scarce and firm, and holders have ad- 
vanced their range to 714¢ to 8c. 

Peppermint continues in steady moderate request, and the 
market is strong in tone, at the quoted range of $4.65 to 
$5.00 for tins, and $5.00 to $5.25 for cases. 

Sassafras is not given much consideration. Most of the de- 
inand is for the synthetic product, which is held at 3le to 32c, 
while saffrol commands 34c¢ to 35e. 

Tansy continues firm, and in fair jobbing demand, and one 
holder has advanced his limit to $3.00, while others quote at 
$3.50 to $3.75 and even higher. 

Wormwood is in better supply, and the market is easier 
with quotations reduced to $4.75 to $5.00. 


GUMS. 


Kew new features of interest have come to the surface in 
this market. Aloes, cape, are in light supply and firm: sales 
at 14c. Camphor is selling fairly at previous prices. The de- 
mand for other varieties of druggists’ gums is rather slow 
and unimportant. 





ROOTS. 


Aconite is selling in a jobbing way at 9%4c to 12e for Ger- 
man. 

Calamus is quiet, and the market has a rather easy appear- 
ance at 7c to 8e for ordinary and 25c to 30c for bleached. 

Gentian is in improved demand, but buyers and holders are 
a trifle apart in their views, and business is restricted in con- 
sequence. While some holders name 5c, others offer in a 
limited way at 4%c, which is about the present lay down 
cost. 

Golden seal is attracting more attention, and values are a 
shade firmer at 54c to 56c. 

Dandelion, German, is held with increased firmness, and 
7c is named as inside, with up to Se asked. 
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Dog grass, Which advanced early in the interval, has been 
reduced in Consequence of fresh arrivals, and holders now 
ask 5'4e. 

Senega is generally held at S85¢ to 90¢e for both Western 
and Southern, but it is intimated that limited quantities might 
be obtained at a shade under this figure on a firm bid. 


SEEDS. 


The seed market has been characterized by extreme dull 
ness during the interval since our last report, and we have 
consequently few price changes to record. SpotSmyrna canary 
seed is lower, with holders quoting 5c, but Sicily is un- 
changed at 54e to 5%c. Celery is firmer, and some holders 
have advanced their quotations to 7c. Cummin is fraction- 
ally higher, the revised quotations being 7c to 74c. Lobelia 
is a shade easier, sales being reported at 45¢ to 50c, as to 
quality and quantity. 


HINTS TO BUYERS 


One of the really phenomenal successes of to-day is Denta- 
cura, the sale of which has gone forward by leaps and bounds. 
It sells in every English speaking country in the world, every- 
where in Europe and through many parts of Asia. The drug- 
gist who fails to carry this excellent tooth paste in stock is 
missing an important opportunity. 


Filled elastic capsules of a druggist’s own formula are one 
of the special features offered to the trade by the old house of 
Billings, Clapp & Co., 64 Federal street, Boston. This concern 
have one of the most perfectly equipped laboratories in the 
country, and, with every facility at their command, are able 
to produce a line of pharmaceuticals which leaves nothing to 
be desired. Druggists are invited to correspond with the 
house. 


In anticipation of the summer soda fountain trade our 
readers will be interested in the advertisement of Thomas 
Mills & Bro., 1801 North Eighth street, Philadelphia. This 
concern manufacture ice cream freezers and ice cream sand- 
wich molds. This latter may be made a very attractive fea- 
ture of the soda fountain and prove an additional source of 
income to the druggist. Our readers may obtain an _ illus- 
trated catalogue by addressing the firm. 


The Metropolitan Store I'ixture Company will, on March 
1, occupy a new seven-story building, with a 50-foot front, 165 
feet in depth, and giving 57,000 square feet of floor space, or 
nearly 2 acres. This new building is being fitted with the 
latest and most improved wood working machinery, and it is 
confidently claimed that when finished it will be the largest 
and most perfectly equipped factory of its kind in the United 
States. Druggists who contemplate remodeling their present 
stores, or occupying new quarters, should be sure to corre- 
spond with the Metropolitan Store Fixture Company at their 
new address. When writing them kindly mention the AMERI- 
CAN DRUGGIST. 


A visit to the extensive factories of the Iron Clad Mfg. Com- 
pany, with offices and salesrooms in Brooklyn and New York, 
will convince any one that this firm are in the zenith of their 
success. Hundreds of thousands of dollars have been spent 
lately in new machinery, buildings annexed and countless ex- 
tra hands employed to keep up with the ever rising tide of 
orders which flow steadily in. Progressive in their policy, yet 
conservative in the grade of goods turned out, this firm have 
stood the test of half a century, weathered the storms of 
“ cheap imitations,” and proved to the trade that ° Iron Clad” 
stands for rock bottom finish and quality. The announcement 
on page 9, exploiting the famous * Iron Clad” Riveted Steel 
Fountains, should interest every up-to-date druggist. 


So far as success in the retail drug business is concerned, it 
is generally admitted that a properly equipped store is much 
more than half the battle. Indeed, it is almost impossible for 
n druggist to succeed nowadays with old fashioned fixtures 
where his competitors are possessed of a modern outfit. The 
latter day taste of the public is insistent upon this point. 
People will not go to a store that is not in itself attractive. 
One of the most successful manufacturers in the store fixture 
line is the firm of Seger & Gross, of 42 West Sixty-seventh 
street, New York. They make everything from a store in 
terior costing $200 or $300 to one costing $20,000, and all their 
work, whether cheap or dear, is characterized by artistic ex- 
cellence, first-class workmanship, and soundness and durability 
of material. Druggists who are in the field for anything in 
this line should certainly submit their ideas to this house be- 
fore ultimately placing the order, 
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We have received No. 6 of Series I of the scientific and in- 
dustrial bulletins published by Roure-Bertrand Fils of Grasse, 
France, the English translation of which is issued from the 
New York office, 18 Cedar street, New York, by Edwin H. 
3urr, manager. Among other investigations which are the 
subject of discussion in Bulletin No. 6, the following may be 
mentioned—viz.: Chemical Investigations on the Vegetation of 
Perfume Yielding Plants, Contribution to the Study of the 
Essential Oils; Industrial Review; Review of Recent Publica- 
tion on the Perfumes and Essential Oils. The present number 
is illustrated with several excellent half-tone engravings, show- 
ing views of the flower fields and perfume factories of Roure 
sertrand Fils, at Grasse and Cayenne. Copies of this bul 
letin can be obtained, we presume, on request to Mr. Burr. 


Easter Is Coming. 


The White Rabbit Egg Dyes offer a profitable side line for 
the retailer, and they should be in stock long before the 
arrival of that holiday occasion, which occurs this year on 
April 12. The White Rabbit Egg Dyes are vastly popular with 
the children, sell readily and yield a good profit. 


In White Rabbit paper dyes for 1903 there are new and 
attractive ideas; these paper dyes giving 16 genuine and dif- 
ferent color designs for 5 cents; pictures of prominent men, 
flowers, birds, animals, figures in colors, novel and pleasing 
designs in marble and picture effects, each an exquisite nov- 
elty; and in each box is packed highly colored lithographed 
streamers and hangers showing the eggs in the various colors 
and designs. The White Rabbit Egg Dyes are for sale by 
wholesale druggists everywhere. 





Welch’s Grape Juice Not Affected by New Ruling. 


The new ruling of the Internal Revenue Department 
prohibiting the use of alcoholic liquors in soda water, even in 
minute quantities, in no way affects Welch’s Grape Juice. 
Welch’s Grape Juice is the pure, unfermented juice of the 
grape; it does not contain the smallest percentage of alcohol. 
It is bottled only in glass, being first Pasteurized by heating 
in aluminum kettles. In handling Welch’s Grape Juice you 
may know that you are not only safe as regards the internal 
revenue authorities, but also as to any pure food commission, 
for Welch’s is guaranteed to be absolutely free from any 
chemical or preservative. 


Up-to-Date Soda. 


If you are a dispenser of soda water and desire to increase 
your profits it will pay you to scrutinize closely the handsome 
advertising insert of the American Soda Fountain Company 
in this issue of the AMERICAN DrRuaGistT. The consumption of 
soda water has increased marvelously during the last decade. 
The wise old fellow on the first page of the insert tells his 
own story. The great American public are a “ finicky ” lot, 
and their soda water patronage goes to the man who uses 
every effort in his power to have things just right. On the 
second and third pages of the insert are shown the Sanford, 
Fredonia, Rockwood and Westbury fountains—all handsome 
types of apparatus from the four different factories of this 
great company. ‘“ American” fountains are peculiar, in that 
they are built upon specifications which require absolutely 
the best materials obtainable in their construction. They are 
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of the highest possible quality throughout, and are conse- 
quently economical to buy. The long time and easy payments 
offered by this company are great attractions to buyers, as it 
enables the dispenser to make his new apparatus pay for itself 
from its own receipts. The company will accept a very small 
payment in cash and give extremely long time on the balance. 
Full information concerning the Reliable sent on application 
to any office of the American Soda Fountain Company. 


An Ideal Druggists’ Apron. 


We illustrate herewith Moore’s Universal 
Spring Apron which is an ideal apron for the 
druggist. It is adjusted by springs, so that it 
can be put on or removed instantly. This means 
that when the druggist is engaged in laboratory 
work he can remove his apron and come to 
the counter without any waste of time, and 
that when he wishes to again take up his labor- 
atory work he can again put on his apron with 
an equal degree of expedition. These are made 
in cheviot, in white cotton, or in black duck, as 
may be desired. Full information may be obtained 
regarding this apron by addressing E. C. Moore 
& Son, Detroit, Mich. When writing them, men- 
tion the AMERICAN DRUGGIST. 


His New Medicine Dropper. 


There was a crash of glassware in the back part of the 
store. The druggist’s boy had fallen downstairs. 

“Gracious me! What’s that?” asked the alarmed 
tomer. 

“That’s our new medicine dropper,” said the ready drug- 
gist. 

That was his little joke. He then charged up the loss at 
67 cents a bottle. This was business. 


cus- 


A Profitable Side Line. 


The makers of the new Gem Safety Razors appropriate 
a large sum annually for the publication and distribution of 
descriptive literature. Further- 
more, they advertise freely in 
many publications. These are 
invaluable aids to all middle- 
men handling their goods. 
Nevertheless, they advise job- 
bers and retailers to also use 
the columns of their local papers 
in building up trade in this 
line. Though they cannot as- 
sume the expense of this, they 
will be pleased to aid the good 
work by furnishing any reason- 
able number of attractive elec- 
trotypes to be used in such ad- 
A specimen of one kind of electro furnished is 
shown herewith. These goods sell well in the drug store, and 
should be handled by all druggists. Write the Gem Cutlery 
Company, 34 Reade street, New York City, mentioning the 
AMERICAN DRUGGIST. 
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The Eternal Silly. 


To miss a kiss is more amiss 
Than it would be to kiss a miss; 
Provided that the kiss you miss 
The miss herself would never miss. 
—Surgical Olinic. 


But if you try to kiss a miss 
With whom a kiss would be amiss, 
You'd better always miss the kiss. 
—Dental Hints. 


But kiss the miss; it’s better far 
To take the risk and get a jar, 
Than show the coward’s heart in this, 
So kiss your miss. 
—Surgical Clinic. 


Yes, kiss your miss; but if you do 
Remember this: The first man who 
Doth kiss a miss must make her Mrs. 
With such a fate in store for you 
You’l! sure be careful what you do 
And forego many kisses. 





